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A Profile of First Time Full-Time Freshmen Entering Cal State San Marcos in Fall 2007:

Key Findings From the Freshman Survey


During the Summer 2007 orientation sessions for new students at California State University San Marcos, time was set aside for entering freshmen to complete the comprehensive Freshman Survey distributed annually by the Higher Education Research Institute at UCLA. Of the 1,290 prospective students who completed the survey, 1,249 identified themselves as first time full-time freshmen in Fall 2007.




Following an overview of the survey responses of newly admitted San Marcos students (Tables 1-6), this report summarizes key differences between the CSUSM responses and those of two comparison groups: 16,327 students from similar 4-year colleges 
 and 54,569 students at other public four-year colleges (Tables 7).
   In addition, it presents the distinguishing characteristics and attitudes of first-generation college students at Cal State San Marcos (Tables 8 - 11), and the characteristics of respondents who plan to live in our on-campus student housing (Tables 12 - 13). When relevant, the report highlights key changes in our entering freshman classes over time by comparing the 2007 responses with similar data gathered during the 1999-2006 period (see Appendix B).

Overview


Among CSUSM respondents, nearly all are recent high school graduates, two-thirds are women and 40% are students of color. Just over half of our respondents attended a high school that was ethnically diverse and 37% lived in a diverse neighborhood. Three-quarters of respondents say they frequently socialized with someone from another racial/ethnic group and two-thirds expect to do the same in college. 


More than half come from households with incomes of $75,000 or more; 80% say they are relying on their family resources to pay for college and that they have no major concerns about financing their education. More than half of CSUSM respondents report working at least five hours per week while in high school. An equal percentage plan to work while attending college to help cover college expenses and 13% say they plan to work full time.


At least one-third of San Marcos respondents chose CSUSM because it is close to home. As indicated by new survey items about students’ parental involvement in their college decisions, most Cal State San Marcos respondents were pleased with their parents’ level of involvement with their decision to go to college, but one in three would have liked more parental help with choosing their courses and college activities.

More than three-quarters of CSUSM respondents place a high value on raising a family and on being well off financially. Most believe that “through hard work, everybody can succeed in America” and that a college degree increases your earning power.

Distinguishing Characteristics


When compared to the students at similar institutions, the first time San Marcos freshmen are distinctive in several respects. They tend to be younger, are much more likely to be female and more likely than other students to be Latino/a, Asian, or Pacific Islander and less likely to have English as their native language. They are also more likely to have attended an ethnically diverse high school and to say they frequently socialized with someone of another racial/ethnic group during the past year.


They are much more likely to be commuter students (i.e., living with parents or relatives and within 50 miles of the campus) and only 36% plan to live on campus. San Marcos respondents are more likely than respondents at other four-year colleges to have parents who make more than $75,000 per year and less likely to receive grants or scholarships. San Marcos freshmen are more likely than respondents at other campuses to rely on their own and their family’s resources to cover their first-year expenses and more than one-third are confident they can cover their college expenses. They are slightly less likely than others to say they worked for pay in high school but somewhat more likely to say they plan to get a job while in college.

 
Much like respondents from comparison colleges, most San Marcos respondents say the campus was their first or second choice; however, they are more likely to have applied to four or more schools and less likely to have been accepted by their first choice. They are more likely than students at other public four-year colleges to say they wanted to attend a college within 50 miles of their home. Although still less important to San Marcos’ respondents than to respondents at other campuses, the following four factors have gradually increase in importance over the years in respondents’ decision to attend CSUSM: the university’s good academic reputation, the low cost of attending, the university’s good reputation for social activities, and the success of graduates in getting good jobs. 


When considering a variety of wide-ranging self-perceptions of their intellectual traits (e.g., academic ability, computer skills), personality traits (e.g., cooperativeness, drive to achieve) and emotional and physical health, San Marcos freshmen differ from their public institution counterparts in several ways. They are more likely to expect to socialize with, or have a roommate who is someone of another racial/ethnic group. Approximately half expect to make at least a “B” average, a somewhat lower percentage than respondents elsewhere. Although a majority of respondents rated themselves as above average or better in most intellectual and personality traits, just one-third of San Marcos respondents considered their mathematical, artistic or public speaking skills to be above average. 
  Even though most San Marcos respondents report that they received As or Bs in their high school courses, they are more likely than their counterparts elsewhere to have had tutoring in Mathematics and one in three say they will need such tutoring in college. San Marcos respondents are less likely than others to say they spent at least five hours per week watching television, using online social networks or playing video games while they were in high school. But they are more likely to say they spent at least five hours per week partying and that they came late to class or drank alcohol at least occasionally.


Finally, San Marcos respondents’ differ from respondents elsewhere in some of their political views. Specifically, they are more likely to favor legal abortion and the rights of same-sex couples and somewhat less likely than others to favor increasing the taxes of wealthy people or developing a national health care plan (although 71% favor doing so).
  

First Generation Students


One in four of the CSUSM respondents are first-generation college students in the narrow sense (i.e., coming from families in which neither parent has more than a high school degree). These first-generation students are disproportionately likely to come from Latino families of modest means where the native language is not English. They are much less likely to plan to live on campus and more likely to have major concerns about financing their education. They are also more likely than other freshmen to cite two reasons for choosing Cal State San Marcos: the cost of attending and offers of financial aid. The importance of the latter stems, in part, from the first-generation students’ lessened ability to rely on their families for substantial help in paying for their first-year. The self-reported high school records of the first-generation students appear to be similar to those of other entering freshmen; nevertheless, they are consistently less confident of their intellectual talents and more likely to feel they will need special assistance in English, Reading and Writing. They are also less likely to have spent at least five hours per week on leisure activities.

University Village Apartments Residents


Freshman respondents who are planning to live in the University Village Apartments, though similar to commuter students in most respects, have a few distinctive characteristics. They are less likely than commuting students to be students of color. They are also less likely to be worried about the cost of their education and more likely to have a parent with a college degree, an annual household income of at least $75,000 and to rely on family resources and loans to finance their education. They are more likely to have applied to four or more colleges and to have chosen to attend CSUSM based on a campus visit but  less likely to have been influenced by a relative, the proximity of the campus to their home, or the cost of attendance. Overall, there were no significant differences in their high school experiences, self perceptions or expectations for college.
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Students in All

  San Marcos 

Similar Four-Year

Public Four-Year

Response Categories

Responses

Colleges *

Colleges

1. How old will you be on 31 December 2007?

16 or younger 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

17

2.4 

1.8 

1.5 

18

80.5 

71.8 

68.5 

19

16.5 

24.2 

28.0 

20

0.4 

1.2 

1.1 

21 and over

0.2 

0.9 

0.8 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,246)

2. What is your sex?

Men

34.3

42.5

43.2

Women

65.7

57.5

56.8

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,249)

3. Racial and ethnic identity: ^

  African American/Black 

3.1 

24.8 

13.7 

  American Indian/Alaskan Native 

3.0 

2.2 

2.3 

  Asian American/Asian 

9.7 

4.9 

3.8 

  Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander

5.9 

1.8 

1.1 

  Latino/a

31.3 

18.9 

10.5 

    Mexican American/Chicano 

24.3 

12.2 

5.4 

    Puerto Rican 

1.2 

1.0 

1.3 

    Other Latino 

5.8 

5.7 

3.8 

  White/Caucasian 

60.3 

53.9 

74.5 

  Other 

7.5 

4.4 

3.3 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,188)

4. Composition of the high school respondent

last attended:

Completely non-White 

1.9 

8.0 

3.9 

Mostly non-White 

17.3 

21.7 

12.2 

Roughly half non-White 

37.9 

23.4 

22.9 

Mostly White 

41.0 

40.7 

52.2 

Completely White 

1.9 

6.2 

8.8 

(1,236)

5. Composition of the neighborhood 

respondent grew up in:

Completely non-White 

5.7 

14.2 

7.0 

Mostly non-White 

15.6 

19.0 

10.8 

Roughly half non-White 

21.5 

14.8 

12.6 

Mostly White 

49.8 

36.0 

47.4 

Completely White 

7.4 

16.0 

22.2 

(1,168)

 ^ These percentages sum to more than 100% because respondents could mark more than one category.

Table 1. Background and Demographic Characteristics of Fall 2007 CIRP Respondents 

(Percentages)
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6. Citizenship status 

U.S. citizen 

95.9 

96.5 

97.8 

Permanent resident (green card) 

2.4 

2.3 

1.4 

Neither 

1.7 

1.3 

0.8 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,246)

7. Is English your native language? 

Yes 

84.1 

88.9 

93.9 

No 

15.9 

11.1 

6.1 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,244)

8. Student's current religious preference 

Catholic

33.6

27.7

26.9

  Roman Catholic 

32.9 

27.3 

26.4 

  Eastern Orthodox 

0.7 

0.4 

0.5 

Protestant

11.6

30.6

32.1

  Baptist 

2.8 

19.2 

15.1 

  Episcopal 

0.5 

0.8 

1.2 

  LDS (Mormon) 

0.4 

0.3 

2.2 

  Lutheran 

3.3 

2.0 

3.6 

  Methodist 

1.7 

4.4 

5.8 

  Presbyterian 

1.9 

2.8 

3.1 

  Quaker 

0.3 

0.1 

0.1 

  Seventh Day Adventist 

0.4 

0.5 

0.3 

  Church of Christ 

0.3 

0.5 

0.7 

Other Christian 

19.7 

14.0 

13.4 

Jewish 

1.3 

1.1 

1.4 

Buddhist 

1.3 

1.1 

0.7 

Islamic 

1.1 

0.6 

0.5 

Other Religion 

3.7 

3.2 

2.9 

None 

20.8 

15.4 

17.1 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,181)
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Response Categories
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9. What is your best estimate of your parents' total income last

 year? 

