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Linguistics 355 — Heritage Languages and Heritage Speakers

FALL 2017
CRN 42756 TuTh 1:00pm—2:15pm SBSB 1108G

Contact Information

Professor Office Office Hours E-mail and Tel.

Dr. Nicoleta Bateman | SBSB 4227 Tue 2:20-3:20pm nbateman@csusm.edu
Wed 9:00-11:00am, 760-750-8036
and by appointment

Course description

Introduces the linguistic and cultural properties of heritage languages, defined as languages
acquired in the home and later supplanted by the dominant language of a given community.
Investigates the phonological, morphological, and syntactic properties of heritage languages, the
relationship between language and identity, the role of motivation in language re-learning, the
role of bilingualism in cognition, and the role of family, community, and public policy on
language maintenance.

Class website

http://cc.csusm.edu/. It is the student’s responsibility to check the class website (CC below). The
content is updated weekly (assignments, e-mail, announcements). Please use internal course e-
mail for correspondence about the course.

Required readings
Articles and chapters posted on Cougar Courses. All readings are required. Occasionally I will
ask you to print out an article and bring it to class.

Course requirements

Students are required to attend class and participate, complete all reading and writing
assignments, complete and present a final research project.

Grading
Writing assignments 35%
Reading assignments 10 %
Debate 5%
Final project 30 %
Final presentation 10%
Class participation 10%

100 %




Student learning outcomes

Upon completion of this course students should be able to:
o understand and define the terms “heritage language” and “heritage speaker”
o articulate the kinds of questions linguists ask about the nature heritage languages
o understand and explain the methods of inquiry used to learn about heritage languages
o discuss the linguistic, cultural, and social factors that impact language development and
explain how these are inextricably interwoven
understand and describe basic differences between heritage speakers and “traditional”
bilinguals
o present, both orally and in writing, arguments related to the notions of language
maintenance and language policy

O

GEP student learning outcomes (GEPSLOs)

Upon completion of General Education coursework, students will be able to:

(the following are from the University’s GE Program website)

4. Use oral communication to effectively convey meaning to various audiences.

5. Find, evaluate, and use authoritative and/or scholarly information to comprehend a line of
inquiry.

6. Think critically and analytically about an issue, idea or problem, considering alternative
perspectives and re-evaluation of one's own position.

8. Describe the importance of diverse experiences, thoughts, and identities needed to be effective
in working and living in diverse communities and environments.

Reading assignments

Readings are to be completed prior to the class during which they are to be discussed. The
research articles on Cougar Courses will be presented and discussed first in groups, then with the
entire class. For some of the articles, you will need to write up a reading response. I indicate
which articles fall into this category in the schedule, and will provide further details in class and
online.

Writing assignments

In addition to the final project, writing assignments with specific instructions will be provided on
Cougar Courses.

Final Project and Presentation (Group work)

In licu of a final exam, there will be a group final project and presentation, from the options
below. You will have some class time to work on the project (see course schedule at the end of
the syllabus). All options will involve research as well as writing a proposal, an annotated
bibliography, a summary of research findings, a self-reflection, and a paper. Options 1 and 2 will
submit a final revised draft of the paper during finals week, and Option 3 will submit the film or
performance. Detailed instructions will be provided in class.



Final project options:

1.

Research paper. An in-depth investigation into the status of a particular heritage
language in the US (include history of the language in the US and current demographics;
language programs that teach those languages at various grade levels—either as second
languages, or heritage languages; what linguistic research tells us about those languages)
Research-based position paper. An informed paper intended for a particular audience
(teachers, community members, policy makers, group of SLPs and pediatricians, parents,
or another group of your choice) that explains what heritage languages and heritage
speakers are, the importance of maintaining those languages--backed by evidence (e.g.
role of bilingualism in cognition, in academic achievement, in global citizenry, in
identity, family relationships, personal growth). Provide concrete examples of potential
ways each of the audience groups can be encouraging kids and adults to maintain their
languages (can also include use of technology).

Creative piece: Create a short film (7-10 min) or do a performance
illustrating/explaining what heritage languages are, how they can be maintained —same
as #2 above. This creative option can also illustrate an individual or a group’s heritage
language story. If you select this option, during the oral presentation you will introduce
the film or performance, and briefly explain your approach.

Class Presentation:

For the oral presentation, you may either do a power-point or other format of an in-class
presentation, or you may create a poster based on your research on the topic you are
preparing for the final, and present that at the student poster showcase in November.

All University Writing Requirement

This requirement will be met via reading responses, writing assignments, and the final project
write up.

Policies

Late assignments will not be accepted (unless you have a compelling reason for not being
able to submit an assignment on time; e.g. you cannot have a planned emergency!)

No make-ups are allowed for the final paper and presentation.

Feel free to ask questions in class. Chances are other students have the same question.
Come to class on time, and do not leave early. Respect the learning environment and do
not disturb the class. Texting, Facebook, Twitter, and other social networking sites are
not appropriate for class time, You will be asked to leave the class and counted as absent.
Turn off cell phones and other disruptive devices.

