GENERAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
Submitted by Sharon Elise, GEC Chair, 2010-12 

GEC Voting Members: Judy Bauerlein, Allison Carr, Annette Daoud, Sharon Elise, Scott Greenwood, Katherine Hijar; Michael Schmidt, Xiaoyu Zhang 

GEC Non-Voting Members: David Barsky, Andres Favela, Sharon Hamill, Virginia Mann, Daniel Mahoney 

Tasks completed 
Curriculum Review 
Throughout the academic year, GEC continued to review courses submitted for GE credit. This academic year we received 27 proposals for general education credit; we approved 24 of these. The following courses were approved: 

VSAR 361 New Documentary Film CC 
GEOG 341 Nature and Society in Calif Dg 
ID 370-8 Indigenous Anthropology DD 
KINE 310 Adventure, Teambdg & Exper Educ E 
PHIL 390-1/WMST 300-1 Feminist Ethics CC 
PSCI 413A Const Law: Civil Liberties DD 
PSCI 413B Const Law: Equal Protec & Civil Rts DD 
DNCE 130-3 Contemporary Ballet C1 
LTWR 302-1 Native American Lit CC 
SOC 468/PSCI 418 Am Indian Pol Econ Dev DD 
SOC 348 Am Indian Comm DD 
GEOG 202 World Regional Geog D2 
CHEM 101 Preparatory Chem B1 
EDUC 364 Role of Cult Diversity in Schooling DD 
EDUC/HD 380 Apps in Child & Youth Development DD 
LING 351 Language Acquisition DD 
TA 101 Intro to Acting C1 
TA 222 Intro to African Am Theatre C1 
WMST 300-16 Feminist Geography DD 
MUSC 180-2 Music of World Religions C1 
MATH 200 Mathematical Statistics for Nursing B4 
COMM 420-2 Asian Am and Media DD 
DNCE 200 Movement Awareness C1 
HLSCI 200 Personal Health and Wellness E 
ESW 120 has been created for Early Start to correspond to GEL 120 for area E credit ESM 111 has been created to correspond to GEL 110 for area E credit 
GE Revision 
Lower-division GELOs were approved at Senate on April 4th. 
· Area A: Basic Skills 

· A1: Oral Communication 

· A2: Written Communication 

· A3: Critical Thinking 

· Area B: Scientific Inquiry and Mathematical Reasoning 

· B1: Physical Sciences (with B3: Lab Component) 

· B2: Life Sciences (with B3: Lab Component) 

· B4: Mathematics and Quantitative Reasoning 

· Area C: Arts and Humanities 

· C1: Arts 

· C2: Humanities 

· C3: LOTER 

· Area D: Social Sciences 

· D/D7: Disciplinary and Interdisciplinary Social Science 

· Dc/g/h: American Institutions 

· Area E: Life-long Learning and Self-Development 

Upper-division GELOs Drafted for Diversity and Global 
Faculty subcommittees have drafted GELOs for areas in global studies and diversity/equity responding to charges from the President and Provost; GEC Chair S. Elise sent a letter to department chairs describing the background of the GE revision, the place of diversity and global in that, and the draft GELOs, calling for widespread consideration and discussion of a ‗thematic approach‘ to the 9 units of upper division GE currently configured as BB, CC, and DD. There is still not clear support for a thematic approach to the upper division GE as, for example, department chairs are concerned about the potential impact on various disciplinary department engagement in GE and related FTES distributions. Further, some are also concerned about the failure of a model based on diversity and global to address the question of inter-disciplinarity. Finally, faculty in CS&M and those (in Psychology) who teach BB courses did meet to create GELOs for the upper division BB requirement but did not resolve the question of an articulation of BB courses (as currently constituted) with a thematic approach to the 9 units of upper division GE. 

Several spring forums were held inviting faculty to express their thoughts on the proposal for UDGE themes. The consensus seemed to be that the current UDGE structure should remain in place, with an ―Bingo approach‖ describing the overlay of themes of global and diversity. The forum also produced a renewed commitment to interdisciplinarity, which may be added at a later date as an additional theme. Faculty members present spoke in support of the themes, but were not prepared to move to a complete theme structure. Faculty also voiced support for all area faculty to participate in themes, responding in part to the BB area faculty failure to articulate with a thematic approach to upper division GE. 

Grade Standards in GE Courses 
The committee discussed raising the minimum grade of D- to pass a general education course, and changing to allow grades of credit/no credit for general education courses, which may require a change in academic policy (e.g., consultation with APC). The committee has not resolved this given recent information about statewide changes to require a grade of C in the ―golden four‖ (oral comm., writing, critical thinking, math). 

English Proficiency: Two local area high schools seek approval for courses to establish English proficiency. The GEC decided to establish a task force to assess their course proposals and Elise formed a task force of: Martha Stoddard-Holmes and Catherine Cucinella from LTWR and Laurie Stall from School of Education. 

Responded to charges from the Chancellor as articulated in campus ―graduation initiative‖ plans and ―transfer models‖ from community colleges (see related proposal for satisfying American Institutions requirement by exam); 

Passed and forwarded to Senate, a new policy, ―American Institutions and Ideals: Certification by Examination‖ for a 0 credit American Institutions examination. 

Examined the Chancellor‘s new Executive Order # 1065 that supplants 1033 governing General Education. In particular, this EO allows students who are seeking a second BA to be exempt from any further general education requirements. See http://www.calstate.edu/eo/eo-1065.html 

Recommended tasks for next year’s GEC 

Finalize development of upper division GELOs, whether thematic or not; 
Determine Diversity/Global Articulation in General Education How shall diversity and global be defined and articulated, and what about interdisciplinarity? The committee began this work in response to the need to rearticulate our diversity aspect of GE pursuant to LEAP goals embedded in E.O. 1033, campus commitment to diversity, and the need to ―determine if issues of diversity can be better integrated‖ in our GE curricula as President Haynes requested Spring 2010 following incidents of hate on campus, and then charged by the Academic Senate. A related task is the need to develop matrices that illustrate where we are meeting LEAP and CSUSM goals. 


GE Handbook:  We need to include a statement on information literacy in the Handbook, along with the GELOs, which clearly explains how CSUSM is defining information literacy. In addition, there should be a simple, easy-to-locate link from the GE website. We still need clear language about writing across the curriculum, along with equally clear language about oral communication and interdisciplinarity. This will be added in the GE Handbook after the philosophy statement but before the GE areas. 
Give examples of assessments. 

GE Forms Create new forms reflecting the revision 

Work with the Faculty Center to provide faculty with clear information on developing and assessing writing in their  curriculum.[image: image1]