(Consider income from all sources before taxes)

Less than $15,000

5.7 

12.0 

7.7 

$15,000 to $29,999

10.4 

15.5 

11.2 

$30,000 to $39,999 

7.3 

9.2 

7.3 

$40,000 to $49,999 

6.7 

9.5 

8.3 

$50,000 to $59,999 

7.7 

9.6 

9.7 

$60,000 to $74,999 

10.1 

12.1 

12.7 

$75,000 to $99,999 

13.0 

12.2 

14.9 

$100,000 to $149,999 

20.4 

11.7 

15.7 

$150,000 to $199,999 

8.8 

4.2 

6.1 

$200,000 or more 

10.0 

4.1 

6.5 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,079)

10. Father's education 

Some high school or less 

14.8 

16.8 

10.4 

High school graduate 

20.7 

29.5 

27.1 

Some postsecondary education

26.6 

21.5 

21.2 

College degree 

21.5 

20.5 

25.0 

Graduate education

16.4 

11.7 

16.2 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,312)
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 11. Mother's education 

Some high school or less 

14.0 

13.4 

8.0 

High school graduate 

18.9 

25.9 

24.5 

Some postsecondary education

30.2 

25.2 

24.2 

College degree 

20.9 

23.0 

28.0 

Graduate education

15.9 

12.5 

15.2 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,213)

12. How would you characterize your political views?

Far right 

1.1 

1.7 

1.7 

Conservative 

22.6 

21.1 

23.8 

Middle-of-the-road 

45.6 

46.9 

46.9 

Liberal 

28.2 

27.5 

25.2 

Far left 

2.5 

2.9 

2.5 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,107)

13. How many miles is this college from your 

permanent home? 

5 or less 

10.5 

9.4 

6.7 

6 to 10 

11.4 

9.8 

7.3 

11 to 50 

41.8 

35.0 

29.4 

51 to 100 

18.5 

17.8 

19.0 

101 to 500 

14.4 

23.2 

30.0 

More than 500 

3.4 

4.8 

7.5 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,214)

14. Where do you plan to live during the fall term?

With parents or relatives 

46.2 

31.1 

21.0 

Other private home, apartment, or room 

16.6 

5.5 

5.2 

College dormitory 

11.8 

59.0 

70.4 

Other campus student housing 

23.8 

3.9 

3.0 

Other 

1.6 

0.5 

0.4 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,237)

* Public universities with low selectivity i.e. average SAT Composite Score (Verbal + Math) of the 

entering class is <985 (as reported by respondent)


[image: image5.wmf]Students in 

Students in 

  San Marcos 

Similar Four-Year

Public Four-Year

Response Categories

Responses

Colleges *

Colleges

1. In what year did you graduate from high school?

2007

98.7 

96.8 

97.3 

2006

1.0 

1.9 

1.6 

2005

0.1 

0.4 

0.3 

2004 or earlier or passed G.E.D. test

0.2 

0.9 

0.9 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,248)

2. What was your average grade in high school?

A or A+ 

8.7 

10.5 

16.5 

A- 

10.3 

10.9 

16.0 

B+ 

28.9 

27.3 

27.5 

B  

29.7 

20.3 

17.7 

B- 

16.5 

19.0 

14.4 

C+ 

3.3 

5.7 

3.7 

C  or D

2.6 

6.4 

4.1 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,229)

3. Have you had any special tutoring or 

remedial work in:

English/reading

17.5 

16.4 

14.1 

Mathematics

21.2 

16.5 

15.2 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,249)

4. Do you feel you will need any special 

tutoring or remedial work in: 

English/reading

21.8 

21.8 

16.2 

Mathematics

37.7 

35.0 

28.7 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,249)

Table 2. Adequacy of High School Preparation and Degree Plans of Fall 2007 First Time  First 

Time Full-Time CSUSM Freshmen (Percentages)
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Students in 

Students in 

  San Marcos 

Similar Four-Year

Public Four-Year

Response Categories

Responses

Colleges *

Colleges

3. Highest degree planned anywhere 

Bachelor's 

(B.A., B.S.) 

29.8 

28.2 

28.0 

Master's

 (M.A., M.S.) 

47.6 

43.8 

44.4 

LL.B. or J.D. 

(Law) 

2.3 

2.7 

2.9 

M.D., D.O., D.D.S., D.V.M. 

4.2 

4.8 

5.7 

Ph.D. or Ed.D. 

13.4 

16.0 

15.2 

Other 

(e.g., AA degree)

2.6

4.6

3.8

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,036)

5. Highest degree planned at this college

Bachelor's (B.A., B.S.) 

69.5 

65.2 

68.7 

Master's (M.A., M.S.) 

19.5 

23.0 

21.1 

Ph.D. or Ed.D. 

2.8 

3.6 

2.6 

Other

6.4 

6.1 

5.7 

None

1.8 

2.1 

1.9 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(681)

6. Probable major

Business 

23.6 

16.6 

16.5 

Education 

9.1 

15.0 

15.2 

Social Science 

12.8 

10.6 

10.4 

Professional  

(e.g., health professions)

16.4 

15.6 

14.5 

    Nursing

12.1 

7.0 

5.4 

Arts and Humanities

 (includes history)

8.0 

10.6 

11.8 

Biological Science 

6.5 

5.4 

5.8 

Engineering 

1.6 

4.8 

5.1 

Technical 

(e.g., computer programming)

1.1 

1.7 

1.3 

Physical Science 

(includes mathematics)

1.4 

2.2 

2.7 

Other Fields 

11.5 

11.1 

9.5 

  Communication

2.6 

1.9 

2.0 

  Computer science

1.7 

1.5 

1.4 

  Kinesiology

4.3 

1.3 

0.9 

  Other

2.9

6.4

5.2

Undecided 

7.9 

6.6 

7.3 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,173)

* Public universities with low selectivity i.e. average SAT Composite Score (Verbal + Math) of the 

entering class is <1085.
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  San Marcos 

Similar Four-Year

Public Four-Year

Response Categories

Responses

Colleges *

Colleges

1. During last year of high school spent more than

five hours per week:

Socializing with friends 

68.8 

68.9 

73.4 

Working (for pay) 

57.7 

58.9 

61.6 

On exercise or sports 

45.7 

47.8 

51.0 

Partying 

27.7 

22.9 

23.2 

Studying/doing homework 

23.8 

19.8 

22.5 

Watching TV 

22.0 

28.8 

27.1 

Online social networks 

(MySpace, Facebook, etc.)

18.7 

22.4 

20.5 

On household/childcare 

12.8 

14.0 

12.1 

Involved with student clubs/groups 

11.8 

13.7 

13.8 

Doing volunteer work 

11.5 

11.4 

9.8 

Reading for pleasure 

8.5 

9.5 

10.7 

Playing video games 

8.1 

12.0 

12.0 

Talking with teachers outside of class 

4.1 

6.1 

5.1 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,184)

2. Actvities which respondents did 

at least occasionally

during the 

past year: 

Studied with other students 

89.7 

85.7 

85.6 

Performed volunteer work 

81.2 

76.4 

78.5 

Attended a religious service

75.6 

78.1 

78.1 

Came late to class 

69.7 

62.1 

61.2 

Performed community service as part of a class

59.3 

53.4 

54.1 

Tutored another student 

54.9 

50.1 

50.3 

Drank wine or liquor 

50.2 

42.4 

46.9 

Drank beer 

43.4 

33.5 

40.6 

Played a musical instrument 

35.8 

37.8 

39.6 

Participated in political demonstrations

22.0 

23.3 

21.5 

Was a guest in a teacher's home 

16.4 

19.4 

22.3 

Worked on a local, state or nat'l. political campaign 

9.2 

10.1 

9.7 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,235)

Table 3. Activities of Fall 2007 First Time Full-Time CSUSM Freshmen During the Past Year 

(Percentages)
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  San Marcos 

Similar Four-Year

Public Four-Year

Response Categories

Responses

Colleges *

Colleges

Actvities which respondents did 

frequently  

during the 

past year: 

Socialized with someone of another 

   racial/ethnic group

79.6 

67.5 

65.4 

Used the internet for: 

   For research or homework 

74.1 

69.7 

71.5 

   To read news sites 

36.8 

39.4 

40.5 

   To read blogs 

33.0 

32.3 

34.4 

Was bored in class

43.6 

39.2 

42.3 

Felt overwhelmed by all I had to do

31.7 

26.4 

28.0 

Discussed religion

27.4 

24.4 

27.3 

Discussed politics

27.0 

22.1 

25.2 

Asked a teacher for advice after class

26.7 

25.1 

24.2 

Voted in a student election

22.1 

20.0 

20.1 

Felt depressed 

6.2 

7.7 

7.3 

Smoked cigarettes

5.5 

5.5 

6.3 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,235)

* Public universities with low selectivity i.e. average SAT Composite Score (Verbal + Math) of the 

entering class is <1085.
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  San Marcos 

Similar Four-Year

Public Four-Year

Response Categories

Responses

Colleges *

Colleges

1.  Is this college your: 

First choice? 

51.1 

57.7 

64.2 

Second choice? 

35.3 

28.6 

25.8 

Third choice? 

9.7 

9.4 

7.1 

Less than third choice? 

