Teacher: Chris Jackson

Grade and School: Richland Elementary

Discipline Area(s): math science social science language arts arts

Project Title: Spring Mural

Project Goal(s): To make a mural depicting spring flowers, grass, trees and butterflies. These were all to be covered in science units.

Process and Steps:

The initial steps for the mural were to learn paper-cutting techniques and folding techniques. The students glued their 4 samples on a large piece of construction paper for later reference. Four different colored squares were used.

   1. The 1st square was folded in 1/2. Students cut from one edge to folded edge using small 1/8" cuts. The other side remained uncut. Fringe.

   1. The 2nd square was also folded in 12. The paper was cut from one edge to center fold in cuts of varying widths. The paper was then folded in according folds.

   1. The 3rd cutting technique was to start at one corner and cut in a spiral pattern while turning paper.

   1. The 4th technique was to fold the square lengthwise and cut 4 slits on a diagonal on the fold line.

Materials Needed: Scissors, glue and 4 pieces of colored construction paper. I used

4 x 4 squares but most sizes would work.

Essential Questions:

1 What skills, elements, vocabulary were taught?

Cutting skills were learned. Techniques for paper handling, vocabulary - 1/2, folds, diagonal edge, varying widths, and spiral pattern.

2. How did you assess the children’s understanding? The sample techniques were glued to a full sized sheet of construction paper so their mastery could be gauged.

3. Where could you go from here? The real assessment was how they would apply these new techniques to the formation of our mural.

4. Other comments:

We used the 1st technique for grass and to fringe the leaves on the palm trees. The 2nd and 3rd technique were used for flowers and the 4th added dimension to the bark of trees. The mural was a success.

