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Abstract: Information Retrieval (IR) deals with the retrieval of unstructured data,
especially textual documents, in response to a query or topic statement. This
guery may itself be unstructured, e.g., a sentence or even another document, or
may be structured, e.g., a Boolean expression. The need for effective methods of
automated IR has grown in importance due to the tremendous explosion in the
amount of unstructured data, both internal, corporate document collections, and
the immense and growing number of document sources on the Internet.

The talk will describe some of the basic concepts in IR, in particular an
introduction to the vector space method for document retrieval. An application of
the singular value decomposition (SVD) of a matrix to IR, known as Latent
Semantic Indexing, will also be described.
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