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SAN MARCOS Clinical Nursing Faculty Certificate
Course Descriptions

Semester | Courses

EDUC 592 - Essential Elements of Adult Learning Theory (2 units)

Prepares instructors to design lessons, deliver content, and assess student outcomes for adult learners.
Introduces the student to theories of adult learning and motivation, use of evidence based assessment, and
characteristics of effective instruction.

EDST 633 - Design Online Experiences for Teaching and Learning (3 units)
Prepares instructors to design online experiences using appropriate instructional media and assessment for
effective web-based learning.

Semester Il Courses

NURS 456 - Teaching Nursing: Implementation of Theory into Practice (5 units)

Introduction to the teaching of clinical nursing in the clinical and simulated laboratory settings. Included will be the
development of clinical syllabi, program objectives, learning outcomes and evaluation of clinical objectives, clinical
performance, critical thinking and diagnostic reasoning/clinical inference. Utilization of simulation technology and
the creation of clinical scenarios for simulation testing will also be included.

NURS 457 - Practice Teaching Clinical Nursing (2 units)

This practicum is designed to provide a practice teaching experience in a program of nursing in a community
college or baccalaureate setting. The student will be assigned to a preceptor who is a faculty member in a
nursing program teaching a clinical nursing consistent with the student's area of clinical expertise. The minimum
requirement is 90 hours of practice teaching.



Accelerated BSN - Course Descriptions, Continued...

Accelerated BSN Courses

NURS 300 Fundamentals of Nursing Communication and Skills (4 units)

Introduction to professional and clinical issues in nursing. Theoretical and conceptual approaches
to nursing, the nursing process, basic nursing skills, communication, legal/ethical issues, basic
leadership and cultural issues are included within the context of Orem’s Self-Care Nursing model.
Describes the dimensions of the professional role as provider of care, teacher, advocate,
coordinator of care, and member of the profession.

NURS 301 Practicum: Fundamentals of Nursing (3 units)

Structured simulated experience in the Nursing Skills Laboratory and clinical activities in long
term nursing settings focusing on application of clinical skills and techniques, medication
administration, therapeutic communication and use of nursing process.

NURS 314 Health Assessment, Teaching, and Health Promotion (4 units)

Introduction to health assessment including history-taking, physical examination of body systems,
and documentation of findings across the life span. Includes the principles of patient education
and health promotion and concept integration into the formation of nursing care plans.

NURS 315 Practicum: Health Assessment and Teaching (2 units)

Clinical application of health assessment techniques across the life span including history-taking,
physical examination of body systems, and documentation in the simulated environment of
Nursing Skills Laboratory. Application of assessment skills and the formation and implementation
of patient education/health promotion nursing care plans in long term care settings.

NURS 316A Pathophysiology (2 units)

Introduction the pathophysiologic basis for nursing diagnosis and nursing interventions used for
deviations of the integumentary, sensory, musculoskeletal, gastrointestinal, respiratory and
cardiovascular systems and the common pharmacological agents used in for treatment of system
dysfunction.

NURS 316B Pathophysiology (2 units)

Introduction the pathophysiologic basis for nursing diagnosis and nursing interventions used for
deviations of the endocrine, hematological, renal/genitourinary, and neurological systems and
the common pharmacological agents used in for treatment of system dysfunction.

NURS 322 Nursing of Adults in the Acute Care Setting | (4 units)

Principles of nursing care delivery of adults and older adults experiencing health deviations of the
integumentary, sensory, musculoskeletal, gastrointestinal, respiratory and cardiovascular,
endocrine, hematological, renal/genitourinary systems in acute care settings. Focus on chronic
system dysfunction where applicable. Uses nursing process as the foundation for standard
nursing interventions.

NURS 323 Practicum: Nursing of Adults in the Acute Care Setting | (4 units)

Clinical practice of adults and older adults in acute care settings experiencing health deviations
of the integumentary, sensory, musculoskeletal, gastrointestinal, endocrine, hematological,
renal/genitourinary, respiratory, and cardiovascular systems. Focus on chronic dysfunction
where applicable. Nursing care is provided through the use of Orem’s Self-Care model.

