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This paper is intended to provide information on selected health care careers.  Please note: This paper covers only a few careers in health care; there are numerous other health care careers.
The sources of information for this paper are the Web sites listed for national professional associations, national specialty accrediting agencies (see p. 2), the WASC (see p. 2), and California licensing boards, as well as the Web sites for educational programs in these fields (pp. 2-14): audiology, chiropractic, dental hygiene, dentistry, dietitian, nursing, occupational therapy, optometry, pharmacist, physical therapy, physician, physician assistant, podiatry, public health, speech-language pathology, and veterinarian.  All the programs listed are located in California.  Accreditation information (see p. 2), national professional associations, and California state licensing boards are also listed for these fields.  
Also listed are Counseling and Related Careers with Relevance to Health Care (pp. 14-15): advanced practice psychiatric nurses, alcohol and drug counselors, applied behavior analysts, clinical psychologists, expressive arts therapists, genetic counselors, licensed professional clinical counselors, marriage and family therapists, psychiatrists, rehabilitation counselors, social workers, and therapeutic recreation professionals. 
There is also information on health care administrative degrees (pp. 15-16).  There are comments on admissions prerequisites (p. 2) and health care experience (p. 16).  Two Web Sites on Health Care Careers are listed below.  
The views expressed in this paper are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Human Development Department at CSU San Marcos.  They are meant to be helpful and 

informative to individuals who are considering health care careers.
Web Sites on Health Care Careers 
A good overview of numerous health care careers, including career requirements and salary ranges, is a Web site called ExploreHealthCareers.  This Web site also has Links to other sites in the health care field, including some job listings.  The Web site is: 
< www.explorehealthcareers.org >.        
An excellent source for information on numerous health care careers, including program accreditation, career requirements, licensure, and salary ranges, is called Careers in Health Care,  
Health Care Careers                                                                                                              2

under the Link for Education & Careers, on the Web site of the American Medical Association (AMA); this is a brief version of the AMA’s Health Care Careers Directory (available for purchase) that lists 8,600 accredited educational programs at 2,700 institutions, encompassing 82 different health care occupations.  The AMA Web site is: < ama-assn.org >.  
Accreditation Information
There are numerous national specialty accrediting agencies which accredit specific educational programs in the health care field.  In this paper, national specialty accrediting agencies are cited that accredit the health care educational programs that are listed.  It is generally advisable to attend an educational program that has national accreditation.  The Web sites of these national accrediting agencies list all their accredited educational programs in their specific fields throughout the United States.  In addition, the national professional associations listed in this paper also provide valuable career information and related resources.  
The academic institutions, i.e., the colleges and universities, listed in this paper are all regionally accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC), except for Cleveland Chiropractic College of Los Angeles (see p. 3), the University of St. Augustine (San Diego campus, see pp. 8 and 10), and California Northstate College of Pharmacy (see p. 9).  
Please note: There are six regional accreditation agencies that accredit academic institutions in the U.S.; these organizations have equivalent status to one another; they accredit academic institutions but not the specific educational programs at these institutions.  The WASC (see above) is one of these six regional accreditation organizations.  The WASC accredits academic institutions in California, Hawaii, Guam, and the Pacific Basin.  The Web site for WASC accredited senior colleges and universities is: < www.wascsenior.org/directory/institutions >.  The Web site for WASC accredited community colleges is: < www.accjc.org >.    
Admissions Prerequisites
The educational programs listed in this paper typically require course prerequisites and sometimes relevant health care experience for admission.  It is advisable to research the admissions prerequisites for specific educational programs in a given profession.   
Audiology  

The American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) represents professionals in the fields of audiology and speech-language pathology.  In turn, the Council of Academic Accreditation in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology (CAA) is the entity within the ASHA that accredits doctoral programs in audiology and master’s programs in speech-language 
pathology that prepare graduates for professional practice in these fields.  The ASHA Web site
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is: < www.asha.org >.  In the audiology field, another important national organization is the 
Audiology Foundation of America (AFA).  The ASHA and the AFA have listings of accredited audiology programs throughout the U.S.  The AFA Web site is: < www.audfound.org >.

According to the ASHA, audiologists specialize in the study of normal and impaired hearing, prevention of hearing loss, identification and assessment of hearing and balance problems, and  rehabilitation services for persons with hearing and balance problems.  Some audiologists also engage in teaching, research, administration, or designing hearing instruments and testing equipment.  Audiologists work in a variety of work settings, including public and private schools, hospitals, rehabilitation centers, clinics, colleges and universities, government agencies, residential care facilities, private practice, and research.       