3.9 

4.4 

3.0 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,242)

2. To how many colleges other than this one did you

apply for admission this year? 

None 

12.5 

19.4 

20.7 

One 

10.6 

12.0 

13.4 

Two 

15.2 

15.6 

16.6 

Three 

17.4 

17.9 

17.8 

Four to six

37.8 

28.3 

25.5 

Seven or more

6.5 

6.8 

6.0 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,247)

3. Were you accepted by your first choice college?

Yes

71.5 

80.6 

84.2 

No

28.5 

19.4 

15.8 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,245)

4. Do you have any concern about your ability to

finance your college education? 

None (I am confident that I will have the funds)

36.8 

31.8 

38.2 

Some (but I probably will have enough funds)

51.6 

54.7 

51.7 

Major (not sure I will have enough funds)

11.6 

13.5 

10.1 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,224)

Table 4. Factors Entering Into College Choice and College Financing Plans of Fall 2007 First 

Time First Time Full-Time CSUSM Freshmen (Percentages)
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Students in 

Students in 

  San Marcos 

Similar Four-Year

Public Four-Year

Response Categories

Responses

Colleges *

Colleges

5. Resources respondents expect to use to cover first year's

educational expenses 

(i.e., room, board, tuition & fees)

Family resources 

(parents, relatives, spouse, etc.)

   None

20.7 

28.6 

26.6 

    Less than $6,000

40.8 

48.7 

44.2 

    $6,000 or more

38.6 

22.7 

29.1 

Personal resources 

(savings from work, 

work-study, other income)

   None

34.0 

40.2 

40.1 

    Less than $3,000

55.1 

50.8 

49.3 

    $3,000 or more

10.9 

9.0 

10.7 

Aid which need not be repaid 

(grants, 

scholarships, military funding etc.)

   None

50.8 

39.5 

39.0 

    Less than $3,000

25.9 

27.5 

27.5 

    $3,000 or more

23.2 

32.9 

20.4 

Aid which must be repaid 

(loans, etc.)

   None

66.0 

51.4 

51.8 

    Less than $1,000

5.0 

5.3 

4.8 

    $1,000 or more

29.0 

48.6 

48.2 

Other

   None

92.6 

93.0 

93.5 

    Less than $1,000

2.6 

3.1 

2.6 

    $1,000 or more

4.7 

7.0 

6.5 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,249)
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Students in 

  San Marcos 

Similar Four-Year

Public Four-Year

Response Categories

Responses

Colleges *

Colleges

6. Degree to which  parents (or legal guardian)

were involved in student's:

Decision to go to college 

   Too little 

7.7 

8.1 

6.6 

   Right amount 

77.0 

75.7 

81.2 

   Too much 

15.3 

16.2 

12.1 

Application(s) to college 

   Too little 

20.9 

19.4 

16.2 

   Right amount 

68.2 

67.7 

72.7 

   Too much 

10.9 

12.9 

11.1 

Decision to go to 

this

 college

   Too little 

12.8 

14.8 

11.6 

   Right amount 

73.0 

72.3 

78.0 

   Too much 

14.2 

12.8 

10.4 

Dealings with officials at your college 

   Too little 

26.7 

22.9 

18.1 

   Right amount 

68.9 

69.0 

75.6 

   Too much 

4.4 

8.1 

6.3 

Choosing college courses 

   Too little 

33.0 

31.9 

26.4 

   Right amount 

62.8 

63.5 

70.0 

   Too much 

4.1 

4.5 

3.6 

Choosing college activities 

   Too little 

34.0 

32.3 

25.1 

   Right amount 

62.0 

63.0 

70.7 

   Too much 

4.0 

4.7 

4.1 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,219)
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Students in 

Students in 

  San Marcos 

Similar Four-Year

Public Four-Year

Response Categories

Responses

Colleges *

Colleges

7. Reasons noted as very important in influencing student's decision to attend

 this particular college

This college has a very good academic 

   reputation 

40.5 

49.0 

53.1 

I wanted to go to a school about the 

   size of this college 

40.2 

32.9 

37.4 

The cost of attending this college 

35.3 

47.5 

45.9 

I wanted to live near home 

34.4 

27.7 

23.9 

This college's graduates get good jobs 

34.2 

43.2 

45.1 

A visit to campus 

30.7 

34.1 

38.1 

This college has a good reputation for 

   its social activities 

25.7 

32.4 

33.5 

I was offered financial assistance 

21.5 

35.0 

34.2 

This college's graduates gain admission 

   to top graduate/professional schools 

20.1 

25.2 

25.8 

My parents wanted me to come here 

17.8 

15.6 

13.2 

Information from a website 

12.2 

15.2 

15.7 

Could not afford first choice 

9.7 

13.1 

11.3 

High school counselor advised me 

9.3 

11.9 

9.9 

My teacher advised me 

6.0 

8.1 

6.7 

Not offered aid by first choice 

5.8 

8.8 

7.3 

I was admitted through an Early Action 

   or Early Decision program 

5.7 

6.0 

7.3 

The athletic department recruited me 

5.4 

7.7 

7.9 

My relatives wanted me to come here 

4.9 

7.0 

5.4 

Rankings in national magazines 

4.8 

8.3 

9.9 

I was attracted by the religious affiliation/orientation 

    of the college

3.0 

4.3 

4.0 

Private college counselor advised me 

2.6 

3.7 

2.8 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,229)

* Public universities with low selectivity i.e. average SAT Composite Score (Verbal + Math) of the 

entering class is <1085.


[image: image13.wmf]Students in 

Students in 

  San Marcos 

Similar Four-Year

Public Four-Year

Response Categories

Responses

Colleges *

Colleges

1. Chances are very good that student will

Do the following academically:

  Make at least a "B" average 

50.0 

55.7 

56.7 

  Communicate regularly with professors

29.6 

29.0 

29.9 

  Participate in a study abroad program

22.4 

17.4 

19.8 

  Change major field 

16.2 

12.0 

13.2 

  Need extra time to complete degree requirements

8.7 

8.4 

7.4 

Make the following personal decisions:

  Get a job to help pay for college expenses

56.4 

50.0 

48.6 

  Socialize with someone of another 

      racial/ethnic group

65.6 

58.3 

59.8 

  Have a roommate of different race/ethnicity 

30.4 

23.7 

24.5 

  Change career choice 

13.9 

10.3 

11.8 

  Work full-time while attending college 

12.8 

10.6 

9.0 

  Seek personal counseling 

8.2 

9.6 

7.4 

Persist or not persist in one of the following ways:

  Stay at this college (i.e., be satisfied with it)

43.3 

45.6 

48.7 

  Transfer to another college before graduating

14.2 

10.3 

9.0 

Engage in the following extra-curricular activities:

  Participate in student clubs/groups

40.4 

35.9 

37.5 

  Participate in volunteer/community service work

19.2 

20.1 

20.4 

  Play varsity/intercollegiate athletics 

14.7 

17.2 

16.8 

  Join a social fraternity or sorority

13.1 

15.3 

11.2 

  Participate in student government

7.3 

7.2 

6.4 

  Participate in student protests or demonstrations

5.4 

6.1 

5.1 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,133)

Table 5. Self Perceptions of Fall 2007 First TimeFirst Time Full-Time CSUSM Freshmen 

(Percentages)
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Students in 

Students in 

  San Marcos 

Similar Four-Year

Public Four-Year

Response Categories

Responses

Colleges *

Colleges

2. Student rated self above average or in highest 10%

as compared with the average person of his/her age in:

Intellectual traits

  Leadership ability 

56.6 

57.4 

58.4 

  Academic ability 

55.1 

51.5 

58.2 

  Self-confidence (intellectual) 

53.8 

55.8 

55.5 

  Creativity 

52.3 

54.3 

54.0 

  Computer skills 

42.3 

41.5 

39.5 

  Writing ability 

41.2 

37.7 

40.6 

  Public speaking ability 

33.1 

31.8 

33.2 

  Mathematical ability 

30.3 

31.4 

35.0 

  Artistic ability 

27.0 

27.1 

26.7 

Personality traits

  Understanding of others 

68.1 

63.5 

63.4 

  Cooperativeness 

70.7 

69.5 

70.7 

  Drive to achieve 

71.6 

69.8 

70.1 

  Self-confidence (social) 

55.7 

55.4 

52.8 

  Self-understanding 

54.8 

54.9 

53.6 

  Competitiveness 

53.7 

56.7 

56.0 

  Spirituality 

35.2 

38.8 

37.5 

Other

  Emotional health 

50.4 

49.5 

50.9 

  Physical health 

52.8 

51.3 

53.2 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,230)
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Students in 

Students in 

  San Marcos 

Similar Four-Year

Public Four-Year

Response Categories

Responses

Colleges *

Colleges

3. Objectives considered to be essential or very important

Personal objectives

  Being very well off financially 

84.9 

83.0 

77.3 

  Raising a family 

76.2 

76.9 

77.5 

  Developing a meaningful philosophy of life

46.6 

45.7 

45.5 

  Improving my understanding of other 

      countries and cultures 

45.9 

46.1 

45.9 

  Keeping up to date with political affairs

30.8 

31.0 

32.0 

Making a contribution to society

  Helping others who are in difficulty 

67.6 

70.2 

68.3 

  Influencing social values 

43.5 

45.9 

43.9 

  Helping to promote racial understanding 

37.4 

40.2 

35.4 

  Becoming a community leader 

33.2 

35.3 

33.4 

  Influencing the political structure 

19.7 

23.0 

21.0 

  Participating in a community action program

29.2 

30.0 

26.7 

  Helping to clean up the environment

26.6 

27.3 

24.8 

Intellectual and career objectives

  Becoming an authority in my field 

54.0 

60.7 

57.9 

  Obtaining recognition from my colleagues 

   for contributions to my special field

53.3 

58.0 

55.0 

  Becoming successful in a business of my own

48.6 

48.9 

43.0 

  Having admin. responsibility for work of others

44.2 

45.1 

42.8 

  Creating artistic work (e.g., painting, sculpture) 

18.0 

18.1 

16.4 

  Becoming accomplished in a performing art

17.0 

18.9 

17.1 

  Writing original works (e.g., poems, novels)

14.1 

18.0 

16.4 

  Making a theoretical contribution to science

17.9 

20.1 

18.4 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,190)

* Public universities with low selectivity i.e. average SAT Composite Score (Verbal + Math) of the 

entering class is <1085.


