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SAMPLE COURSE QOUTLINE
HISTORY 5388
Advanced Seminar in Middle Eastern History

Course Description -

History 388 is a seminar involving the exploration of primary and secondary sources as
part of an advanced research project in Middle Eastern history: This course will focus on
various historiograpical and theoretical approaches to the history of the region in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. We will read classic and recent works of scholarship
on the following themes: Orientalism, colonialism, indigenous elites and reform, social
and economic history, nationalism, revolution and rebellion, and gender and women’s
studies. After surveying a selection of scholarly works, students will choose an approved
research topic and write a primary source-based research paper.

Course Requirements

Class Attendance and Participation; 20%. The success of this class depends on your
active participation and regular attendance.

Discussion Facilitation: 10%. Each student will facilitate a discussion of an assigned
reading once in the semester. T recommend strongly that you meet with me in advance to
go over the list of questions you have drafted.

Book Review: 10%. Students will choose one of the assigned books from our reading list
and write a 5-7 page review presenting and evaluating the book’s thesis, evidence, and
approach.

Topic Proposal and Annotated Bibliography: 20%. Students will submit a research topic
proposal, including preliminary thesis statement, and annotated bibliography. All
research topics must be approved ahead of time by the instructor,

Research Paper: 40%. The last five weeks of class will be devoted to launching the
research project and giving progress reports on it, At the end of the semester, students
will present their research to the class and submit the final paper.



Course Readings

Albert Hourani, Philip Khoury, and Mary Wilson, eds. The Modern Middle East: A
Reader

Edward Said, Orientalism

Heather Sharkey, Living with Colonialism: Nationalism and Culture in the Anglo-
Egyptian Sudan

Timothy Mitchell, Colonizing Egypt

Leila Abu-Lughod, Remaking Women: Feminism and Modernity in the Middle East

Julia Clancy-Smith, Rebel and Saint: Muslim Notables, Populist Protest, Colonial
Encounters

Donald Quataert, ed. Congumption Studies in Ottoman Empire and the History of the
Ottoman Empire, 1500-1992: An Introduction (Social and Economic History of

the Middle East)
Israel Gershont and James Jankowski, Rethinking Arab Nationalism
Nikki Keddie, Roots of Revolution
Misagh Parsa, Social Origins of the Iranian Revolution

Mansour Moaddel, Class, Politics, and Ideology in the Iranian Revolution

Schedule

UNIT 1/Weeks 1-2: Introduction to the Course and Historiography of the Modern Middle
East, the Orientalism Debate

UNIT 2/Weeks 3-4: Colonialism, Reform, and Gender
UNIT 3/Weeks 5-6: Social and Economic History
UNIT 4/Weeks 7-8:; Nationalism

UNIT 5/Week 9; Revolution and Rebellion

UNIT 6/Weeks 10-15: Preparation of Research Papers/Workshops/Oral Presentations