In the U.S, some states require a doctoral degree in audiology while all other states require at least a master’s degree in audiology or equivalent for state certification or licensure.  Individuals with a graduate degree with a major emphasis in audiology are eligible to apply for the Certificate of Clinical Competence in Audiology (CCA-A) issued by the Council for Clinical                    

Certification in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology (CFCC) of the ASHA.  State certification or licensure in audiology in most states has requirements similar to those of the 
ASHA CCC-A standards.  Some individuals have dual CFCC certification in both audiology and speech-language pathology.

There is only one CAA accredited graduate program in audiology in California: The Doctor of Audiology (Au.D.) degree conjoint program at San Diego State University and the University of California, San Diego.  This program is also on the approved list of the California Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology and Hearing Aid Dispensers Board, which became one Board effective 01-01-2010.  The Web site for this Board is:  < www.slpab.ca.gov >.  California now requires a doctoral degree in audiology for state licensure in audiology.  Audiologists can also be credentialed via the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing.
Chiropractic

The Council on Chiropractic Education (CCE) is an independent agency that accredits chiropractic colleges in the U.S.  The CCE Web site is: < http://cce-usa.org >.  The American Chiropractic Association is the largest professional organization in the U.S. for doctors of chiropractic (see p. 4).  The ACA Web site is: < www.amerchiro.org >.  These are the only CCE accredited colleges in the Southern California region: Cleveland Chiropractic College of Los Angeles; and Southern California University of Health Sciences (Whittier).  As an institution, Cleveland Chiropractic College has regional accreditation from the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, which is equivalent to WASC (see p. 2) regional accreditation.    
The California Board of Chiropractic Examiners (BCE) licenses chiropractors in California.  The BCE reports there are around 14,000 licensed chiropractors in California.  The BCE Web site is: < www.chiro.ca.gov >; this Web site lists the BCE approved chiropractic colleges, which are 
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mostly the same chiropractic colleges listed on both the CCE and ACA Web sites.  The Doctor of Chiropractic (D.C.) is the degree in this field. 
Dental Hygiene

The American Dental Association (ADA) via its Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA) accredits dental schools (see below), and dental hygiene, dental assistant, and dental laboratory technician programs.  The ADA Web site is: < www.ada.org >.  This Web site has the complete listing of these schools and programs throughout the U.S., as well as advanced dental specialty education programs.  
The following is a listing of all the dental hygiene programs in the Southern California region that have CODA program accreditation and that are also at WASC accredited (see p. 2) institutions.  Except for Loma Linda University and the University of Southern California, the following institutions are California community colleges: Cerritos College (Norwalk); Cypress College; Loma Linda University; Moreno Valley College; Oxnard College; Pasadena City College; Southwestern College (National City); University of Southern California (Los Angeles); and West Los Angeles College (Culver City).          
The new (since July 2009) Dental Hygiene Committee of California (DHCC) is the first separate dental hygiene licensing entity in the U.S.  The DHCC licenses registered dental hygienists (RDH).  The Web site is: < www.dhcc.ca.gov >.        

Dentistry

The CODA (see above) accredits dental schools throughout the U.S.  The ADA (see above) Web site is: < www.ada.org >.  These institutions have all the CODA accredited dental schools in California that offer the D.D.S. (Doctor of Dental Surgery) degree: Loma Linda University; University of California, Los Angeles; University of California, San Francisco; University of the Pacific (Stockton); and the University of Southern California (Los Angeles).  The only institution with a CODA accredited dental school in California that offers the D.M.D. (Doctor of Dental Medicine) degree is Western University of Health Sciences (Pomona).  The D.D.S. and D.M.D. degrees are equivalent for licensure as a dentist.        

The Dental Board of California licenses dentists.  This Board also regulates registered dental assistants (RDA).  The Board Web site is: < www.dbc.ca.gov >. 
Dietitian
The American Dietetic Association (ADA) is the leading organization in the U.S. for food and nutrition professionals.  The ADA Commission on Accreditation for Dietetics Education 
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(CADE) accredits undergraduate and graduate programs in dietetics throughout the U.S.  

The ADA Web site is: < www.eatright.org >.  