[image: image16.wmf]Students in 

Students in 

  San Marcos 

Similar Four-Year

Public Four-Year

Response Categories

Responses

Colleges *

Colleges

Student agrees "strongly" or "somewhat" 

Through hard work, everybody can 

   succeed in American society 

84.5 

82.2 

81.4 

The federal government is not doing enough to

   control environmental pollution

78.0 

79.0 

77.7 

The chief benefit of a college education is that it 

   increases one’s earning power

74.8 

72.3 

71.0 

The federal government should do more 

   to control the sale of handguns 

76.0 

76.4 

74.1 

A national health care plan is needed 

   to cover everybody's medical costs 

71.0 

79.8 

75.9 

There is too much concern in the courts 

   for the rights of criminals 

60.4 

58.1 

59.5 

Only volunteers should serve in the armed forces 

61.3 

64.5 

63.8 

Same-sex couples should have the right 

   to legal marital status 

68.7 

61.4 

60.8 

Abortion should be legal 

59.4 

52.2 

53.1 

Dissent is a critical component of the 

   political process 

56.3 

55.6 

58.2 

Wealthy people should pay a larger 

   share of taxes than they do now 

49.9 

61.3 

59.8 

Undocumented immigrants should be 

   denied access to public education 

46.7 

44.9 

50.9 

Affirmative action in college 

   admissions should be abolished 

42.9 

38.4 

44.5 

Colleges have the right to ban extreme 

   speakers from campus 

36.1 

38.8 

42.4 

Marijuana should be legalized 

40.8 

36.8 

37.1 

Federal military spending should be increased

32.2 

33.4 

36.2 

Realistically, an individual can do little to bring

29.7 

31.5 

29.6 

   about changes in our society

The death penalty should be abolished 

28.3 

32.5 

30.4 

The federal government should raise 

   taxes to reduce the deficit 

24.4 

20.8 

22.9 

It is important to have laws 

   prohibiting homosexual relationships 

20.2 

27.2 

26.9 

Racial discrimination is no longer a 

20.2 

20.0 

21.4 

   major problem in America 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,190)

Table 6. Opinions of Fall 2007 First Time Full-Time CSUSM Freshmen (Percentages)


[image: image17.wmf]Students in 

Students in 

  San Marcos 

Similar Four-Year

Public Four-Year

Responses

Colleges 

Colleges

Respondent characteristics

18 years old or younger

82.9 

73.6 

70.0 

Latino/a 

31.3 

18.9 

10.5 

Frequently socialized with someone from another 

ethnic group

79.6 

67.5 

65.4 

English is native language

84.1 

88.9 

93.9 

Lives within 50 miles of home

63.7 

54.2 

43.4 

Lives on campus

35.6 

62.9 

73.4 

Had special tutoring in high school in Math

21.2 

16.5 

15.2 

Anticipates needing special tutoring in Math

37.7 

35.0 

28.7 

Financing their college education

Parents earn at least $75,000 last year

52.2 

32.2 

43.2 

Received grants or scholarship

49.1 

60.4 

47.9 

Relying on family resources to fund education

79.4 

71.4 

73.3 

Relying on their own resources to fund education

66.0 

59.8 

60.0 

Spent at least five hour per week working (for pay)

57.7 

58.9 

61.6 

Very likely will get a job to help pay college expenses

56.4 

50.0 

48.6 

Reasons for choosing this college

Cost of attending

35.3 

47.5 

45.9 

This college's graduates get good jobs

34.2 

43.2 

45.1 

I wanted to live near home 

34.4 

27.7 

23.9 

This college has a very good academic reputation

40.5 

49.0 

53.1 

Offered financial assistance

21.5 

35.0 

34.2 

This college

 (e.g. CSUSM)

 was first choice

51.1 

57.7 

64.2 

Applied to four or more colleges

44.3 

35.1 

31.5 

Table 7. Key Differences Between CSUSM Respondents and Those from Other Public Four-Year 

Colleges (Fall 2007 Freshman Survey)
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Students in 

Students in 

  San Marcos 

Similar Four-Year

Public Four-Year

Responses

Colleges 

Colleges

Activities

Chances are very good that student will:

  Socialize with someone of another 

      racial/ethnic group

65.6 

58.3 

59.8 

  Make at least a "B" average 

50.0 

55.7 

56.7 

During last year of high school spent 

more than

five hours

 per week partying

27.7 

22.9 

23.2 

Activities which respondents did 

at least occasionally

during the 

past year: 

  Drank wine or liquor 

50.2 

42.4 

46.9 

  Drank beer 

43.4 

33.5 

40.6 

Student Opinion

Student agrees "strongly" or "somewhat" 

Same-sex couples should have the right 

   to legal marital status 

68.7 

61.4 

60.8 

Wealthy people should pay a larger 

   share of taxes than they do now 

49.9 

61.3 

59.8 

A national health care plan is needed 

   to cover everybody's medical costs 

71.0 

79.8 

75.9 


[image: image19.wmf]Both parents 

    One or both 

One or both 

high school

   parents with

parents with a

Response Categories

 or less

  some college

college degree

1. Father's education 

Some high school or less 

51.6  

5.8  

2.3  

High school graduate 

48.4  

18.4  

9.0  

Some postsecondary education

 

75.7  

14.1  

College degree 

 

 

42.4  

Graduate education

 

 

32.2  

(No. of students on which percentages based) 

(279)

(309)

(611)

2. Mother's education 

Some high school or less 

53.0  

4.5  

0.3  

High school graduate 

47.0  

17.6  

6.7  

Some postsecondary education

 

77.9  

20.2  

College degree 

 

 

41.4  

Graduate education

 

 

31.4  

100.0  

100.0  

100.0  

(No. of students on which percentages based) 

(279)

(312)

(614)

3. What is your best estimate of your parents' total income last year?

    

(Consider income from all sources before taxes)

Less than $30,000

32.4  

17.5  

6.3  

Chi square = 182.18 (.000); df=4

$30,000 to $74,999  

47.0  

32.7  

24.9  

Cramer's V=.411

$75,000 or more

20.6  

49.8  

68.9  

(No. of students on which percentages based) 

(247)

(263)

(543)

4. What is your gender?

Men

29.4

30.8

37.9

NS

Women

70.6

69.2

62.1

(No. of students on which percentages based) 

(279)

(315)

(614)

Table 8. Background and Demographic Characteristics of Fall 2007 First Time 

Full-Time CSUSM Freshman by First-Generation Status (Percentages)


[image: image20.wmf]Table 8 cont'd. - 2

Both parents 

    One or both 

high school

   parents with

Response Categories

 or less

  some college

5. Racial and ethnic identity:

 

^

African American/Black 

1.8  

4.1  

2.4  

American Indian 

1.4  

3.8  

3.1  

Asian American/Asian 

9.3  

6.0  

10.6  

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander

3.2  

5.7  

6.8  

Latino/a

64.2  

28.6  

15.0  

    Mexican American/Chicano 

53.0  

21.3  

10.6  

    Puerto Rican 

1.8  

0.6  

1.0  

    Other Latino/a 

9.3  

6.7  

3.4  

White/Caucasian 

25.1  

64.1  

70.2  

Chi square =183.83 (.000); df=2

Cramer's V=.398

Other

5.7  

7.3 

7.8 

(No. of students on which percentages based) 

(279)

(315)

(614)

6. Is English your native language? 

Yes 

54.3  

92.4  

94.5  

Chi square =255.79 (.000); df=2

No 

45.7  

7.6  

5.5  

Cramer's V=.461

(No. of students on which percentages based) 

(276)

(315)

(613)

7. Citizenship status 

U.S. citizen 

88.5  

99.7  

98.0  

Chi square =66.86 (.000); df=4

Permanent resident (green card) 

6.1  

0.3  

1.6  

Cramer's V=.166

Neither 

5.4  

 

0.3  

(No. of students on which percentages based) 

(279)

(315)

(613)

8. Where do you plan to live during the fall term?

With parents or relatives 

56.7 

48.2 

39.7 

Chi square =49.85 (.000); df=6

Other private home or apartment

21.8 

15.0 

15.2 

Cramer's V=.144

College dormitory/

Other campus student housing 

19.3 

35.5 

43.4 

Other 

2.2 

1.3 

1.6 

(No. of students on which percentages based) 

(275)

(313)

(610)

 ^ These percentages sum to more than 100% because respondents could mark more than one category.

college degree

parents with a

One or both 


[image: image21.wmf]Both parents 

    One or both 

high school

   parents with

Response Categories

 or less

  some college

1. Do you have any concern about your ability to finance your

 college education? 

