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	Planning for Assessment in 2010-2011

(Required by October 1, 2010. May be submitted earlier for expedited funding decision.)          


	1)   Please identify one or two student learning outcomes that your program will assess in 2010-2011. 

	Two student learning outcomes will be assessed in 2010-2011: 

1. Demonstrating laboratory skills

2. Understanding the fundamental principles of Human Biomechanics 

These two learning outcomes were selected to specifically assess the efficacy of a newly added laboratory course as a co-requisite to KINE 300 – Biomechanics of Human Movement.  KINE 300 is very Math and Physics intensive, and is typically a difficult course for many Kinesiology majors.  Addition of a lab co-requisite may help to improve student understanding of several of the basic ideas presented in this course in addition to providing valuable experience with the use of biomechanics laboratory equipment. 

	2)   What specific assessment activities will you conduct this year in order to measure student achievement of these objectives?

	SLO #1: student demonstration of biomechanics lab skills will be assessed by comparing final projects for students enrolled in Fall and Spring semesters of 2010/2011 with those of students enrolled in biomechanics prior to the addition of the laboratory (i.e. Fall and Spring 2009/2010).  The final project is designed to allow students to demonstrate their ability to design and implement a research project related to the analysis of human movement that utilizes several of the key laboratory skills introduced during lecture.  In addition to this comparison, student feedback will be solicited through an end of the semester questionnaire.  The subject of the questionnaire will be the efficacy of the laboratory activities in preparing students for their final project and in reinforcing ideas learned during the lecture portion of the course.

SLO #2: exam scores will be compared for students taking KINE 300 with the new laboratory and students who took KINE 300 prior to the addition of the lab.  It was hypothesized that addition of the laboratory would improve student understanding of lecture material due to increased exposure to biomechanics ideas and increased time with the instructor.  Because KINE 300 is typically a difficult course for Kinesiology students, any measure that might improve understanding in lecture is a very important finding.  In addition to comparing exam scores, questions will be added to the laboratory evaluation form handed out to students that ask them to relate their lab experience to their overall understanding of biomechanics concepts.  

	3)   Please describe how the assessment support of $750 will be used.  
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