These institutions have the only CADE accredited dietetics programs in California and offer both bachelor’s and master’s degrees in this field: California State University Los Angeles; and Loma Linda University.          
According to both the American Dietetic Association and the California Dietetic Association (CDA), California is one of the few states without licensure in dietetics.  The CDA has supported California licensure over the years but so far licensure efforts have not been successful.  
The American Dietetic Association also has a Commission on Dietetic Registration (CDR).  The CDR has a national certification process to become a Registered Dietitian (RD); applicants for this status must have at least a bachelor’s degree in dietetics from a CADE accredited program.  Registered dietitians (RDs) are employed in clinics, colleges and universities, correctional facilities, the food industry, hospitals, private practice, public heath, research, schools, sports programs, wellness programs, and other settings.  The CDR Web site is: < www.cdrnet.org >.     
Nursing 
The California Board of Registered Nursing (BRN) licenses Registered Nurses (RNs), certifies public health nurses, certifies advanced practice nurses (see below), and also maintains a listing of psychiatric/mental health nurses in California.  The BRN Web site is: < www.rn.ca.gov >.  The BRN Web site lists all the BRN approved nursing programs in California, ranging from Registered Nursing (RN) programs at the associate’s degree in nursing (ADN, community college) level, to bachelor’s degree in nursing (BSN or BN) level, to advanced practice nursing programs at the master’s degree in nursing (MSN, MN, or similar degrees) level or higher.  

The California BRN certifies advanced practice nurses who are BRN licensed RNs with at least a master’s degree in nursing, in these advanced practice fields (listed in italics below and on p. 6): 
A Clinical Nurse Specialist has expertise in providing clinical practice, research, education, consultation, and clinical leadership with an identified patient population in direct or indirect patient care activities. 

A Nurse Anesthetist* provides anesthesia services ordered by a physician, dentist, or podiatrist.

*Please note: The Council on Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia Educational Programs (COA), an autonomous agency of the American Association of Nurse Anesthetists (AANA), accredits graduate nursing programs in this field.  The COA Web site is:
< www.aana.com/councilaccreditation.aspx >.  These three COA accredited nurse anesthetist programs are the only ones in California: Kaiser Permanente School of Anesthesia (Pasadena)/ California State University Fullerton; Samuel Merritt University (Oakland); and the   

Health Care Careers                                                                                                              6
University of Southern California (Los Angeles).       

A Nurse-Midwife**, under the supervision of a licensed physician and surgeon, attends cases of normal childbirth and provides prenatal, intrapartum, and postpartum care, including family planning care for mothers and immediate care for newborns.
**Please note: The Accreditation Commission for Midwifery Education (ACME), an autonomous agency of the American College of Nurse-Midwives (ACNM), accredits graduate      
nursing programs in this field.  The ACME Web site is: < www.midwife.org/acme.cfm >.  These three ACME accredited nurse-midwifery programs are the only ones in California: California State University Fullerton; San Diego State University; and the University of California, San Francisco.    
A Nurse Practitioner has additional preparation and skills in physical diagnosis, psychosocial assessment, and management of health and illness needs in primary health care. 

Also, some advanced practice nurses specialize in psychiatric/mental health care, and work as Psychiatric/Mental Health Nurses providing direct or indirect patient care.

Also, some advanced practice nurses earn their graduate degrees in nursing administration, nursing education, or other specializations.    

While registered nurses (RNs) at the ADN (see p. 5) level can find employment, RNs with a BSN degree often have hiring preference.  The nursing profession has evolved toward more nurses having at least a BSN degree.  For advanced practice nurses, also referred to as advanced practice registered nurses, the future trend is to have more advanced practice nurses at the doctoral level (DNP or similar nursing degrees; see below and p. 7.)  

Among the accrediting organizations for nursing education programs in the U.S is the  Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE), an autonomous agency of the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN).  The CCNE is the leading accrediting agency for bachelor’s degree and master’s degree nursing programs in the U.S., and is also developing standards for accrediting Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) programs.  The CCNE Web site is:

< www.aacn.nche.edu/Accreditation >.  The AACN Web site is: < www.aacn.nche.edu >.
According to the AACN and other sources, nursing is the largest health care occupation in the U.S.  In 2008, there were 2.6 million Registered Nurses (RNs) in the U.S., according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.  The AACN reports that nursing students comprise over one half of all students in educational programs in the health professions, and that there are four times as many RNs as there are physicians in the U.S. 
Please note: In addition to RNs, there are also Licensed Practical Nurses (called Licensed Vocational Nurses [LVNs] in California), and also nursing assistant categories.  The California Board of Vocational Nursing and Psychiatric Technicians licenses LVNs and also Psychiatric 
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Technicians (PTs); the Board Web site is: < www.bvnpt.ca.gov >. 

