Teacher: Dale Murphy

Grade and School: Felicita 5th

Discipline Area(s): math science social science language arts arts

Project Title: Positive Black Americans (Biography & Mural)

Project Goal(s): Mural - have students create and design a mural of the 20 positive Black Americans who they are currently researching for their biography project. The mural will be done by the entire class and used for a backdrop when we do our oral reports/biographies. The mural will then be displayed for the rest of the school.

Process and Steps:

Materials Needed:

Time! Patience!

(bed sheet or material to do the art in, paints)

Essential Questions:

1 What skills, elements, vocabulary were taught?

What is symbolism, how to research and write a biography, what is it and how to do it, murals, drawing to scale, combining ideas for a group effort

2. How did you assess the children’s understanding?

Biographies and oral presentation, and the completion of each stage of the mural

3. Where could you go from here?

To the Nut House! This is a major project, but it is coming along (slowly, but) nicely !

4. Other comments:

We first decided who we wanted to study (and later draw). Then, we worked on symbolism and images of our positive Black American. Since only my reading group (about 20 kids) were doing the biographies, my other kids (11) had to decide who they wanted to work with. Then, the group had to decide what image or symbol best represented the person being studied or depicted. Then each group had to draw the picture to scale (all had to be 8" x 11"). After that, we placed them on the board (on a mock mural) to figure out how we wanted the mural to look. We will then draw the images on a bed sheet and then create a border to tie in all the images with one another. Finally, when all is done we will paint the mural.