NURS 324 Nursing of Adults in the Acute Care Setting Il (4 units)

Principles of nursing care delivery of adults in the acute care and critical care settings
experiencing health deviations of neurological and immune systems including neoplastic diseases
and trauma. Focus is on patients experiencing acute neurological, neurovascular, cardiovascular
and respiratory conditions and those with complex, multi-system failure.
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NURS 325 Practicum: Nursing of Adults in the Acute Care Setting Il (4 units)

Clinical practice of adults in acute care and critical care settings experiencing health deviations of
neurological and immune systems including neoplastic diseases and trauma. This also includes
those experiencing acute neurological, neurovascular, cardiovascular and respiratory conditions
and those with complex, multi-system failure.

NURS 330 Nursing Care of Women, Childrearing Families, and Children (4 units)
Introduction to the principles of nursing care and assessment of women and infants in obstetrical
settings with normal childbearing experiences, women in gynecological settings and infants and
children in pediatric settings experiencing health deviations of the various body systems.
Introduction to family nursing and health promotion in childrearing families.

NURS 331 Practicum: Nursing Care of Women, Childrearing Families, and Infants (4 units)
Clinical practice of women and infants and the application of family nursing concepts and health
promotion with childrearing family in obstetrical and community settings. Application of nursing
care for women in gynecological and infants and children in pediatric settings with acute health
deviations of the various body systems.

NURS 352 Nursing Research (3 Units)
An understanding of the research process and research utilization in clinical practice. Students
develop skills in reading, analyzing, and critiquing research related to nursing.

NURS 360 Psychiatric-Mental Health Nursing (2 units)

Principles of nursing care delivery to individuals demonstrating acute and chronic deviation in
social and psychological functioning, behavioral dysfunction and/or substance
abuse/dependence.

NURS 361 Practicum: Psychiatric-Mental Health Nursing (2 units)

Clinical experience in a variety of settings implementing the nursing process with clients
demonstrating acute and chronic deviation in social and psychological functioning, behavioral
dysfunction and/or substance abuse/dependence.

NURS 440 Community Health Nursing (3 units)

Focuses on the professional nurse’s role in working with aggregates in the community, exploring
contemporary public health problems, and working collaboratively with the community as part of
the interdisciplinary team. The frameworks that guide community-based, population-focused
practice and research are included to assist the student in developing skills in community
assessment, program planning and practice interventions to help identified populations within the
community maintain their optimum level of health.

NURS 442 Nursing Case Management (3 units)

Development skills in managing the care of chronically ill patients in the acute care setting and in
the community in order to maintain maximum levels of function and self care ability, to reduce
hospitalization, manage symptoms, and increase quality of life for persons at risk. Focuses is
on nursing case management models, roles and strategies used for managing high-risk client
populations and for providing comprehensive care coordination, brokerage, monitoring, discharge
planning, client/family advocacy, and nursing interventions.

NURS 447 Practicum: Community Health Nursing and Nursing Case Management (4 units)
Clinical experience is provided within the community such as public health, home health, and
hospice settings and within acute care agencies In the community settings, students work as a
member of an interdisciplinary team, applying the frameworks that guide community-based and
population-focused public health nursing practice and to assist identified high-risk or vulnerable
populations within the community maintain their optimum level of health. The community
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experience focuses public health nursing practice and home health nursing interventions,
community assessment and planning. The acute care experience focuses on implementation of
nursing case management strategies and intervention and on discharge planning for clients in the
acute care settings.

NURS 450 Nursing Leadership and Health Care Issues (3 units)

Organizational theory and management practices applied to health care systems. The role of the
nurse manager as leader and change agent in the delivery of care to patient groups and
communities within complex and diverse health care settings. Contemporary issues affecting the
delivery of health care and the discipline of the professional practice of nursing.

NURS 451 Practicum: Nursing Leadership and Advanced Medical/Surgical Nursing

(2 units)

Application of organizational theory and management practices in health care settings.
Development of skills and competencies for the frontline nurse manager with-in and beyond the
wall of the acute care setting Operationalize the role of the nurse manager as leader and change
agent in the delivery of care to patient groups and communities within complex and diverse health
care settings.

NURS 495 Externship for Accelerated Students (2 Units)
Designed for the accelerated nursing student to work in a clinical setting and enhance clinical
skills under the supervision of a clinical preceptor as a role model.



