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The Human Development Program (HD) at California State University at San Marcos is a highly inter-disciplinary program that requires students to learn about a wide variety of issues related to human development through multiple perspectives:

The human development major is an interdisciplinary program that focuses on human growth and development throughout the life span, and on the familial, social, cultural, and political networks in which individuals develop.
--from: http://www.csusm.edu/assessment/Portfolios/CoAS/HumanDevelopment/introduction.htm

As such, the library plays an integral role in ensuring that students and faculty in this program have not only sufficient materials in the library’s collections, but an appropriate degree of support for students’ research requirements through a profession librarian.
Two of the HD Program’s Student Learning Objectives illustrate the need for a strong Library collection and specialist librarian to fully support student learning:

 4. Demonstrate a basic understanding of research methods commonly used in human development research, including understanding the uses and limits of statistical analysis and design, ability to design a new investigation.
7. Access research materials (e.g., from libraries, internet, etc.) to support a comprehensive, interdisciplinary literature review on a selected topic in human development and present the information to an interested audience of lay people and/or applied professionals.
--from: http://www.csusm.edu/assessment/Portfolios/CoAS/HumanDevelopment/SLOs.htm

The following is an assessment of the library support that is currently being provided to students and faculty in the Human Development program.

COLLECTIONS

As previously mentioned, the Human Development program is wide-ranging. For example, students may take courses that focus on administration of social services, the biology of human reproduction, and research methods in psychology. With this in mind, it is extremely difficult to provide an accurate picture of the library’s collections to support this program through book counts. (e.g. The number of books in the Library’s collection.) Similarly, there is no single database of research literature that captures even a significant portion of the Human Development curriculum.  The chart below provides some details on the most important databases for Human Development in CSUSM’s collection:

	Databases with research literature 
related to the Human Development curriculum
 

	Sociological Abstracts
Provides access to the latest international findings in theoretical and applied sociology, social science, and political science.
Coverage: 1963 to current
 

	PsycINFO
Available via EbscoHost: A comprehensive international database of psychology, covering the academic, research, and practice literature in psychology from over 45 countries in more than 30 languages.
Coverage: 1887→current
 

	ERIC
A national database of education literature, including reports and journal articles.
Coverage: 1966→current
 

	CINAHL
Provides abstracts for articles from 1,700 journals in the fields of nursing and allied health.
Coverage: 1982 to current 
 

	PubMed @ CSUSM
The premier database of world biomedical literature on clinical medicine and preclinical research. 
 

	Social Services Abstracts
Abstracts of current research focused on social work, human services, and related areas, including social welfare, social policy, and community development.
 


Collection development efforts for the HD program have focused on adding materials on grant writing, human/social services (including administration) for all stages of the lifespan, adult development, and psychological test collections. These are all areas of the library’s collections that had limited materials and are in high demand by HD students. 
The BSN librarian also collects for the psychology, kinesiology, and nursing programs and is working closely with the Child and Adolescent Development (CHAD) program proposers. (This program may be offered as soon as Fall 2009.) These programs’ collections, as well as the Human Development program’s, all have some topic overlap. Therefore, the BSN librarian is actively seeking to acquire materials that not only support one program, but can also be used by student in the other majors. As the CHAD program is implemented, the BSN librarian will be working to ensure that this program and the HD program have an appropriate library collection to support their unique needs as well as those areas that overlap.
As mentioned in the August 2002 Library Report, students in this program continue to benefit from the Library’s participation in the San Diego CIRCUIT. Students also make use of the inter-library loan services. These services are vitally important for students in this wide-ranging program. It is simply impossible for a library of this size to have an on-hand collection for each topic/issue that a student may choose to investigate. 

The August 2002 Library report also articulated concerns about the continuing growth of the campus and the shrinking of the Library’s materials budget. The Library, as of this writing, is continuing to work with such budget constraints as well as additional, current budgetary concerns. As the Library considers how to address this, it is worrisome that materials of use to HD majors may be lost. It is very difficult to anticipate exactly what may be affected. In this case, the wide range of topics covered in the curriculum and selected by students may mean that materials on a specific topic may eventually be lacking, but overall, sufficient materials may still be available. 

LIBRARIAN SUPPORT: INSTRUCTION AND REFERENCE

The BSN librarian is extraordinarily active in providing information literacy instruction to Human Development classes. This close collaboration with instructors is highly valued by the BSN librarian and HD faculty and has lead to many long-term efforts that directly support students. The BSN librarian has worked with almost every section of HD 497: Applied Research in Human Development since the Spring 2002 semester, and most sections of HD 300: Administration in Social Services. The librarian has also worked with HD301: Theories of Human Development, HD490: Human Development in Perspective, HD495: Field Experience in Human Development. Research has shown that students make greater use of the library and of the assistance available to them through librarians when in-class instruction on library research is provided. This is also the case with Human Development students. The BSN librarian, in Fall 2007, had 120 inquiries from students needing research assistance. These inquiries came via email, student drop-in visits to the librarian’s office, scheduled appointments, instant messaging, and by phone. Slightly over half of these inquiries came from students enrolled in a HD course. Approximately 10 of these inquiries were from students enrolled in courses that many HD students take (e.g. PSYC 230: Research Methods in Psychology.) This information indicates that HD students engaged in research are a significant portion of the librarian’s reference/research assistance workload. Continued collaboration with HD faculty is essential to ensuring that students are aware of the assistance they can get from the librarian and that the librarian is informed of these assignments and program requirements. 
The BSN librarian position is a ‘new’ position. Up until the Spring 2007 semester, the Human Development program was supported by the Science Librarian. This position was split in Spring 2007; the BSN librarian would work with the Human Development, Kinesiology, Nursing and Psychology programs and the Natural Sciences Librarian would work with the Applied Physics, Biology, Biotechnology, Biochemistry, Chemistry, and Mathematics programs. One of the reasons for the split was because of the significant work the Science Librarian was doing with HD students and faculty. A popular and growing major, the Human Development program and its emphasis on research (applied and theoretical) indicates that Library support will continue to be essential to student success. The BSN librarian will be able to dedicate more to the students and faculty of this major as result of this ‘new’ position. 