None (I am confident that I will

Chi square = 92.16 (.000); df=4

have the funds)

21.9  

32.4  

47.0  

Cramer's V=.197

Some (but I probably will have 

enough funds)

54.4  

55.3  

47.5  

Major (not sure I will have enough 

funds)

23.7  

12.3  

5.6  

(No. of students on which percentages based) 

(274)

(309)

(609)

2. Sources expected to cover at least $3,000 of first year's 

educational expenses*

Family resources

37.2

56.8

73.8

Chi square = 99.14 (.000); df=2

(No. of students on which percentages based) 

(250)

(280)

(549)

Cramer's V=.303

Aid that doesn't have to be repaid

41.4

32.2

23.9

Chi square = 22.31 (.000); df=2

(No. of students on which percentages based) 

(220)

(239)

(465)

Cramer's V=.155

Aid that must be repaid

32.7

34.8

23.8

Chi square = 10.78 (.005); df=2

(No. of students on which percentages based) 

(205)

(224)

(433)

Cramer's V=.112

3. Reasons noted as very important in influencing student's decision to 

attend CSUSM

Cost of attending

45.7  

37.8  

29.6  

Chi square =21.63 (.000); df=2

(269)

(288)

(577)

Cramer's V=.138

I was offered financial assistance 

31.7  

22.9  

16.3  

Chi square =26.28 (.000); df=2

(271)

(288)

(577)

Cramer's V=.152

* Educational expenses cover room, board, tuition (when applicable), and fees.

Note: 

The numbers in parenthesis represent the number of students on which percentages based.

One or both 

parents with a

college degree

Table 9. College Financing Plans of Fall 2007 First Time Full-Time CSUSM 

Freshmen by First-Generation Status  (Percentages)


[image: image22.wmf]Both parents 

    One or both 

high school

   parents with

Response Categories

 or less

  some college

1. What was your average grade in high school?

A+, A, or A-

15.9

20.9

19.2

B+ or B

58.3

57.2

59.9

B- 

17.8

17.7

15.4

C+ 

5.1

2.3

3.0

C or D

2.9

1.9

2.5

(No. of students on which percentages based) 

(338)

(318)

(679)

2. During last year of high school spent more than

five hours per week:

Socializing with friends 

58.4 

65.6 

76.1 

Chi square =30.09 (.000); df=2

(274)

(294)

(587)

Cramer's V=.161

Exercising or sports

36.1 

47.3 

49.6 

Chi square =13.96 (.001); df=2

(274)

(296)

(587)

Cramer's V=.110

3. Do you feel you will need any special 

tutoring or remedial work in: 

English

23.3 

16.2 

10.9 

Chi square =23.25 (.000); df=2

(279)

(315)

(614)

Cramer's V=.139

Reading

10.8 

6.3 

4.4 

Chi square =12.98 (.000); df=2

(279)

(315)

(614)

Cramer's V=.104

Writing

25.4 

14.3 

12.9 

Chi square =23.52 (.000); df=2

(279)

(315)

(614)

Cramer's V=.140

Note: 

The numbers in parenthesis represent the number of students on which percentages based.

college degree

One or both 

parents with a

Table 10. Adequacy of High School Preparation of Fall 2007 First Time Full-Time 

CSUSM Freshmen by First-Generation Status  (Percentages)


[image: image23.wmf]Both parents 

    One or both 

high school

   parents with

Response Categories

 or less

  some college

Student rated self above average or in highest 10% as compared with the 

average person of his/her age in the following intellectual traits:

Academic Ability

45.8

58.5

58.0

Chi square = 13.03 (.001); df=2

(277)

(313)

(609)

Cramer's V=.104

Cooperativeness

32.7

40.6

47.9

Chi square = 18.34 (.000); df=2

(275)

(313)

(606)

Cramer's V=.124

Artistic Ability

18.5

26.1

31.8

Chi square = 17.25 (.000); df=2

(276)

(314)

(607)

Cramer's V=.120

Creativity

62.3

69.4

75.5

Chi square = 16.52 (.000); df=2

(276)

(314)

(609)

Cramer's V=.117

Leadership Ability

39.1

50.6

55.9

Chi square = 21.53 (.000); df=2

(274)

(314)

(606)

Cramer's V=.134

Writing ability 

30.0

42.7

46.1

Chi square = 20.56 (.000); df=2

(277)

(314)

(608)

Cramer's V=.131

Public Speaking Ability 

41.5

54.0

57.1

Chi square = 18.98 (.000); df=2

(275)

(313)

(609)

Cramer's V=.126

Spirituality

30.9

28.4

40.9

Chi square = 17.09 (.000); df=2

(275)

(313)

(609)

Cramer's V=.120

Note: 

The numbers in parenthesis represent the number of students on which percentages based.

One or both 

parents with a

college degree

Table 11.  Self Perceptions of Fall 2007 First Time Full-Time CSUSM Freshman 

by First-Generation Status (Percentages)


[image: image24.wmf]Students in 

Students in 

on-campus

all other

Response Categories

housing*

housing

1. How many miles is this college from your 

permanent home? 

5 or less 

3.1 

14.4 

Chi square = 300.77 (.001); df=5

6 to 10 

2.1 

16.7 

Cramer's V=.500

11 to 50 

27.7 

49.6 

51 to 100 

30.8 

11.8 

101 to 500 

28.4 

6.7 

More than 500 

8.0 

0.9 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(426)

(779)

2. Racial and ethnic identity: ^

  African American/Black 

3.5 

2.0 

  American Indian/Alaskan Native 

3.1 

2.9 

Chi square = 55.93 (.000); df=5

  Asian American/Pacific Islander

5.4 

16.5 

Cramer's V=.218

  Latino/a

22.9

32.4

White/Caucasian 

61.8 

43.6 

Other 

3.3 

2.7 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(424)

(753)

 4. What is your best estimate of your parents' total income last

 year? 

(Consider income from all sources before taxes)

Less than $30,000

3.8 

6.8 

$30,000 to $74,999  

6.8 

11.9 

Chi square = 30.17 (.000); df=2

$75,000 or more

4.6 

8.2 

Cramer's V=.166

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(366)

(705)

Table 12. Background Characteristics of Fall 2007 First Time Full-Time 

CSUSM Freshmen by Housing Status (Percentages)
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 5. Father's education 

Some high school or less 

6.1

19.4

Chi square = 50.92 (.000); df=4

High school graduate 

19.5

21.4

Cramer's V=.207

Some postsecondary education

27.5

26.2

College degree 

24.5

20.2

Graduate education

22.4

12.9

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(425)

(768)

 6. Mother's education 

Some high school or less 

5.3 

18.7 

Chi square = 59.31 (.000); df=4

High school graduate 

16.4 

20.2 

Cramer's V=.222

Some postsecondary education

31.7 

29.4 

College degree 

24.1 

19.5 

Graduate education

22.5 

12.2 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(432)

(771)

* Includes resondents who selected residence halls or on-campus housing
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1. To how many colleges other than this one did you

apply for admission this year? 

None 

6.4 

15.8 

Chi square = 60.60 (.001); df=5

One 

5.9 

13.1 

Cramer's V=.221

Two 

13.6 

16.1 

Three 

17.0 

17.7 

Four to six

48.2 

32.2 

Seven or more

8.9

5.2

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(440)

(796)

2. Do you have any concern about your ability to

finance your college education? 

None (I am confident that I will have the funds)

44.5 

32.9 

Chi square = 16.94 (.000); df=2

Some (but I probably will have enough funds)

46.4 

54.5 

Cramer's V=.118

Major (not sure I will have enough funds)

9.0 

12.7 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(431)

(782)

3. Sources expect to use to cover at least $3,000 of first year's

educational expenses 

(i.e., room, board, tuition & fees)

Family resources

75.7  

52.8  

Chi square = 54.44 (.000); df=1

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(383)

(702)

Cramer's V=.224

Aid which must be repaid

38.0  

24.7  

Chi square = 16.72 (.000); df=1

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(303)

(563)

Cramer's V=.139

Table 13. Factors Entering Into College Choice and Financing Plans of Fall 

2007 First Time Full-Time CSUSM Freshmen by Housing Status 

(Percentages)
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5. Reasons noted as very important in influencing student's 

decision to attend CSUSM

A visit to campus

42.4 

24.6 

Chi square = 62.04 (.000); df=1

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(403)

(739)

Cramer's V=.233

CSUSM has a good reputation for social activities

31.6 

22.4 

Chi square = 15.56 (.000); df=2

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(405)

(746)

Cramer's V=.116

I wanted to live near home 

19.8 

42.5 

Chi square = 87.07 (.000); df=2

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(405)

(744)

Cramer's V=.275

My parents wanted me to come here

10.7 

21.6 

Chi square = 21.44 (.000); df=2

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(410)

(750)

Cramer's V=.136

The cost of attending CSUSM

27.7 

39.5 

Chi square = 16.07 (.000); df=2

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(404)

(745)

Cramer's V=.118

The athletic dept. recruited me

9.0 

3.4 

Chi square = 20.52 (.000); df=2

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(398)

(728)

Cramer's V=.135

* Includes resondents who selected residence halls or on-campus housing


Appendix A
Representativeness of Sample


As shown in the Table A-1, the CSUSM respondents are representative of the Fall 2007 incoming freshman class with two exceptions: the incoming class has a higher percentage of students attending part-time and a higher percentage of minority students. The latter discrepancy may be due to a difference in coding between the survey and CSU enrollment reporting system; the survey allows the respondent to select multiple racial or ethnic classifications whereas the CSU allows only one such designation.
[image: image28.wmf]First Time

Full-time Freshmen

All First Time

Completing

Full-time

Characteristic

Survey

Freshmen

All Respondents

1. Attendance Status

Full time 

97.4

79.2

Part-time

2.6

20.8

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,401)

(1,358)

Full-time students only

1. Age

16 or younger 

0.0 

0.0

17

2.4 

0.9

18

80.5 

81.4

19

16.5 

16.9

20

0.4 

0.3

21 and over

0.2 

0.5

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,246)

(1,075)

2. Gender

Men

34.3

37.1

Women

65.7

62.9

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,249)

(1,075)

3. Racial and ethnic identity: *

  African American/Black 

3.1 

2.8

  American Indian/Alaskan Native 

3.0 

0.9

  Asian American/Asian 

9.7 

4.6

  Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander

5.9 

7.3

  Latino/a

31.3 

25.4

White/Caucasian 

60.3 

49.8

  Other

--

9.9

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,188)

(1,075)

6. Citizenship status 

U.S. citizen 

95.9 

95.8

Other

4.1 

4.3

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(1,246)

(1,075)

 *The percentages from the survey sum to more than 100.0 because respondents could 

mark more than one category. Figures for enrolled students allow for only one category which 

may account for the lower percentages in some groupings.

