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Committee Members:  David Barsky (AVPAP, ex officio), Staci Beavers (Chair), Jeff Charles, Paul Jasien, Yvonne Meulemans, Garry Rolison, Marshall Whittlesey, John Halcon (Fall), Michael Hughes (Spring), Patty Seleski (Fall), Carlos Von Son (Fall).  Special, special thanks are due to Virginia Mann, whose copious note-taking to track our Minutes has taken a huge burden from committee members!
Course Reviews:  Academic Programs has compiled an updated list of UDGE courses, available at http://www.csusm.edu/ge/GE%20Courses%2004-05.xls.  (Note:  the document is comprised of multiple pages; see tabs at bottom of page for guidance.)  

Newly-certified GE courses:  The following courses were approved for GE credit, effective Spring 2005:  BIOL 309 (BB), CS 305 (BB), CS 307 (BB), HIST 312 (CC), HIST 338B (DD), LTWR 203 (C2), PSCI 100 (D), VSAR 327 (CC).  The following courses were approved for GE credit, effective Fall 2005:  ANTH 215 (D), BIOL 175 (B2), BRS 330 (DD), BRS 430 (DD), CHEM 100 (B1), CHEM 100L (B3), CS 306 (BB), FMST 390A (CC), LTWR 336C (CC), LTWR 336E (CC), LTWR 336F (CC), PHYS 350 (BB), PSCI 364A (DD), PSCI 364B (DD), PSCI 390F (DD), PSCI 391 (DD), PSYC 440J (DD), VPA 321 (CC).

Courses Decertified:  BIOL 211 (B2).

Recertifications:  The committee completed a recertification of the UDGE curriculum that was initiated in 2003-2004.  Courses from the following Departments were reviewed:  History, Liberal Studies, Philosophy, Political Science, Visual & Performing Arts, and Women’s Studies.  
Courses Recertified:  CS 301 (BB); FMST 300 (CC); ID 381, 410 (DD); LBST 361, 361B, 362, 375 (DD); MUSC 423 (CC); PHIL 315, 335, 355 (CC); PSCI 305, 331, 341, 350, 361, 413, 414, 417, 460 (DD); TA 421 (CC); VSAR 420 (CC); WMST 301, 450 (CC), WMST 303, 341, 350 (DD; note:  these courses were recertified in Spring 2005 after they were returned to a 3-unit format).  
Courses Decertified: CHEM 351 (BB); COMM 400 (DD); GEOG 325 (DD); LBST 301 (DD); LING 300, 300B, 303, 400 (DD); MUSC 426, 428 (CC); PHIL 311, 314 (CC); PSCI 320, 336, 365, 402, 412, 416, 431, 450 (DD); TA 324, 326, 327, 420 (CC); VSAR 324 (CC).

General Education Coordinator:  CSUSM is now completing a second consecutive year without a GE Coordinator.  This year, the compensation offered to attract candidates for this position was reduced; once again, no applications were received for the position.  AVPAP Barsky has been carrying out GE Coordinator duties as other duties allow, and his efforts are very much appreciated by the committee.  Additionally, the efforts of Virginia Mann in Academic Programs also deserve special thanks.  For next year, we have proposed to reduce the workload of the GE Coordinator’s position and to merge this position with that of GEC Chair on an interim basis, until adequate resources allow more active recruiting for the position.  Our understanding is that next year’s GEC Chair will be offered an additional 3 units of assigned time and a $1000 summer stipend to assume additional responsibilities as GE Coordinator.  It is clear to the committee that the position of GE Coordinator is an imperative one and that the position must be allotted an adequate amount of time for the Coordinator to run the GE program effectively.  It is imperative that the institution provide adequate resources for the staffing of this position for at least 6 units of assigned time per year.
Syllabus Guidelines: This was an item of “unfinished business” from 2003-2004.  In consultation with APC and UCC, this year’s committee offered a set of voluntary guidelines encouraging faculty to provide students with course objectives and additional information.  The document was approved by the Academic Senate on April 6.
Computer Competency Requirement:  This was also an item of unfinished business from last year.  Throughout the year, the Committee has consulted with IITS to revise the CCR Exam.  We reviewed data provided by faculty, data on pass rates for the 5 portions of the current exam, and the text of the exam itself.  When attempts to revise the “General Knowledge” section of the exam proved unsuccessful, the Committee voted in April to delete it from the exam entirely, effective immediately, concluding that its net benefit was marginal.  

CS 100, a one-unit, CR/NC offering, is the CSUSM course that fulfills the CCR.  The committee determined in March that matriculated CSUSM students should not be barred from taking courses at other campuses that meet the CSUSM CCR requirement.  

