General Education Committee
Final Report to CSUSM Academic Senate

May, 2006
Personnel:
Voting members: Jocelyn Ahlers, Michael Hughes, Yvonne Meulemans, Moses Ochanji, Richelle Swan, Jacqueline Trischmann, Marshall Whittlesey (chairman).

Advisory members: David Barsky, Candace Van Dall, Andres Favela.

Staff: Virginia Mann
Curriculum approved for GE credit this year:

B2: BIOL 211 (recertification)

B3: GES 110

C2: WLAN 115, WLAN 116

D7/D: SOC 105, GBST 100

E: GEL 110, GEL 120

BB: MATH 315, PHYS 356, PHYS 351

CC: WMST 401M, LTWR 336D, LTWR 334A

Decertified for CC: VSAR 404 (per request of department)
DD: HIST 379, PSCI 348C, PSCI 348D, ID 370P, NATV 380A, HIST 350, LING 331, SOC 323, GBST 300, WMST 416, PSCI 419C
Actions taken, and policy considered:

The GEC approved and Senate passed two measures which modified the manner in which GE requirements may be satisfied in 2005-2006:
The first measure concerned the manner in which natural science majors satisfy the BB requirement:

A major in the natural sciences (Biological Sciences, Biotechnology
, Biochemistry, Chemistry, Computer Science, Mathematics, Applied Physics
) may satisfy the BB requirement as follows.  He or she may take any upper division course offered by one of the departments in the natural sciences (Biological Sciences, Chemistry and Biochemistry, Computer Science, Mathematics, Physics) as long as the following hold (1) the course is not offered by the department of the student’s major, (2) the course is not cross-listed in the department of the student’s major.  This course may be used (and double count) toward the requirements of the student’s major.  Students should consult their academic advisors before choosing such a course. This measure shall take effect immediately and apply retroactively to all CSUSM students.
The second concerned the manner in with majors in Social Science satisfy the DD requirement:

A student in the Social Sciences major may use (and double count) a DD course taken in one of his/her secondary fields toward the Upper Division General Education requirement in the Social Sciences (DD).

This measure shall take effect immediately and apply retroactively to all CSUSM students.

The GEC considered a third proposal that would a have allowed limited transfer of upper division GE credit from other CSU campuses. (Current policy has all students take the courses at CSUSM.)  The GEC decided to withdraw the proposal, but agreed that extreme cases that the policy was intended to address could be dealt with on a petition basis.  (Executive Order 595 explicitly empowers the GEC to consider exceptions to rules in special cases where official regulations impose “demonstrable hardship, such as the need to extend the time required for completion of the degree in the case of a senior-level transfer student.”)  But there are no further plans to consider institutionalization of transfer credit.

In November 2005, the GEC empanelled a Subcommittee on Second Language Learners to study the difficulties Second Language Learners have in satisfying the A2 requirement.  The subcommittee considered a proposal of Dr. Peter Zwick to allow such students to satisfy in ways that would be more beneficial to them than the current process allows.  The subcommittee wrote a report considering the Zwick proposal and advised the GEC on the related issues and options that the university might consider.  The GEC accepted the report and decided to take no action at this time.  The GEC wishes to thank members of this subcommittee: David Barsky, Rosario Diaz-Greenberg, Sherrie Kelly, Ken Mendoza, Lorena Meza, Joanne Pedersen, Michael Hughes and Darci Strother.

The GEC reconsidered the university’s certifications which grant GE credit for performance on Advanced Placement examinations.  Some modifications have been made.  Implementation of these changes will be delayed until Summer 2007, out of courtesy to new students who may have expected credit based on current policy.
The GEC, in coordination with David Barsky, has agreed to appoint Professor Sharon Hamill as GE Assessment Coordinator.  She is expected to serve for two years, with an option for a third.

The GEC completed a CSU system-wide GE survey concerning what changes should be made state-wide.  The committee recommended no major changes, but suggested some minor ones.  The survey was included as an information item in a March Senate agenda packet.

Charged by the Senate to examine the Language Other Than English requirement, the GEC decided that problems involving articulation seem not serious enough to require a major overhaul of the requirement at the present time.

Recommended items that the GEC could consider in 2006-2007:
The GEC has a part to play in the Provost’s directive to organize university policies, as there are many general education policies extant.

The GE package at CSUSM is currently 51 units, 3 higher than the CSU minimum of 48.  The GEC might want to consider whether it is prudent to reduce the package to 48.  Arguments in favor include facilitation of graduation; and the fact that no adjustment was made to the GE package size when the size of the degree was cut from 124 to 120 units.  Arguments against this include loss of interdisciplinary breadth in area D – where the reduction would have to occur if implemented.
The GEC may wish to reconsider the current policy of allowing community college courses to count for the CCR requirement.  Currently, no on-campus course will satisfy CCR, and the community college option is considered by some to be a loophole to avoid the CCR exam.

The GEC may wish to reconsider the role of History in general education – currently History straddles both areas C and D.  This might be reconsidered, but the GEC should be advised that this issue was discussed during the recertification of upper division GE courses several years ago.

Unofficial motto of the year:
“The policy doesn’t make sense, but that doesn’t mean that making it make sense will make the policy better.”
� For the purposes of this resolution, Biotechnology is to be viewed as belonging to the Biological Sciences department, so Biotechnology majors may not take any BIOL course to satisfy BB.


� This major does not currently exist at CSUSM, but is in the process of approval and may as well be included for planning purposes.





