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                 Information on MSW/Social Work Programs for Residents of Imperial,  

Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, and San Diego Counties*  

Social work, also called social welfare, programs are offered at the bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral levels.  Bachelor’s and master’s (see p. 5 also) degree programs are accredited nationally by the Commission on Accreditation of the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE).  In addition, all social work programs based in California are at WASC (Western Association of Schools and Colleges) accredited universities.  Please note: **Except as noted, all the MSW and bachelor’s degree programs listed in this paper are CSWE fully accredited.  

Full-time MSW (Master of Social Work) programs are two years.  Part-time MSW programs are three to four years.  In the Southern California region, Azusa Pacific University (APU), CSU Long Beach (CSULB), and San Diego State University (SDSU) also offer one year full-time MSW programs, called advanced standing programs, for applicants with a bachelor’s degree in social work from a CSWE accredited program (BASW or BSW); the BASW and BSW degrees are equivalent.  CSULB, CSU Los Angeles, CSU San Bernardino, SDSU, and Whittier College offer the BASW.  APU and La Sierra University offer the BSW.  **Point Loma Nazarene University offers a bachelor’s.  ***Please note: Online format programs are listed on pp. 4-5.  

MSW program field placements (internships) are typically two full days or more weekly (16 to 24 hours per week).  Classes and internships usually begin in the fall and end in the spring, with a few weeks off from internships during the winter break from class meetings.  The field placement (also called field practicum) is usually for two academic years.  The first year placement is in one setting and the second year placement is in another setting.  In part-time MSW programs, internships typically begin during the second year and end in the third year. 

Graduate stipends are sometimes available, especially in child welfare services or certain mental health settings.  Federal and state educational loan repayment programs are also available for some post-graduate interns working in certain mental health and other settings.  

[Commentary: It is often advisable to fulfill MSW field placements within a feasible commuting distance to the graduate student’s residence, owing to the time requirements, especially if the student plans to seek postgraduate employment in the same geographic area.  When possible, it is a good strategy to apply to at least two different graduate programs.]

*1.  Each one of the MSW programs listed in this section (APU, CSUF, CSULB, CSUSB, LLU, SDSU, and USC) is within commuting distance for residents of two or more of these counties: Imperial, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, and San Diego.  

Azusa Pacific University (APU, Azusa) 
www.apu.edu/bas/socialwork/msw
                                                                                                                                              2

The GRE is not required.  The APU MSW program earned CSWE full accreditation in February 2011.  Full-time and part-time programs are available.  APU also has a BASW program.

California State University, Fullerton (CSUF):

http://hhd.fullerton.edu/msw
The GRE is required.  The CSUF MSW program began in fall 2007 and earned CSWE full accreditation in February 2011.  The Fullerton main campus MSW program is full-time; San Diego County residents in this program may in some cases fulfill their internships in San Diego County.  Please note: CSUF also has a part-time MSW program in Irvine.  

California State University, Long Beach (CSULB):

www.csulb.edu/colleges/chhs/departments/social-work
The GRE is not required.  Full-time and part-time programs are available.  San Diego County residents in the CSULB main campus MSW program can in some cases fulfill their internships in San Diego County.  CSULB also has a BASW program. 
Please note: CSULB also offers a three year, part-time distance education MSW program at two host campuses: Ventura College (Ventura) and Sonoma State University.  Local internships are available for residents of those areas.  This is not an online format program.   
California State University, San Bernardino (CSUSB):

http://socialwork.csusb.edu
The GRE is not required.  Full-time and part-time programs are available.  CSUSB also has a BASW program.  

Loma Linda University (LLU):

www.llu.edu
The GRE is not required; submission of a GRE score is recommended if the applicant’s overall undergraduate GPA is below 3.0.  Full-time and part-time programs are available.  Please note:  LLU also offers dual graduate degrees: MSW/criminal justice, MSW/gerontology, and MSW/Ph.D. in social policy and social research. 