Additionally, the committee submitted a recommendation on the “ICT Literacy Assessment” to the Senate Chair in March:  while the exam may be quite promising for the assessment of students who are nearing graduation, it does not seem to be a viable option as a replacement for our current entry-level CCR.  

Advising Issues:  Advising sought GEC guidance on a number of matters where questions have arisen regarding catalog language and/or where inconsistencies between CSUSM and local community college GE requirements have become problematic.  


In November, the GEC passed a resolution “to allow students to use AP language exams to clear 

both the C2 and C requirements in LDGE.  This keeps CSUSM in line with the practices of certification in California Community Colleges.”  

Regarding the American Institutions and Ideals requirements:   The coding structure for these courses was revised for clarity.  Courses will be designated Dh (U.S. History), Dc (U.S. Constitution), and Dg (California Government).  Accompanying catalog language, drafted by representatives from Advising and Academic Programs, was approved by the committee in January and was published in the Fall 2005 catalog addendum.
In February, we passed the following clarification regarding UDGE courses for interdisciplinary majors:  
“Upper-division General Education courses must be taken outside the student’s 
major or Departmental courses, or the primary field in the case of the Social Science degree.  For example, Biochemistry majors and Chemistry majors cannot use a CHEM course, Human Development students cannot use a HDEV course and a Social Sciences major with a primary field in Communication cannot use a COMM course.”

LDGE:  The committee gave extensive attention to the appropriateness of prerequisites for LDGE courses.  Ultimately, the committee decided that enrollment management concerns provided an insufficient justification to allow a Lower-Division GE course to require prerequisites, particularly when transfer students are able to transfer LDGE credit for the prerequisites themselves from community colleges.  As a result of these discussions, BIOL 211 was decertified in April.  

UDGE Definition (Prerequisites):  The GEC of 2004-2005 struggled with the definition of UDGE courses, specifically the appropriateness of discipline-specific prerequisites for such courses.  The Senate’s Executive Committee has now decided that the guidance of the full Senate should be sought to establish sufficient stability in interpretation, and that task will be turned over to the GEC and Senate for 2005-2006.  
The following information is provided as background:

In 1999, a definition of UDGE courses was passed by the Senate and approved by the President.  The definition stated in part that such “courses should not require discipline-specific prerequisites.” This definition also stated that these courses are to be “designed for non-majors.”

In 2002, in developing a process for UDGE recertification, the committee developed an interpretation of UDGE to clarify the issue of prerequisites.  According to a report submitted to the Senate on December 4, 2002, 

As is stated on the forms, no UDGE course may require any discipline specific prerequisites. 

The only permissible prerequisite is completion of the LDGE requirement in the specific area 

(e.g., B, C, D). Programs with courses that currently have a prerequisite other 

than the LDGE requirement will need to remove the prerequisite and revise the course 

OR remove the course from the UDGE menu. In an effort to work collaboratively with 

departments, the GEC will give departments time to take one of these actions during the next 

review cycle.  Consequently, if departments wish to retain GE certification for courses 

that currently carry prerequisites other than LDGE, they will need to file the appropriate forms by the April deadline for the next regular curriculum review cycle.

As the recertification process continued in Fall 2004, concerns were expressed by some incoming GEC members about the strictures of the “clarification” language.  While at least some current committee members likely view the clarification as a shift in policy that should have been formalized by approval of the full Senate in 2002-2003, a majority vote determined that we would follow this interpretation for the sake of continuity and stability in decision-making.  We did vote to revise the UDGE form to conform to the 2002 clarification.  Upon the submission of the revised forms to EC, Senate Chair Jackie Trischman determined that the issue needed further discussion and has decided to open the issue up for broader discussion in the 2005-2006 academic year.  

Recommendations for Next Year’s GEC:

· Examine the implementation of the Graduate Writing Assessment Requirement (GWAR).  
· Language Other Than English Requirement (LOTER):  The GEC’s discussions on this matter have been suspended pending the completion of the Lower-Division Transfer Patterns (LDTP) agreements among World Languages Departments. 
· Proposal for support of Second Language Learners (submitted by Peter Zwick in 2003).
· Finally, it is clear to the members of the 2004-2005 GEC that a holistic review of the GE curriculum is in order.  GE policies in the past several years have been made on a rather piecemeal basis.  However, it is time for a comprehensive review which incorporates feedback from the entire University community.  This review should certainly encompass a number of issues with which this year’s committee grappled:
· Definition of UDGE (see above);
· Re-examine criteria for LDGE areas that have not been examined recently (A, B, & E).  

(Areas C and D have been revised in the last five years.)  Forms will need to be
updated to reflect any substantive changes in criteria;

· Assisting faculty in developing and carrying out realistic assessment plans for General 

Education. 



Such a comprehensive review is not likely to be possible, though, without a University investment 


in the GE Coordinator position.
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