Table A-1. Selected Characteristics of CIRP Resondents and All First Time 

Freshmen Entering CSUSM in Fall 2007 (Percentages)
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Response Categories

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

1. Age During Year of Survey

16 or younger 

0.0 

0.2 

0.0 

0.2 

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0 

0.0 

17

2.3 

2.6 

2.6 

3.1 

2.0

1.3

0.7 

2.6 

2.4 

18

74.6 

74.9 

73.8 

77.7 

80.8

82.6

81.1 

80.6 

80.5 

19

22.2 

20.7 

22.6 

18.7 

16.3

15.5

17.5 

16.1 

16.5 

20

0.5 

1.0 

0.5 

0.2 

0.6

0.3

0.4 

0.4 

0.4 

21 and over

0.5 

0.6 

0.5 

0.3 

0.3

0.3

0.3 

0.2 

0.2 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(437)

(502)

(420)

(654)

(639)

(607)

(721)

(1,354)

(1,246)

2. What is your sex?

Men

41.1 

37.0 

39.4 

39.5 

37.7 

35.6 

34.1 

38.4

34.3

Women

58.9 

63.0 

60.6 

60.5 

62.3 

64.4 

65.9 

61.6

65.7

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(437)

(502)

(420)

(654)

(639)

(607)

(721)

(1,354)

(1,246)

3. Racial and ethnic identity: ^

African American/Black 

4.6 

3.2 

3.6 

2.6 

2.0 

3.6 

3.0 

4.9 

3.1 

American Indian 

3.9 

4.2 

2.1 

2.3 

2.3 

2.5 

2.7 

3.5 

3.0 

Asian American/Asian /Pacific Islander

14.0

11.7

10.2

15.7 

13.0 

14.4 

14.5 

14.3 

15.6 

Latino/a

28.5 

28.1 

25.8 

20.8 

19.2

27.7

29.0

29.9

31.3 

    Mexican American/Chicano 

21.8 

24.1 

21.1 

17.3 

15.0 

23.1 

24.0 

24.4 

24.3 

    Puerto Rican 

1.1 

0.6 

0.7 

0.6 

0.8 

1.3 

0.4 

0.8 

1.2 

    Other Latino 

5.5 

3.4 

4.0 

2.9 

3.4 

3.3 

4.5 

4.7 

5.8 

White/Caucasian 

58.6 

57.9 

59.9 

62.1 

67.9 

60.4 

59.6 

61.1 

60.3 

Other 

10.1 

10.5 

8.3 

5.8 

7.6 

5.7 

0.0 

7.5 

7.5 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(435)

(506)

(421)

(660)

(642)

(611)

(732)

(1,297)

(1,188)

4. Citizenship status 

U.S. citizen 

89.0 

89.1 

93.8 

94.2 

95.4 

94.2 

91.1 

95.5 

95.9 

Permanent resident (green card) 

8.7 

9.7 

4.5 

5.0 

3.9 

4.5 

6.2 

2.9 

2.4 

Neither 

2.3 

1.2 

1.7 

0.8 

0.6 

1.3 

2.7 

1.5 

1.7 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(435)

(504)

(421)

(656)

(637)

(606)

(730)

(1,361)

(1,246)

5. Is English your native language? 

Yes 

82.6 

78.9 

82.8 

86.6 

87.3 

83.5 

80.4 

83.8 

84.1 

No 

17.4 

21.1 

17.2 

13.4 

12.7 

16.5 

19.6 

16.2 

15.9 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(431)

(502)

(421)

(647)

(638)

(605)

(719)

(1,334)

(1,244)

Table B1. Background and Demographic Characteristics of First Time Full-Time CSUSM Freshmen by Year (Percentages)


    ^ These percentages sum to more than 100% because respondents could mark more than one category.
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6. Student's current religious preference 

Catholic

32.6

31.1

32.0

31.7

31.3

29.3

36.6

34.4

33.6

  Roman Catholic 

31.9 

31.1 

31.5 

31.4 

30.3 

28.8 

36.1 

34.0 

32.9 

  Eastern Orthodox 

0.7 

0.0 

0.5 

0.3 

1.0 

0.5 

0.4 

0.4 

0.7 

Protestant

17.3

15.5

15.1

16.8

18.2

21.3

17.1

16.7

11.6

  Baptist 

4.7 

4.1 

4.5 

4.6 

4.1 

5.0 

3.3 

3.6 

2.8 

  Episcopal 

0.9 

0.8 

1.0 

1.0 

1.2 

0.7 

0.7 

0.7 

0.5 

  LDS (Mormon) 

0.5 

2.5 

1.5 

1.5 

0.3 

1.0 

0.6 

0.9 

0.4 

  Lutheran 

3.5 

3.5 

1.7 

4.1 

3.7 

3.4 

3.3 

3.1 

3.3 

  Methodist 

2.1 

1.8 

1.0 

1.1 

2.3 

0.3 

0.7 

0.8 

1.7 

  Presbyterian 

3.8 

1.4 

4.0 

2.6 

3.1 

2.9 

3.0 

2.0 

1.9 

  Quaker 

0.2 

0.2 

0.2 

0.2 

0.8 

0.2 

0.1 

0.0 

0.3 

  Seventh Day Adventist 

0.5 

0.2 

0.5 

0.7 

0.6 

0.2 

0.4 

0.6 

0.4 

  United Church of Christ 

0.9 

1.0 

0.7 

1.0 

2.1 

7.6 

5.0

5.0 

0.3 

Other Christian 

19.6

21.3

21.6

22.8 

22.7 

20.4 

21.0 

22.1 

19.7 

Jewish 

0.9

1.2

0.5

1.5 

1.3 

1.4 

1.3 

0.8 

1.3 

Buddhist 

1.9

1.4

1.0

1.6 

1.6 

1.4 

1.6 

1.0 

1.3 

Islamic 

1.2

1.6

1.5

0.7 

0.6 

0.5 

0.3 

1.5 

1.1 

Other Religion 

5.4

4.9

4.7

4.1 

3.1 

2.4 

2.2

3.5 

3.7 

None 

21.0

22.9

23.6

21.1 

17.0 

23.3 

19.9 

19.9 

20.8 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(423)

(489)

(403)

(615)

(617)

(584)

(700)

(700)

(1,181)

7. What is your best estimate of your parents' total income last

 year? 

(Income from all sources before taxes)

Less than $15,000

11.2 

9.0 

6.8 

7.0 

3.9 

4.5 

5.3 

6.4 

5.7 

$15,000 to $29,999

10.7 

14.8 

13.4 

15.0 

7.0 

8.7 

11.9 

9.1 

10.4 

$30,000 to $39,999 

9.9 

9.9 

10.5 

6.6 

6.3 

7.7 

8.2 

7.4

7.3 

$40,000 to $49,999 

10.2 

9.5 

7.9 

9.5 

5.9 

7.4 

7.1 

7.0

6.7 

$50,000 to $59,999 

10.4 

9.2 

9.4 

15.3 

8.8 

8.5 

6.8 

7.5

7.7 

$60,000 to $74,999 

10.4 

14.0 

11.3 

15.0 

13.9 

10.0 

10.4 

10.9 

10.1 

$75,000 to $99,999 

15.3 

12.7 

15.2 

15.3 

18.4 

14.7 

15.6 

15.6 

13.0 

$100,000 to $149,999 

12.2 

10.3 

14.9 

8.3 

18.4 

20.6 

17.8 

16.9 

20.4 

$150,000 to $199,999 

4.8 

5.6 

5.2 

3.1 

5.9 

9.8 

6.1 

8.3 

8.8 

$200,000 or more 

4.8 

4.9 

5.5 

4.9 

11.6 

8.1 

10.8 

11.0

10.0 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(393)

(465)

(382)

(588)

(560)

(530)

(636)

(1,180)

(1,079)
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8. Father's education 

Some high school or less 

16.2 

18.1 

15.1 

10.5 

7.8 

12.6 

15.7 

16.5 

14.8 

High school graduate 

15.0 

15.2 

15.3 

18.6 

14.8 

15.7 

16.4 

19.4 

20.7 

Some postsecondary education

24.9 

26.4 

31.1 

27.6 

29.2 

29.8 

24.8 

24.1 

26.6 

College degree 

23.2 

20.5 

19.7 

20.5 

26.2 

21.5 

22.1 

22.2 

21.5 

Graduate education

20.7 

19.7 

18.7 

22.8 

22.0 

20.4 

21.1 

17.8 

16.4 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(426)