Please note: In 2004, the AACN in collaboration with the National Council of State Boards of Nursing recommended that by the year 2015, educational programs for advanced practice nursing be converted from the current master’s degree entry level to the clinical/practice doctoral 
degree (DNP or similar degrees; see p. 6.)  The plan is for this to occur by 2015, except that nurse anesthetist programs will not have to comply with this change until 2025.      

According to the AACN, there are currently more than 670 AACN member schools of nursing at private and public universities and senior colleges in the U.S., representing a variety of CCNE accredited nursing programs at the baccalaureate, graduate, and post-graduate levels.  The CCNE accredited programs are listed on the AACN Web site: < www.aacn.nche.edu >.   Please note: The following are all the WASC accredited (see p. 2) institutions in the Southern California region that have CCNE accredited nursing programs, listed by County:

Los Angeles County: Azusa Pacific University (Azusa main campus); Biola University (La Mirada); California State University Dominguez Hills (Carson); California State University Long Beach; California State University Los Angeles; California State University Northridge; 
Mount St. Mary’s College (Los Angeles); University of California, Los Angeles; and Western

University of Health Sciences (Pomona). 

Orange County: Concordia University (Irvine); California State University Fullerton; University of California, Irvine; and Vanguard University of Southern California (Costa Mesa).  Please note: Brandman University (Irvine campus) is a new applicant for CCNE accreditation.
Riverside County: California Baptist University (Riverside).

San Bernardino County: Azusa Pacific University (San Bernardino and Victorville locations); California State University San Bernardino; and Loma Linda University.

San Diego County: Azusa Pacific University (San Diego location); California State University San Marcos; National University (San Diego/Rancho Bernardo location); Point Loma Nazarene University (San Diego/Mission Valley location); San Diego State University; and the University of San Diego.

Ventura County: California State University Channel Islands (Camarillo).               

Occupational Therapy 

The American Occupational Therapy Association, Inc. (AOTA) represents professionals in the field of occupational therapy.  The AOTA Web site is: < www.aota.org >.  Via the AOTA Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE), ACOTE accredits
master’s level and doctoral level occupational therapy (OT) programs.  Please note: ACOTE also
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accredits occupational therapy assistant (OTA) programs.  Occupational therapists help individuals who have physical, developmental, emotional, and/or social conditions or disabilities to develop, improve, or restore functional daily living skills. 
The California Board of Occupational Therapy licenses OTs and OTAs.  The Board Web site is:

< www.bot.ca.gov >.  Occupational therapists work in various settings, including schools, clinics, hospitals, rehabilitation centers, home health agencies, residential care centers, and private practice.  Most OTs are at the bachelor’s or master’s degree level.
Please note: To become an occupational therapist, the current entry level degree is a master’s

degree in OT.  These institutions have the only ACOTE accredited master’s degree programs in occupational therapy (OT) in the Southern California region: California State University Dominguez Hills; Loma Linda University; University of Southern California (USC, Los Angeles); and University of St. Augustine (San Diego campus, but located in San Marcos);   
Please note: The University of St. Augustine main campus is in St. Augustine, Florida.  This master’s degree program began at the San Marcos location in September 2009.  It can also be combined with a dual degree option in DPT (see p. 10).  As an institution, the University of St. Augustine at its San Marcos location is accredited nationally by the Distance Education and Training Council and is approved by the California Bureau of Private and Postsecondary Education.         
Some individuals in this field later complete a doctoral degree in OT (OTD) program designed for those with a master’s degree in OT, such as the Loma Linda University OTD program.  Please note: The Loma Linda OTD program is an online program.  Some individuals in this field attend an OTD program, such as the University of Southern California (USC, Los Angeles) OTD program, designed for those who have a bachelor’s or master’s degree in OT.        

Both the Loma Linda and USC OTD programs are ACOTE accredited.  They are the only ACOTE accredited Doctor of Occupational Therapy (OTD) degree programs in the Southern California region.  USC also offers a Ph.D. in Occupational Science for individuals seeking a career in research or teaching in the occupational therapy field.