Missed class and Office hours

If you miss class for whatever reason, it is your responsibility to be informed about what
was covered (ask a classmate for notes, check CC for assignments, handouts).

Do not e-mail or come to OH expecting a run-down of what we did in a class you missed
(this is especially important if your group worked together during that class time).

Do come to office hours to ask any questions that you did not get to ask in class, for
clarification, etc.



Class Participation and Attendance

Full points will not be given for mere physical presence throughout the semester. Students are
expected to actively participate in class discussions, to ask and answer questions, express their
interpretation of a particular reading and be respectful of the interpretation of others. This course
in particular will depend heavily on student involvement in discussion.

Students with disabilities

Students with disabilities who require reasonable accommodations must be approved for services
by providing appropriate and recent documentation to the Office of Disabled Student Services
(DSS). This office is located in Craven Hall 5205, and can be contacted by phone at (760) 750-
4905, or TTY (760) 750-4909. Students authorized by DSS to receive reasonable
accommodations should meet with me during my office hours in order to ensure confidentiality.

University Academic Honesty Policy

The maintenance of academic integrity and quality education is the responsibility of each student
within this University and the California State University system. Cheating and plagiarism in
connection with an academic program at a campus are listed in Section 41301, Title 5, California
Code of Regulations, as an offense for which a student may be expelled, suspended, put on
probation, or given a less severe disciplinary action. Academic dishonesty is an especially
serious offense. It diminishes the quality of scholarship and defrauds those who depend upon the
integrity of the campus programs. Such dishonesty includes, but is not limited to the following:
* Cheating: using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in
any academic exercise.
* Fabrication: falsification or invention of any information or citation in an academic
exercise.
* Facilitating Academic Dishonesty: intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to
help another to commit an act of academic dishonesty.
* Plagiarism: intentionally or knowingly representing the words, ideas, or work of another
as one’s own in any academic exercise.

Tentative schedule

Week | Date | Topic Reading Assignment | Homework
Assignment Due

29 What are heritage languages?
Who are heritage speakers?

Aug Read heritage language
31 Introduction to fundamental briefs on CC




concepts in linguistics

Selections from Peyton
et al 2001
Fromkin Ch. 1

Sep | Theories of language Language files. 8
5 acquisition; contextualizing
the study of heritage
languages.
Sep | Bilingualism, bilingual first Video: TEDx Potowski | HW 1, see CC
7 language acquisition. Where | Valdés 2014 Exercises reinforcing
do heritage languages fit in? basic concepts in
linguistics and
language acquisition
Sep | Code switching and its HW 2, written response
12 significance in bilingualism Park-Johnson 2017 to TEDx video
Reading assgt 1: Park-
Johnson 2017
Sep | Why do heritage languages Boroditsky 2001
14 matter? Boroditsky 2011
Linguistic relativity: does Search for news articles
language shape the way we on bilingualism and
think? cognition and bring to
Bilingualism and cognition, class
Sep | Language loss and language | Romaine 2007 HW 3, Heritage
19 revitalization; parallels and languages in our
differences with heritage community
languages
Guest speaker: Jocelyn Ahlers
Sep | What does linguistic research | Polinsky and Kagan Reading assgt 2:
21 tell us about heritage 2007 Polinsky and Kagan
languages?
Sep | Discussion of final group
26 project
Sep | Phonetics and Phonology in Oh et al 2003 Reading assgt 3: Oh et
28 heritage languages al 2003
Oct | Phonetics and Phonology in Kupisch et al 2014 Project proposal due
3 heritage languages
Oct | Morphological and syntactic | Davidson et al 2013
5 aspects of heritage languages | Heritage language brief
on CC
Oct | Group work: design Use resources on Project: annotated
10- | questionnaire for interviewing | NHLRC website (see bibliography due on
12 a heritage speaker; conduct CC) Oct. 10

interview

Questionnaires due on
Oct. 12




8 Oct | Sociolinguistic perspectives. | He 2014 HW 4, Write up of
17- | Heritage learner/speaker Bateman 2016 interview with heritage
19 identity; motivation in speaker due Oct. 19
language learning
9 Oct | Continue discussion on Dressler 2010 HW 5, Personal
24- | identity and motivation. Tan 2010 (in class) linguistic history
25 Gutiérrez and reflection
Amengual 2016 Reading assgt 3:
Dressler 2010
10 Oct | Language policies and Fishman 2014 Project: summary due
31, | practices in the US Kim et al. 2015 Nov. 2
Nov | Language maintenance
2
11 Nov | The future of heritage speakers: debate teams; class will | Turn in your notes for
7-9 form teams to debate on policy, education, and issues the debate
relevant to heritage languages and speakers.
Read materials to support your side of the debate
12 Nov | Heritage languages outside
14 the US
Nov | English as a heritage language | Kayam 2013 HW 6, Perspective
16 assignment (what if
you were a heritage
speaker?)
13 Nov | Group work on final projects Project: first draft
21 due
Nov | Happy Thanksgiving!
23
14 Nov | Group work on final projects
28
Nov | Student presentations of final projects
30
15 Dec
5-7 | Student Presentations of final projects
16 Dec | Final papers due by 3:45pm
12
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