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History 501
Professor Jill Watts

Historical Perspectives on Media

Office Hours: TBA
Office: 1209 Craven
Office Phone; 750-4114
Email: jwatts @csusm.edu

Course Description

This coutse explores the history of mass media and culture as it changed over time in the
United States. Since the earliest days of the nation, society and politics have been shaped by and
reflected in the mass media and culture of America. Although-we will primarily concentrate on
the modern era, this class examines the relationship between history and the shifts in media and
popular culture from the early period of the new nation through the present. Topics covered will
include journalism, leisure activities, folk culture, music, film, television, and radio.
Additionally the class investigates the relationship between mass media and culture and politics,
race, class, gender, and the economy,

Course Goals

The goals of this course are; to gain an understanding of the relationship between history
and mass media/culture and the historiography of that subject, to gain a critical perspective on
analyzing mass media and mass culture, and to produce a substantial research paper based on
primary sources pertaining to some topic related to mass media and mass culture.

Readings:

Jim Cullen, The Art of Democracy: A Concise History of Popular Culture in the
United States

Susan Douglas, Where the Boys Are

Lawrence Levine, High Brow, Low Brow

Lary May, The Big Tomorrow

Roland Marchand, Advertising the American Dream

Nicholas Negroponte, Being Digtal

Michael Schudson, Discovering the News: A Social History of Ameru.cm Newspapers

John Storey, Cultural Theory and Popular Culture

William Stout, Documentary Expression an Thirties America

George. H. Roeder, Jr., The Censored War: American Visual Lxperience During
World War Two



Grading Policy:

Class Pariicipation: 20%
Weekly Reviews: 30%
Project Proposal/Class Presentation: 10%
Final Research Paper: 40%

Clags Participation: Since this is a scminar and will be based on discussion, attendance and
participation in class is mandatory. You must complete the week’s readings before attending
class and be prepared to discuss thesc readings during class.

Short Writing Assignments: For most weeks, you will be expected to turn in a short review of
the week’s reading based on the AHA perspective guidelines for critical reviewing.

Project Proposal/Class Presentation: You will be writing & proposal with a working bibliography
for your fina) research paper as well as presenting your findings to the class in the form of a
panel discussion.

Final Research Paper: At the end of the semester, you will submit a research paper based on the
primary sources, Tt will be no less than 20 pages in length. This paper will be focused on a
project that you develop regarding the history of mags media and culture. You may select a topic
from a varicty of possibilities, we will define mass media and culture broadly. (Tt would include
but not be limited to traditional forms like journalism, photography, advertising, film, and
television as well as literature, music, folk culture, and other forms of mass culture.)



Course Outline

Week One
Origins of Mass Culture and Mass Media
Readings: Cullen, Storey

Week Two
Shifts and Division In American Mass Culture
Readings: Levine

Week Three
The Development of American Mass Media
Readings: Schulson

Week Four
Marketing and Mass Culture
Readings: Marchand

Week Five
American Film and Confronting Crises
Readings: May

Week Six
Documentary Expression During the Great Depression
Readings: Stout

Week Seven
The Media and Covering War
Readings: Roeder

Week Eight: 3/12
The Age and Influence of Television
Readings: Douglas



Week Nine: 3/19
Cyberspace: The Past and the Future
Readings; Negroponte

Weeks Ten through Thirteen:
Research and Panel Presentation Preparation

Unit One: Researching Mass Media and Primary sources
Unit Two: Preliminary Findings

Unit Three; Preparing an Overview and Outline

Unit Four: Panel Preparation

Weeks Fourteen through Sixteen:
Panel Presentations and Peer Review Feedback

Final Examination Week: Final Papers Due