Optometry
The American Optometric Association (AOA) is a major organization representing professionals in optometry.  The AOA Accreditation Council on Optometric Education (ACOE) accredits optometry programs.  The AOA Web site is: < www.aoa.org >.  The only ACOE accredited optometry programs in California are at these institutions: Southern California College of Optometry (Fullerton); and the University of California, Berkeley.  
Please note: Western University of Health Sciences (Pomona) has a new optometry program that has ACOE accreditation candidate status.          
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The California Board of Optometry licenses optometrists (O.D. degree: Doctor of Optometry).  The Board reports there are around 7,500 optometrists in California, more than in any other state.  The Board Web site is: < www.optometry.ca.gov >.   
Pharmacist
The American Pharmacists Association (APhA) represents the pharmacy profession.  The APhA Web site is: < www.pharmacist.com >.  An independent agency called the Accreditation Council 
for Pharmacy Education (ACPE) accredits colleges and schools of pharmacy.  The ACPE Web

site is: < www.acpe-accredit.org >.  The following institutions have all the ACPE accredited schools of pharmacy in California, all offering the Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degree: Loma Linda University; Touro University (Vallejo); University of California, San Diego; University of California, San Francisco; University of the Pacific (Stockton); University of Southern California (Los Angeles); and Western University of Health Sciences (Pomona).  
Please note: California Northstate College of Pharmacy (CNCP) in Rancho Cordova  (Sacramento area) has ACPE accreditation candidate status as a new college that offers the 
Pharm.D. degree.  As an institution, CNCP has applied for WASC accreditation (see p. 2) status

and has California Bureau of Private and Postsecondary Education approval.   

The California State Board of Pharmacy licenses pharmacists and pharmacy technicians in California.  The Board Web site is: < www.pharmacy.ca.gov >.
Physical Therapy 

The American Physical Therapy Association (APTA) represents professionals in the field of physical therapy.  The APTA Web site is: < www.apta.org >.  Via the APTA Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE), CAPTE accredits doctoral level and master’s level physical therapy (PT) programs.  Please note: CAPTE also accredits physical therapy assistant (PTA) programs.  Physical therapists help restore function, improve mobility, relieve pain, and prevent or limit disabilities resulting from injury or disease. 
The Physical Therapy Board of California licenses PTs and PTAs.  The Board Web site is: 

< www.ptbc.ca.gov >.  Physical therapists work in various settings, including schools, clinics, hospitals, rehabilitation centers, residential care centers, home health agencies, and private practice.

Please note: Currently, the entry level degree to become a physical therapist is a master’s degree in physical therapy or a doctorate in physical therapy (DPT).  The APTA Vision  Statement for Physical Therapy 2020 (see APTA Web site) promotes a goal that physical therapy by the year 2020 will be provided by physical therapists who are doctors of physical therapy (DPT).  Until now, most physical therapists have been at the bachelor’s or master’s degree level.  The future 
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projection is that most physical therapists will be at the DPT level.
Please note: For individuals who already have a bachelor’s or master’s degree in physical therapy, some CAPTE accredited programs offer special options to attain the DPT.       

These institutions have the only CAPTE accredited master’s degree programs in physical therapy in the Southern California region: California State University Long Beach; and California State University Northridge.

These institutions have all the CAPTE accredited Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree programs in the Southern California region: Azusa Pacific University (Azusa); Chapman University (Orange); Loma Linda University; Mount St. Mary’s College (Los Angeles); University of Southern California (Los Angeles); University of St. Augustine (San Diego campus, but located in San Marcos); and Western University of Health Sciences (Pomona). 
Please note: The University of St. Augustine also offers a dual degree option in DPT and a master’s degree in OT (see p. 8) program.  The University of St. Augustine main campus is in St. Augustine, Florida.  As an institution, the University of St. Augustine at its San Marcos location is accredited nationally by the Distance Education and Training Council and is approved by the California Bureau of Private and Postsecondary Education.      
Physical therapists interested in academic or research positions in the PT field typically pursue the Ph.D. or similar doctoral level academic degrees.  
Physician 

