General Education Committee
Annual Report to CSUSM Academic Senate

May 2, 2007
Membership: Voting members: Jocelyn Ahlers, Oliver Berghof, Alicia Gonzales, Michael Hughes, Brian Norris, Yvonne Meulemans (library, fall 2006) Gabriela Sonntag (library, spring 2007) Marshall Whittlesey (chair).  Others in attendance: David Barsky (Academic Programs), Candace Van Dall (Enrollment Management Services), Sharon Hamill (GE Assessment Coordinator) and Virginia Mann (Academic Programs).
Curriculum approved for GE credit in 2006-2007:
B3: CHEM 100M
BB: BIOL 320, CHEM 315
CC: HIST 361, LTWR 303C
D: PSYC 215

DD: BRS 300, BRS 453, LING 305, PSCI 338C, PSCI 339, PSCI 390J, PSCI 462, SOC 303, SOC 309, WMST 401A, WMST 407
E: KINE 306

GE credit for AP exams.
Last spring the GEC reexamined our certifications which govern what GE credit is granted for various Advanced Placement (AP) examinations.  This year, the GEC made some modifications to these certifications and decided the precise timeline for implementation of the new certifications.  It had been previously decided that the old certifications would be in effect through Spring 2006, but the question remained as to whether that referred to exams taken before Spring 2006 or students who graduate from high school by Spring 2006.  The committee agreed to impose the old certifications for all AP exams taken in Spring 2006 and before, and to impose the new certifications for all AP exams taken in Spring 2007 and after.
Computer Competency Requirement resolution.

With a resolution that enforced the original resolution on CCR passed by Academic Senate in 2001, the GEC voted to approve the following:

A student at California State University San Marcos (CSUSM) can satisfy the Computer Competency Requirement (CCR) only by passing the campus CCR exam.  A student shall complete this requirement before he/she registers for his/her third semester of enrollment.  This measure shall apply to all persons matriculating at CSUSM in or after the Fall of 2009.
The GEC approved this in Fall 2006, to be enforced in Fall 2008.  However, later GEC decided to postpone the implementation until Fall 2009.  GEC originally sent this to Senate for a first reading, but was advised by Executive Committee that it constituted enforcement of existing policy and Senate approval would not be necessary.
GE transfer credit from out of state and private schools.
CSUSM has many transfer students, mostly from community colleges and other CSU campuses.  For such students, the guidelines regarding appropriate GE credit for courses they have already taken are generally clear, and sometimes mandated by the state of California.  However, we have no written policy regarding how to handle transfer students from private and out-of-state institutions.  The evaluators and advisors generally have a course description to work with and decide what GE credit should be granted based on that, consulting faculty where needed.  We were asked by our Enrollment Management Services (EMS) representative Candace Van Dall the following question: should evaluators/advisors make their judgments based on the standards of Title V/Executive Order 595 (from the state) or based on the more detailed standards of our campus GE policy?  The GEC decided that using the state standards (Title V/EO 595) would be acceptable via this measure:

GE transfer credit for lower division courses from out of state schools and private schools will be evaluated according to the standards of Executive Order 595.
The chair consulted with Executive Committee to ask whether we should frame a formal policy and send to Senate for approval and EC decided that a formal policy was not necessary.
GE Assessment Coordinator. 

The GEC welcomed Professor Sharon Hamill as General Education Assessment Coordinator.  Professor Hamill will be involved in assessment of GE learning objectives in GE courses.  Among other things, this is important in the WASC reaccreditation.  She has kept the GEC updated on the plans for assessment.  For those interested in the details of her work this year, she has submitted an annual report to David Barsky.
Proposed system-wide GE changes.

The GEC has received a document proposing system-wide changes in GE requirements.  Most of the proposals are minor.  However, the chancellor is on record asking the CSU system to reduce the GE package to 45 units from 48.  (CSUSM has a 51 unit package.)  Currently there is little support among voting members of GEC for any reduction in CSUSM’s GE package.  However, faculty should be aware that the size of the GE program contributes to some difficulties that campus programs have in keeping their degree programs under unit caps.

Area E recertification.
As part of its charge in GE oversight, the GEC embarked on a review of all courses certified for GE area E (Lifelong learning/self-development/information competency).  The committee expects to have examined all area E courses by May.  In certifying that courses satisfy area E criteria, the GEC has been stressing two key things.  First, an element of ‘self reflection’: if courses are for ‘self-development’, then they need an element of application to one’s own life, not just study aspects of life in the abstract.  Second, the GEC is looking to make sure all courses satisfy the information literacy component of area E.  Departments with area E courses will be informed of any concerns that GEC has.  Yet to be decided is a timeline for department responses next year, and a final conclusion to the process.
Recommended items that the GEC could consider in 2006-2007:

The GEC did not act on the 2006 directive from the Provost’s office concerning the organization of university policies.  This is something the GEC should do in 2007-08.

The GE package at CSUSM is currently 51 units, 3 higher than the CSU minimum of 48.  The GEC might want to consider whether it is prudent to reduce the package to 48.  Arguments in favor include facilitation of graduation; no adjustment was made to the GE package size when the size of the degree was cut from 124 to 120 units.  The size of the GE package contributes to problems campus programs have in staying under 120 unit caps.  Arguments against this include loss of interdisciplinary breadth in area D – where reduction would have to occur if implemented – and possibly other areas.  The Chancellor is on record asking the CSU system reduce the state-wide package to 45 units.

The GEC will have to consider responses from campus departments and programs concerning area E recertifications.
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