(492)

(411)

(645)

(627)

(593)

(707)

(1,312)

(1,312)

9. Mother's education 

Some high school or less 

15.9 

18.0 

16.0 

11.3 

6.5 

12.5 

15.3 

15.5 

14.0 

High school graduate 

16.9 

17.4 

20.3 

19.0 

15.8 

15.6 

15.6 

20.4 

18.9 

Some postsecondary education

27.9 

32.4 

32.4 

30.1 

36.9 

34.8 

30.6 

27.1 

30.2 

College degree 

22.9 

19.0 

17.9 

21.8 

25.0 

22.4 

22.1 

22.3 

20.9 

Graduate education

16.4 

13.2 

13.3 

17.8 

15.8 

14.7 

16.4 

14.7 

15.9 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(433)

(500)

(413)

(647)

(632)

(590)

(706)

(1,317)

(1,213)

10. How would you characterize your political views?

Far right 

0.7 

1.5 

1.0 

0.8 

2.1 

3.5 

1.9 

1.7 

1.1 

Conservative 

18.9 

18.2 

24.9 

21.5 

23.7 

20.7 

23.2 

24.2 

22.6 

Middle-of-the-road 

52.7 

52.1 

47.3 

51.2 

49.2 

50.8 

45.5 

48.4 

45.6 

Liberal 

26.0 

25.4 

23.7 

24.6 

22.7 

21.7 

26.4 

24.3 

28.2 

Far left 

1.7 

2.8 

3.1 

1.8 

2.3 

3.3 

3.1 

1.4 

2.5 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(408)

(468)

(389)

(613)

(608)

(575)

(686)

(1,201)

(1,107)
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11. How many miles is this college from your 

permanent home? 

5 or less 

10.4 

9.2 

11.5 

9.8 

7.7 

8.8 

8.3 

9.7 

10.5 

6 to 10 

17.7 

17.4 

16.5 

17.7 

12.8 

14.6 

13.9 

11.9 

11.4 

11 to 50 

54.4 

52.3 

51.6 

54.6 

49.6 

58.1 

47.3 

44.8 

41.8 

51 to 100 

9.7 

11.8 

13.4 

9.3 

15.7 

12.1 

16.2 

17.5 

18.5 

101 to 500 

6.2 

6.8 

5.3 

7.7 

11.7 

4.8 

11.5 

12.4 

14.4 

More than 500 

1.6 

2.4 

1.7 

0.9 

2.5 

1.5 

2.8 

3.7 

3.4 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(434)

(499)

(417)

(654)

(635)

(601)

(721)

(1,307)

(1,214)

12. Where do you plan to live during the fall term?

With family

73.2 

70.8 

70.9 

74.5 

49.8 

55.8 

52.4 

49.2 

46.2 

Other private home, apartment, or room 

16.1 

17.6 

27.2 

23.1 

6.9 

6.3 

12.1 

23.9 

16.6 

College dormitory (frat/sorority)

3.7 

1.8 

0.0 

0.2 

7.4 

18.6 

21.7 

12.3 

11.8 

Other campus student housing 

6.4 

8.9 

0.7 

0.5 

34.1 

18.8 

13.2 

13.5

23.8 

Other 

0.7 

1.0 

1.2 

1.8 

1.9 

0.5 

0.6 

1.1 

1.6 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(436)

(506)

(419)

(654)

(639)

(606)

(725)

(1,295)

(1,237)
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Responses
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Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

1. In what year did you graduate from high school?

Current Year

98.2 

98.0 

99.5 

99.2 

99.1 

99.0 

98.8 

99.4 

98.7 

Previous year

1.1 

1.2 

0.0 

0.5 

0.6 

0.7 

0.8 

0.4 

1.0 

Two or more years previously

0.5 

0.2 

0.0 

0.3 

0.0 

0.3 

0.1 

0.0 

0.1 

Three or more years ago or passed G.E.D. test 

0.2 

0.6 

0.5 

0.0 

0.3 

0.0 

0.3 

0.2 

0.2 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(438)

(505)

(419)

(656)

(640)

(608)

(725)

(1,354)

(1,248)

2. Did your high school require community 

service for graduation? 

Yes 

41.2 

42.5 

45.6 

47.9 

47.9 

47.7 

46.6 

--

--

No 

58.8 

57.5 

54.4 

52.1 

52.1 

52.3 

53.4 

--

--

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(432)

(504)

(412)

(651)

(624)

(606)

(719)

3. What was your average grade in high school?

A or A+ 

8.0 

6.2 

9.1 

6.5 

7.2 

6.3 

6.5 

4.7 

8.7 

A- 

11.7 

13.2 

15.1 

15.3 

14.9 

11.5 

10.3 

10.9 

10.3 

B+ 

26.3 

27.3 

23.3 

24.3 

26.2 

26.8 

23.6 

24.0 

28.9 

B  

33.2 

33.9 

32.2 

33.7 

34.9 

38.8 

42.6 

38.1 

29.7 

B- 

13.0 

12.6 

12.0 

13.8 

10.2 

11.2 

12.2 

15.3 

16.5 

C+ 

6.9 

5.0 

6.3 

5.1 

5.3 

3.7 

3.7 

4.8 

3.3 

C  or D

0.9 

1.8 

1.9 

1.4 

1.3 

1.7 

1.1 

2.1 

2.6 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(437)

(499)

(416)

(647)

(637)

(600)

(721)

(1,348)

(1,229)

Table B2. Adequacy of High School Preparation and Degree Plans of First Time Full-Time CSUSM Freshmen by Year (Percentages)


[image: image34.wmf]Table B2 cont'd. - 2

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

Response Categories

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

4. During last year of high school spent more than

  five hours per week

Socializing with friends 

74.2 

74.8 

66.2 

68.2 

78.0 

72.0

71.9 

70.3 

68.8 

Working (for pay) 

58.6 

66.4 

65.0 

61.9 

66.8 

68.8

63.7 

59.4 

57.7 

On exercise or sports 

45.1 

41.6 

38.4 

41.8 

46.7 

45.5 

48.2 

47.8 

45.7 

Studying/doing homework 

27.2 

30.6 

23.8 

26.9 

27.5 

26.4 

26.6 

23.6 

27.7 

Watching TV 

27.7 

27.0 

24.3 

27.8 

27.6 

26.0 

25.7 

24.0 

22.0 

Partying 

28.8 

26.0 

22.9 

22.0 

29.0 

22.4 

28.1 

26.6 

27.7 

Online social networks 

(MySpace, etc.)

-

-

-

-

18.7 

On housework/childcare 

14.2 

14.5 

11.4 

11.2 

11.0 

12.5 

13.4 

11.9 

12.8 

Involved with student clubs/groups 

15.6 

12.7 

10.0 

12.0 

11.4 

12.0 

9.6 

9.7 

11.8 

Playing video games 

5.8 

7.2 

7.5 

8.6 

9.4 

9.2 

11.9 

10.4 

8.1 

Doing volunteer work 

11.6 

11.5 

8.8 

12.4 

11.4 

9.0 

9.4 

10.4 

11.5 

Reading for pleasure 

8.1 

7.6 

6.6 

8.8 

9.3 

8.2 

7.8 

8.0 

8.5 

Talking with teachers outside of class 

4.9 

4.8 

3.4 

4.1 

3.2 

3.1 

4.0 

3.7 

4.1 

In prayer/meditation 

3.5 

2.8 

2.7 

4.9 

3.3 

2.8 

4.6 

--

--

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(430)

(503)

(411)

(651)

(623)

(576)

(658)

(1,283)

(1,283)

5. Highest degree planned anywhere 

Bachelor's 

(B.A., B.S.) 

23.9 

18.9 

26.5 

24.9 

28.7 

28.9 

35.9 

30.6 

29.8 

Master's

 (M.A., M.S.) 

49.7 

56.5 

47.6 

50.9 

47.3 

45.5 

41.6 

46.3 

47.6 

LL.B. or J.D. 

(Law) 

3.8 

3.0 

1.4 

3.5 

3.7 

4.1 

3.6 

2.5 

2.3 

M.D., D.O., D.D.S., D.V.M. 

4.7 

5.4 

5.1 

5.0 

5.4 

5.1 

3.3 

4.1 

4.2 

Ph.D. or Ed.D. 