In the U.S., there are two types of physicians: (1) Most physicians have a Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) degree from a medical school; they are also referred to as allopathic physicians; (2) some physicians have a Doctor of Osteopathy (D.O.) degree from a college of osteopathic medicine; they are also referred to as osteopathic physicians.  With either the M.D. or D.O. degrees, physicians can complete residencies and fellowships in various medical specialties, such as family practice, pediatrics, surgery, psychiatry, ophthalmology, and other specializations, though many D.O.s practice as primary care physicians.    
The American Medical Association (AMA) and the Association of American Medical Colleges both sponsor the Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME), which accredits U.S. medical schools.  The AMA Web site is: < www.ama-assn.org >.   
The Medical Board of California (MBC) issues the license of physician and surgeon to M.D.s.  The MBC Web site is: < www.mbc.ca.gov >.  
These institutions have all the medical schools in California that are accredited by the LCME and are also recognized by the MBC: Loma Linda University; Stanford University; University of 
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California, Davis; University of California, Irvine; University of California, Los Angeles; University of California, San Diego; University of California, San Francisco (which also has a medical school campus in Fresno); and the University of Southern California (Los Angeles). Graduates from these schools qualify for licensure as M.D.s.  Please note: The University of California, Riverside had planned to open a new medical school in fall 2012.  This will be the first public medical school built in California in more than 40 years.  Related to the California state budget situation, this new school is now planned to open in August 2013.      

The American Osteopathic Association (AOA) via its Commission on Osteopathic College Accreditation (COCA) accredits U.S. osteopathic colleges.  The AOA Web site is:

< www.osteopathic.org >.    

The Osteopathic Medical Board of California (OMBC) issues the license of osteopathic physician and surgeon to D.O.s.  The OMBC Web site is: < www.ombc.ca.gov >.    

These are the only institutions in California that have COCA accredited osteopathic colleges: Touro University College of Osteopathic Medicine (Vallejo); and Western University of Health Sciences College of Osteopathic Medicine of the Pacific (Pomona).  Graduates from these colleges qualify for licensure as D.O.s.
Physician Assistant  
According to the Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant (ARC-PA), physician assistants provide diagnostic, therapeutic, preventive, and health maintenance services under the supervision of a physician.  Physician assistants work in primary and specialty care in medical and surgical practice settings, as well as in educational, research, and administrative activities.  The ARC-PA Web site is: < www.arc-pa.org >.  The ARC-PA is an independent accreditation agency which accredits physician assistant (PA) programs in the U.S.  The ARC-PA collaborates with various professional medical associations, including the American Academy of Physician Assistants.  The ARC-PA accredits PA programs at institutions awarding PA program graduates at least a bachelor’s degree and typically a master’s degree.  PA programs that were first accredited by the ARC-PA prior to January 1, 2006 are exempt from this standard; therefore, a few community colleges (such as Moreno Valley College, now part of the Riverside Community College District; see p. 12) have ARC-PA accredited PA programs at the associate’s degree level.  Please note: Most of the ARC-PA accredited PA programs in California, and 127 of the 154 ARC-PA accredited PA programs (as of 11/2010) nationwide, are at the master’s degree level.           

Physician Assistants in California are licensed by the Physician Assistant Committee (PAC) of the Medical Board of California.  The PAC Web site is: < www.pac.ca.gov >. 
These institutions have all the ARC-PA accredited and California PAC approved physician
assistant programs in the Southern California region: Loma Linda University (master’s degree in
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PA); Moreno Valley College (PA certificate with option for an associate of arts degree; the ARC-PA initially accredited this program on April 1, 1999 at Riverside Community College, Moreno Valley location); University of Southern California (Los Angeles, master’s degree in PA); and Western University of Health Sciences (Pomona, master’s degree in PA).
Podiatry

Podiatrists have a Doctor of Podiatric Medicine (D.P.M.) degree from a college of podiatric medicine; they are also referred to as podiatric physicians.  Podiatrists specialize in the diagnosis and treatment of foot and ankle and related conditions.        

The Council on Podiatric Medical Education (CPME), an autonomous agency of the American Podiatric Medical Association (APMA), accredits colleges of podiatric medicine in the U.S.  The APMA Web site is: < www.apma.org >.  The APMA Web site includes a list of the eight CPME fully accredited colleges of podiatric medicine in the U.S., as well as one college that is a candidate for CPME accreditation (Western University, see below).  

The California Board of Podiatric Medicine (BPM) issues the license of doctor of podiatric medicine to D.P.M.s.  The BPM Web site also lists the CPME (see above) accredited colleges of podiatric medicine.  The BPM Web site is: < www.bpm.ca.gov >.                                                                                                                      

In California, the only CPME accredited college is the California School of Podiatric Medicine at Samuel Merritt University (Oakland).  The College of Podiatric Medicine at Western University of Health Sciences (Pomona) has CPME accreditation candidate status.  Graduates from these colleges qualify for licensure as D.P.M.s.

