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HIST. 578: ADVANCED SEMINAR IN AFRICAN HISTORY
Topic: South Africa in the 20™ Century

This course will examine the dominant themes and issues in South African historiography
and how different scholars have interpreted these themes and issues, They include race
relations, industry and labor, Afrikaner nationalism, the formation of the Union of South
Africa, the politics of incorporation, evolution of Black nationalism, the era of apartheid,
and the armed struggle. By reading both primary and secondary sources, we will explore
the extent to which the broader history as well as the current events of the time influenced
the choice of these themes and interpretations.

Course Requirements:

(i) Attendance and class discussions equals 10% of the course grade

(ii) Presentation of a 4-3 page draft of the research topic chosen in consultation
with the instructor together with a brief bibliography equals 25% of the course

: grade

(iii) A 5-6 page review of one of the required readings by emphasizing its
strengths and weaknesses in comparison with at least two other readings will
account for 25% of the course grade ‘

(iv)  Afinal 10-12 page research paper based on the draft presentation will account
for 40% of the course grade

Schedule of Classes and Readings:

WEEK 1 —Background to the history of southern Africa
Leonard Thompson, A History of South Africa (1995) chaps, 1-3
Denoon and Nyeko, Southern Africa Since 1800 (1992 edn.) chaps. 1-9

WEEK 2 — Historiographical issues and interpretations regarding Southern Africa
Williams, From the South African Past (1997) see Introduction

WEEK 3-5 - The political, economical, and socio-cultural impact of the mining indnstry
in South Africa

Leonard Thompson, A History of South Africa
William Worger, South Africa’s City of Diamonds: Mine Workers and
Monopoly Capitalism in Kimberley (1987)
Alan MacKinnon, The Making of South Africa (2004)
Shula Marks and R. Rathbone, eds., Industrialization and Social Change
in South Africa (1982)

WEEK 6-- Origins and characteristics of Racial Discrimination in South Africa
Thompson, A History of Seuth Africa :



Williams, From the South African Fast

WEEK 7-8- the Rise of Afrikancr nationalism
Dunbar Moodie, The Rise of Afrikanerdom (1973)
Dan O’Meara, Volkskapitalisme: Class Capital and Idealogy in the
Development of Afrikaner Nationalism (1983)
James Barber, South Africa in the Twentieth Century (1999)
Patrick Furlong, Between Crown and Swastika (1991)

WEEK 9-10 — Black Nationalism
Barber, South Africa in the 20™ Century
Peter Walshe, The Rise of African Nationalism in South Africa (1971)
Catherine Higgs, The Ghost of Equality (1997)
Williams, From the South African Past
Brian Willan, Sol Plaatje, South African Nationalist (1984)
Gail Gerhart, Black Power in South Africa (1979)

WEEK 11-12 — The Era of Apartheid in South Africa
Barber, South Africa in the 20" Century
Thompson, A History of South Africa
Dan O’Meara, Forty Lost Years (1996)

WEEK 13-14- Evolution of Black Nationalism and Armed Struggle
Philip Boner, et al., Apartheid's Genesis (1993)
Williams, From the South African Past
Tom Lodge, Black Politics in South Africa Since 1945 (1983)
Stephen Davis, Apartheid’s Rebels (1987)
Thomas Karis-and G M. Gerhart, From Protest to Challenge (1987) vols.
3-4,

WEEK 15 —Research project: Students need to complete their research papers and
be ready to submit them.