San Diego State University (SDSU):

http://socialwork.sdsu.edu
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The GRE is required.  Full-time and part-time programs are available.  SDSU also has a BASW program.  Please note: SDSU also offers dual graduate degrees: MSW/law (in conjunction with the California Western School of Law in San Diego), and MSW/master’s degree in public health (MPH).  Also, the SDSU School of Social Work proposes to start a Ph.D. program in conjunction with the UC San Diego School of Medicine in fall 2012.  

SDSU also offers a MSW program in Imperial County (Calexico).

University of Southern California (USC; Irvine and San Diego):

http://sowkweb.usc.edu
The GRE is not required.  Full-time and part-time programs are available.  USC offers a MSW program in Irvine; San Diego County residents in this program may in some cases fulfill their internships in San Diego County. 

USC began a MSW program in Rancho Bernardo (San Diego) in fall 2009.      

2.  The other bachelor’s degree in social work and MSW programs in the Southern California region are as follows, listed alphabetically with the social work degrees offered.  Please note: **Unless otherwise noted, all the programs listed are CSWE (see p. 1) fully accredited.  Please note: Doctoral programs in social work are not subject to CSWE accreditation:

CSU Dominguez Hills (CSUDH): MSW.  

CSU Los Angeles (CSULA): Bachelor’s degree and MSW.

CSU Northridge (CSUN main campus; College of the Canyons in Santa Clarita; and City of Industry [City of Industry location is at a Los Angeles County Department of Public Social Services (DPSS) office and is for DPSS employees only]): MSW.

La Sierra University (Riverside): Bachelor’s degree.  Please note: There are no MSW programs in Riverside County.    

Point Loma Nazarene University (PLNU, San Diego): **Bachelor’s degree with CSWE (see p. 1) advanced to candidacy status.

UC Los Angeles (UCLA): MSW and Ph.D.  UCLA also offers dual graduate degrees: MSW/law; and MSW/master’s degrees in Asian-American studies, public health (MPH), and policy studies.

University of Southern California (USC, Los Angeles): MSW and Ph.D.  At its Los Angeles main campus, USC also offers dual graduate degrees: MSW/law; and MSW/master’s degrees in 
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business administration, gerontology, Jewish communal service (in conjunction with the Hebrew

Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in Los Angeles), planning, and public administration.    

Whittier College (Whittier): Bachelor’s degree.

3. ***The following online format social work programs are available:  

These two CSWE (see p. 1) fully accredited, three-year part-time MSW programs have online formats, with internships arranged in a student’s area of residence: The University of North Dakota (UND) in Grand Forks, has online virtual classrooms; and the University of                                                                                                                                                         

Washington (UW) in Seattle, has online, asynchronous format courses.  Both the UND and the UW programs require some in person campus class attendance.  The UND program requires in person campus class attendance, once per year, for around four or five days each time, for the first two years.  For applicants with a bachelor’s degree in social work from a CSWE accredited program, the UND also has an online virtual classrooms advanced standing (see p. 1) two-year part-time program, with some in person campus class attendance required.  The UW program requires in person campus class attendance for four weekends (Fridays and Saturdays) during each 11 to 12 week term.  

The University of New England (UNE) in Portland, Maine has CSWE (see p. 1) fully accredited MSW programs, with two online, asynchronous format coursework options: the traditional track is a four year part-time program for applicants with a bachelor’s degree in a major other than social work; the advanced standing (see p. 1) track is a two year part-time program for applicants with a bachelor’s degree in social work from a CSWE accredited program.  These UNE online programs do not require any in person campus class attendance.  Internships are arranged in a student’s area of residence.        

The University of Southern California (USC, Los Angeles) in October 2010 began CSWE (see p. 1) fully accredited online MSW programs, using both synchronous and asynchronous formats.  Two year full-time and three year part-time programs are offered; these USC online programs do not require any in person campus class attendance.  Internships are arranged in a student’s area of residence.  Please note: USC is the first California university to offer a CSWE accredited online MSW program.      