Public Health 
The Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH) is an independent accreditation agency with sponsorship from the American Public Health Association and the Association of Schools of Public Health.  The CEPH accredits both schools of public health at academic institutions and certain public health programs offered in settings other than schools of public health at academic                                                
institutions.  According to the CEPH, schools of public health are typically larger than public

health programs, must offer at least the master of public health (MPH) degree in five core areas 
(concentrations) of public health, and also must offer doctoral programs in this field.  Public health programs are only required to offer a single MPH degree concentration though many programs do offer more than one concentration.  The CEPH Web site is: < www.ceph.org >.
Individuals with MPH or higher degrees in this field work in a variety of settings: federal, county, and state agencies; private and community clinics; hospitals; colleges and universities; 
and other settings.  Some public health professionals provide direct services to individuals,
groups, or communities, while others work in administrative, research, or teaching activities.      
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Please note: According to the CEPH, only graduates of CEPH accredited schools or programs are eligible to apply for employment in the public health studies category with the U.S. Public Health Service, many military public health positions, and some state and county public health agencies.  Also, the National Board of Public Health Examiners, which administers the national credentialing examination for MPH graduates and others with graduate degrees in public health, only accepts graduates of CEPH accredited schools or programs.              

The following institutions have all the CEPH accredited public health schools in the Southern California region: Loma Linda University; San Diego State University (SDSU); and University of California, Los Angeles.  Please note: SDSU offers its Ph.D. in public health in conjunction with the University of California, San Diego.
The following institutions have all the CEPH accredited public health programs in the Southern California region: California State University Fullerton; California State University Long Beach; California State University Northridge; and the University of Southern California (Los Angeles).  

Speech-Language Pathology 

The American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA, see pp. 2-3) represents professionals in the fields of speech-language pathology and audiology.  The ASHA Council of Accreditation in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology (CAA, see pp. 2-3) accredits graduate programs in speech-language pathology.  According to the ASHA, master’s degree programs in school based speech-language pathology prepare graduates solely for employment in elementary or high school settings and for credentialing from a state department of education.
In contrast, CAA accredited graduate programs in this field prepare graduates to meet the requirements for the ASHA Council for Certification of Clinical Competence (CFCC, see p. 3) Certificate of Clinical Competence in Speech-Language Pathology (CCC-SLP) or state licensure,   which according to the ASHA is required for speech-language pathologists to practice in a variety of work settings, including hospitals, schools, colleges and universities, residential care facilities, clinics, government agencies, private practice, and research.  Speech-language 
pathologists evaluate, diagnose, and treat speech, language, cognitive-communication, and

swallowing disorders in individuals.

Some speech-language pathologists pursue doctoral studies in this field.  According to the ASHA, clinical doctoral degrees such as the Doctor of Speech-Language Pathology (SLP.D.) help prepare individuals for not only clinical practice but also administration and clinical faculty 
positions.  A research doctorate (such as a Ph.D.) in this field is designed to prepare individuals for academic and research careers.         

The following institutions have all the CAA accredited speech-language pathology (SLP) master’s degree programs in California: California State University Chico; California State University East Bay; California State University Fresno; California State University Fullerton; 
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California State University Long Beach; California State University Los Angeles; California State University Northridge; California State University Sacramento; Loma Linda University; San Diego State University; San Francisco State University; San Jose State University; University of the Pacific (Stockton); and the University of Redlands. 

The above SLP programs are also on the approved list of the California Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology and Hearing Aid Dispensers Board, which became one Board effective 01-01-2010.  The Board Web site is: < www.slpab.ca.gov >.  California requires at least a master’s degree in speech-language pathology for licensure in the SLP profession.  Speech-language pathologists can also be credentialed via the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing.    

Please note: In fall 2009, Chapman University (Orange) began a SLP master’s degree program.  In fall 2010, California State University San Marcos began a SLP master’s degree program.  As new programs, both these programs have CAA accreditation candidate status.     

