Teacher: Janine Burton

Grade and School: Richland 4th

Discipline Area(s): math science social science language arts arts

Project Title: Autobiographical Poster - illustrating essay on a significant gift given or received

Project Goal(s): To visually represent essential elements f this writing domain - modeled after style of Diego Rivera’s

Process and Steps: "Allegory of California"

   1. Explored/examined Rivera’s poster - discussed elements of his work - eye goes in a circle, settles on central image

   1. Review elements of autobiography - sensory details, dialogue, naming, action/gestures, interior monologue, setting, climax and significance. Significance becomes central focus.

   1. Students sketched different elements - created rough draft collage - arranged in a pleasing way around significance

   1. Students created final poster. It took about 2 weeks for all to finish

Materials Needed:

For this assignment specifically, their essays they wrote, paper, pencil, crayons or markers, copy of Diego Rivera’s "Allegory of California" (scholastic)

Essential Questions:

1 What skills, elements, vocabulary were taught?

Review of elements of autobio essay - design elements of central focus, collage

2. How did you assess the children’s understanding?

Some students who hadn’t included all elements in their essay were made aware of what was missing when they couldn’t come up with a picture for that element

3. Where could you go from here?

Using another artist’s work with separated elements like Rivera’s could help students analyze their own work, written or visual

4. Other comments:

I think this idea has potential. I haven’t figured out exactly where to apply it again.