Texas State University-San Marcos (TSU-SM) in San Marcos, Texas has CSWE (see p. 1) fully accredited, online format, part-time MSW programs in the Administrative Leadership track only.  These TSU-SM programs do not require any in person campus class attendance.  Internships are arranged in a student’s area of residence. 

Humboldt State University (HSU) in Arcata, CA in spring 2012 begins a CSWE (see p. 1) fully accredited, online MSW program, using both synchronous and asynchronous formats.  This is a 3.5 year part-time program.  This program requires one to two times per year campus visits for 
around 3 to 5 days total per year.  An advanced standing online MSW two year program begins
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in 2013 for applicants with a bachelor’s degree in social work from a CSWE accredited program.  HSU began a CSWE (see p. 1) fully accredited online bachelor’s degree in social work (BASW) in fall 2011 for applicants who have completed or are in the process of completing all lower division prerequisites for the HSU social work undergraduate major; this program uses both synchronous and asynchronous formats, and requires one to two campus visits for around 3 to 5 days total per year; this bachelor’s degree program (upper division undergraduate level) has two year and three year options.  Internships for these HSU online programs will be arranged in a student’s area of residence.  Please note: HSU is the first California university to offer a CSWE accredited online bachelor’s degree in social work, and the first California public university to offer a CSWE accredited online MSW program.

Boston University (BU) in Boston, Massachusetts has a CSWE (see p. 1) fully accredited, online MSW program, using mostly asynchronous and some synchronous format courses.  Students enrolled in this part-time program complete one course at a time; a semester consists of two consecutive courses for seven weeks each, followed by a one week break.  There are 3.5 semesters per calendar year, for a total of two and one-half years.  This BU program requires a one-time, four day summer period of in person campus class attendance.  Internships are arranged in a student’s area of residence.                 
Edinboro University in Edinboro, Pennsylvania has CSWE (see p. 1) fully accredited, online MSW programs using mostly asynchronous and some synchronous format courses.  The traditional MSW program is part-time for three and one-half years.  The advanced standing (see p. 1) option is a two year part-time program for applicants with a bachelor’s degree in social work from a CSWE accredited program.  These Edinboro programs do not require any in person campus class attendance.  Internships are arranged in a student’s area of residence.           
***Please note: There are an increasing number of CSWE (see p. 1) fully accredited, online format MSW programs in the U.S.  Among these programs, the UND, UW, UNE, USC, TSU-SM, HSU, BU, and Edinboro programs that are listed on pp. 4-5 include availability to California residents.  There are also other CSWE accredited online format MSW programs that are not available to California residents.     
4.  MSW equivalent degrees: Master’s degrees in social work such as the MSSW (Master of

Science in Social Work) are equivalent to the MSW (Master of Social Work) degree.  The MSW

degree is the prevalent master’s degree in this field.  The MSW or equivalent degree is generally considered the terminal degree in this field.  Relatively few individuals attain a doctoral degree in social work.  Individuals who earn a doctoral degree in this field typically are engaged in administration, research, or University level teaching careers.       
5.  For detailed information on CSWE accreditation, California social work licensure, and other information on social work careers, please see a paper called Counseling and Related Careers: Graduate Programs and Other Issues on the CSU San Marcos Web site home page, under the 
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Link for Careers and Information (the same Link for this paper on MSW/Social Work Careers). 

Disclaimer: Reasonable efforts have been made to provide accurate information.  This                                                                                                                                       

information is updated as feasible.  The opinions expressed are my own and are indicated within       
brackets as [Commentary:].

Compiled by: Luis Terrazas, MSSW, Ph.D.

Lecturer, Human Development Department, CSU San Marcos

Campus e-mail: terrazas@csusm.edu 
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