Veterinarian
The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) represents the veterinary medicine profession.  The AVMA Council on Education (COE) accredits schools and colleges of veterinary medicine in the U.S.; all these programs offer the D.V.M. (Doctor of Veterinary Medicine) degree, except the University of Pennsylvania, which offers the V.M.D. (Veterinariae Medicinae Doctoris [Latin title]) degree.  The AVMA Web site is: <. www.avma.org >.  The only AVMA COE accredited programs in California are at these institutions: University of California, Davis; and Western University of Health Sciences (Pomona).
The California Veterinary Medical Board licenses veterinarians.  The Board also regulates registered veterinary technicians.  The Board Web site is: < www.vmb.ca.gov >.    

Counseling and Related Careers with Relevance to Health Care

Please note: On the CSU San Marcos Human Development Web site home page, under the Link
for Careers and Information (the same Link for this paper on Selected Health Care Careers), is a paper called Counseling and Related Careers: Graduate Programs and Other Issues, which has detailed information on accreditation, certification, credentialing, and licensure applicable to California, and educational programs located primarily in the Southern California region, for the following careers that have relevance to the health care field:
Advanced Practice Psychiatric Nurses work in clinics, colleges and universities, corrections, home health care, hospitals, private practice, residential care, and other settings.
Alcohol and Drug Counselors work in clinics, hospitals, residential care, and other settings.  
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Applied Behavior Analysts work in clinics, day care, residential care, and other settings. 

Clinical Psychologists (licensed psychologists), including those specializing in child psychology, forensic psychology, geropsychology, health psychology, neuropsychology, or rehabilitation psychology, work in clinics, colleges and universities, corrections, day care, home health care, hospitals, private practice, research, residential care, and other settings.
Expressive Arts Therapists, e.g., art, dance/movement, and music therapists, work in day care, hospital, residential care, and other settings.  (Please see section on Specialized Therapy Fields in  the Counseling and Related Careers paper.) 
Genetic Counselors work in clinics, commercial laboratories, hospitals, private practice,  research, and other settings.
Licensed Professional Clinical Counselors (LPCC or similar terms in other states; master’s degree or higher, and licensed as LPCCs or equivalent licensure in other states) work in clinics, hospitals, private practice, and other settings.  This is a new licensure category in California.    
Marriage and Family Therapists (MFT master’s degree or higher, and licensed in MFT) work in clinics, day care, hospitals, private practice, residential care, and other settings.
Psychiatrists work in clinics, corrections, day care, hospitals, private practice, research, residential care, and other settings.
Rehabilitation Counselors work in clinics, colleges and universities, hospitals, public agencies, and other settings.

Social Workers (master of social work [MSW] or equivalent degrees) work as licensed clinical social workers (LCSWs) in clinics, corrections, day care, home health care, hospitals, private practice, residential care, and other settings, and as medical social workers (MSW, licensed and unlicensed) in clinics, day care, hospitals,  residential care, and other settings.

Therapeutic Recreation Professionals work in day care, hospitals, residential care, and other     

settings.  (Please see section on Specialized Therapy fields in the Counseling and Related Careers paper.)
Health Care Administrative Degrees 
Some individuals acquire the necessary education and experience to enter the health care management field from the outset rather than first working as direct service providers.  In other 
cases, some individuals begin their careers as direct service providers and later move into administrative positions as they develop varying career interests beyond working directly with clients, patients, students, etc. 
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Some professionals in various health care fields attain a MPH (see p. 12), MBA (master of business administration), health services administration, nonprofit management, or other administrative degrees.  By example, some physicians, nurses, and other health professionals 
attain such degrees as they develop management careers.  A good resource regarding health care

administrative degrees is the Association of University Programs in Health Administration 
(AUPHA); the AUPHA full directory of academic programs is available for purchase.  The

AUPHA Web site is: < www.aupha.org >.     

Health Care Experience 
In the health care field in general, health care professionals often work as members of a health
care team.  Such collaboration is critical for the provision of quality, evidence based services to

individuals, families, groups, and communities.  This is typically part of professional career 
preparation during the specific education and training required for the various health care

professions.    

Before applying to or entering health care educational programs, individuals considering careers in these professions can acquire relevant undergraduate experience via interning, volunteering, or working in a health care or related setting.  One can also gain collateral experience via group  
or research projects in various undergraduate courses.  With these types of undergraduate experiences, individuals may be able to identify their career paths and enhance their prospects for gaining entry to educational programs of their choice.    
Disclaimer
Reasonable efforts have been made to provide accurate information.  The Web site listings are current as of August 12, 2011.

Luis Terrazas, MSSW, Ph.D.
CSU San Marcos campus e-mail: terrazas@csusm.edu           

