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HIST 558

Graduate Seminar in Latin American History
California State University, San Marcos

Dr. Carmen Nava
Office: CRA 1215
Telephone: 760,750,.8028
Email: cnava@ecsusm,.edu
Qffice Hours:

Course Description

Exploration of primary and secondary scurces and
advanced research on a topiec in Latin American History. May
be repeated with consent of instructor.

This seminar will explore current historiographical. and
theoretical approaches to the history of colonial Latin
America with specific focus on New Spain (i.e. colonial
Mexico) .

Course Objactives
The student will:

1. Gain facility with «current historiographical and
theoretical apprecaches to c<olonial Latin American
history.

2. Construct original written analysis of historical

sources, demonstrating the ability to locate and
analyze primary and scholarly evidence,

3. Develop a research project on an approved topic,
following the prescribed, staged process outlined in
the instructions.

Required Matarial

Books (purchase and. brought to clasg):

Burkholder and Johnson, Colonial Latin America

Kicza, Resilient Cultures: America’s Native Peoples Confront
European Colonization, 1500-1800.

Johnscon & Lipsett-Rivera, The Faces of Honor: Sex, Shame and
Violence in Colonial Latin America

Mills and Taylor, Colonial Spanish America; A Documentary
History

Restall, Seven Myths of the Spanish Conguest

Journal Articles (access in the library; print out or Xerox

a copy: bring to class):

Benjamin Keen, “Maln Currents in United States Writings on
Colonial Spanish America, 1884-1984," Hispanic American
Historical Review 65:4 (1985), 657-82.
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Townshend, Camilla, “Burying the White Gods: New
Perspectives on the Conguest of Mexico,” American
Historical Review 108:3 (2003): ©659-687.
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Question/Comment Sheets 50
Daily Claszs participation 50
Discussion Leader 50
Regearch presentation 50
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Preliminary Bibliography 50
Topic assignment 50
Thesis assignment 50
Qutline 75
Rough Draft ' 75
Paper (Final Draft) 400

Schedulea

Unit One

Week One: Introduction to Course and Historical Methods
Week Two: Research Proposals Workshop

Unit Two ‘
Weeks Three - Four: Major Trends in the Historiography

Unit Threa
Weeks Five - Six: Approaches to the Conguest
Week Seven: Biblicgraphy Workshop

Unit Four ,
Weeks Eight - Nine: Approaches to Ceolenial Soclety and Culture I

Unit Five
Week Ten: Critical Analysis of Visual and Written Document
Weeks Eleven - Twelve: Colonial Society & Culture II

Unit Six
Week Thirteen: Future Research Directions in the Field
Weeks Fourteen - Fifteen: In-Claszz Presentations