15.7 

14.7 

17.9 

13.8 

13.6 

15.4 

14.9 

13.4 

13.4 

Other 

(e.g., AA degree)

2.2 

1.5 

1.4 

2.3 

1.4 

1.0 

0.7 

2.4 

2.6

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(364)

(333)

(351)

(515)

(516)

(492)

(582)

(1,134)

(1,036)
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1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

Response Categories

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

6. Probable major

Business 

20.0 

21.1 

23.9 

19.6 

22.8 

21.9 

27.4 

25.0 

23.6 

Education 

19.2 

18.9 

20.4 

15.1 

19.0 

16.3 

10.9 

9.3 

9.1 

Social Science 

10.7 

11.6 

14.7 

14.0 

14.1 

12.2 

11.7 

14.0 

12.8 

Professional  

(e.g., health professions)

--

--

--

--

--

--

--

13.4 

16.4 

    Nursing

--

--

--

--

--

--

--

10.2 

12.1 

Arts and Humanities

 (includes history)

6.6 

5.7 

7.5 

8.7 

8.2 

8.5 

7.4 

6.9 

8.0 

Biological Science 

7.5 

5.1 

7.0 

6.6 

7.0 

8.7 

4.8 

5.3 

6.5 

Physical Science (& mathematics)

2.2 

2.6 

1.0 

2.6 

1.7 

2.1 

1.2 

2.2 

1.4 

Technical 

(e.g., computer programming)

3.4 

2.2 

2.5 

2.4 

0.8 

2.3 

2.8 

--

1.1 

Other Fields 

12.2 

13.2 

7.2 

8.5 

5.5 

4.8 

7.8 

18.9 

19.4 

  Communication

4.4 

3.0 

3.0 

3.7 

3.2 

2.7 

3.6 

3.8 

2.6 

  Computer science

6.1 

7.3 

4.2 

4.8 

2.3 

2.1 

2.1 

2.2 

1.7 

  Kinesiology

--

--

--

--

--

--

2.1 

3.8 

4.3 

  Other

--

--

--

--

--

--

--

--

2.9

Undecided 

11.2 

10.6 

7.7 

11.9 

10.3 

11.3 

9.3 

9.1 

7.9 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(411)

(492)

(402)

(623)

(601)

(515)

(580)

(1,173)

(1,173)
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2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

Response Categories

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

1.  Is this college your: 

First choice? 

51.5 

54.9 

62.4 

57.8 

57.1

59.7

58.7 

58.7 

51.1 

Second choice? 

35.2 

32.7 

25.4 

27.9 

31.3

30.1

28.4 

30.8 

35.3 

Third choice? 

8.3 

8.1 

7.4 

7.9 

8.6

7.2

9.0 

6.8 

9.7 

Less than third choice? 

5.1 

4.3 

4.8 

6.4 

3.0

2.9

4.0 

3.7 

3.9 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(435)

(508)

(417)

(656)

(641)

(611)

(726)

(1,361)

(1,242)

2. To how many colleges other than this

one did you apply for admission this year? 

None 

28.2 

31.6 

32.1 

29.1 

20.7 

19.4 

13.1 

12.2 

12.5 

One 

22.2 

15.1 

14.4 

17.5 

14.6 

14.2 

12.8 

7.7 

10.6 

Two 

22.0 

18.1 

17.2 

17.6 

18.7 

16.8 

17.0 

15.7 

15.2 

Three 

13.1 

15.9 

16.0 

15.0 

15.7 

17.8 

19.6 

19.4 

17.4 

Four to six

12.2 

16.7 

17.2 

18.4 

25.4 

26.1 

28.6 

35.9 

37.8 

Seven or more

2.3 

2.6 

3.1 

2.3 

4.8 

5.7 

9.0 

9.0

6.5 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(436)

(509)

(418)

(646)

(642)

(607)

(725)

(1,361)

(1,247)

3. Do you have any concern about your

 ability to  finance your college education? 

None 

(I am confident that I will have the funds)

37.9 

32.1 

34.8 

42.8 

39.1 

34.9 

35.6 

33.9 

36.8 

Some

 (but I probably will have enough funds)

48.4 

50.6 

53.3 

43.6 

49.2 

52.4 

47.6 

52.4 

51.6 

Major 

(not sure I will have enough funds)

13.7 

17.3 

11.4 

13.6 

11.7 

12.7 

16.9 

13.7 

11.6 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(430)

(504)

(411)

(640)

(624)

(565)

(635)

(1,329)

(1,224)

4. Sources to cover at least $3,000 of first year's

 educational expenses 

(i.e., room, board, tuition & fees) 

* ^

Family resources

31.6 

35.2 

32.4 

38.6  

57.3  

57.8  

56.2  

56.4 

53.3 

My own resources

2.6 

3.4 

11.6 

8.3  

11.0  

9.4  

7.9  

--

10.7 

--

--

Aid which must not be repaid

3.7 

7.0 

20.6 

17.0  

24.2  

19.5  

18.8  

--

23.2 

Aid which must be repaid

3.5 

3.8 

5.0 

6.4  

11.9  

11.3  

11.3  

--

20.4 

--

--

Other

2.6 

3.6 

0.5 

1.0  

3.3  

0.7  

2.1  

--

2.5 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(427)

(494)

(398)

(623)

(579)

(585)

(681)

(1,366)

(1,366)

^ This question was substantially changed for 2006 and is no longer comparable.

 * The percentages may be slight over-estimates because each represents the sum of several smaller response categories.

Table B3. Factors Entering Into College Choice and College Financing Plans of First Time Full-Time CSUSM Freshmen by Year (Percentages)
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1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

Response Categories

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

5. Reasons noted as very important in 

deciding to go to college

To be able to make more money 

77.6 

76.3 

73.5 

75.5 

76.6 

78.5 

79.6 

79.9 

--

To learn more about things that interest me

76.0 

79.0 

74.5 

74.8 

74.5 

75.4 

75.2 

76.2 

--

To get training for a specific career 

72.8 

74.9 

72.1 

72.6 

69.0 

75.1 

68.2 

69.8 

--

To be able to get a better job 

74.4 

73.9 

67.8 

72.6 

74.7 

74.8 

72.5 

73.3 

--

To gain a gen'l. education and appreciation of ideas

62.2 

65.1 

66.3 

64.2 

59.5 

66.2 

63.3 

62.7 

--

My parents wanted me to go 

51.0 

46.7 

44.9 

44.0 

42.5 

57.3 

55.1 

57.8 

--

To prepare myself for graduate or prof. school

59.7 

57.5 

59.7 

59.9 

56.1 

54.1 

57.2 

57.9 

--

To make me a more cultured person 

41.0 

38.8 

43.0 

39.0 

36.2 

40.3 

35.1 

38.4 

--

Wanted to get away from home 

11.4 

11.8 

11.7 

12.5 

20.7 

16.0 

21.2 

21.6 

--

I could not find a job 

6.6 

9.2 

5.0 

6.6 

5.5 

8.6 

8.1 

9.3 

--

There was nothing better to do 

4.3 

2.7 

3.8 

5.0 

4.2 

4.0 

3.2 

3.7 

--

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(437)

(510)

(419)

(654)

(633)

(606)

(717)

(1,328)

--

6. Reasons noted as very important in

 influencing  student's decision to attend 

this particular college

I wanted to live near home 

40.4 

43.1 

44.8 

40.8 

36.4 

44.4 

37.9 

33.2 

34.4 

This college has a very good academic reputation

36.2 

35.6 

33.2 

28.4 

30.5 

37.5 

30.5 

33.2 

40.5 

I wanted to go to a school about this size

41.7 

42.3 

46.7 

32.7 

38.1 

34.8 

36.4 

40.2 

40.2 

This college has low tuition 

31.9 

37.4 

34.9 

31.4 

29.5 

34.6 

30.2 

30.3 

35.3 

This college's graduates get good jobs 

26.8 

38.2 

31.7 

--

13.9 

33.5 

28.7 

33.3 

34.2 

A visit to campus

--

--

--

--

23.6 

25.0 

32.3 

32.0 

30.7 

College has a good reputation for social activities

7.6 

10.2 

12.3 

14.7 

13.9 

19.1 

13.0 

17.6 

25.7 

This college offers special educational programs

13.5 

20.1 

17.9 

15.5 

16.8 

--

--

--

--

I was offered financial assistance 

18.3 

21.3 

17.7 

14.8 

12.4 

15.8 

19.1 

17.5 

21.5 

This college's graduates gain admission 

   to top graduate/professional schools 

13.3 

20.1 

14.5 

--

--

15.5 

16.1 

15.5 

20.1 

My relatives wanted me to come here 

11.0 

11.6 

11.1 

10.5 

11.0 

15.5 

14.8 

13.7 

17.8 

H.S. guidance counselor advised me 

5.7 

9.8 

13.1 

9.6 

8.1 

11.1 

8.3 

10.6 

9.3 

Information from a website (college guidebook)

2.3 

5.5 

6.1 

7.8 

11.1 

9.7 

14.1 

13.1 

12.2 

My teacher advised me 

5.7 

4.9 

7.3 

4.3 

4.8 

7.7 

6.3 

7.1 

6.0 

Not offered aid by first choice 

6.7 

5.5 

5.3 

5.3 

3.2

6.6 

5.5 

5.4 

5.8 

Rankings in national magazines 

0.9 

2.2 

2.2 

2.9 

2.4 

3.6 

4.7 

4.4 

4.8 

Private college counselor advised me 

0.7 

1.4 

1.7 

2.9 

1.8 

3.1 

3.4 

2.8 

2.6 

Admitted through an Early Action/Decision prog.

7.1 

11.8 

10.7 

11.8 

4.4 

2.6 

3.2 

4.5 

5.7 

I was attracted by the religious affiliation/orient.

0.5 

1.6 

1.0 

1.6 

1.0 

1.5 

3.0 

2.0 

3.0 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(436)

(508)

(413)

(654)

(615)

(549)

(623)

(1,229)

(1,229)
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2007

Response Categories

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

1. Chances are very good that student will

Do the following academically:

  Get a bachelor's degree (B.A.,B.S.,etc.)

78.0 

81.0 

77.6 

70.0 

80.5

--

--

--

--

  Make at least a "B" average 

40.7 

46.7 

42.8 

43.9 

47.4

46.5 

47.4 

48.7 

50.0 

  Communicate regularly with professors

--

29.1

31.7 

25.8 

27.0

22.7 

25.1 

27.2 

29.6 

  Change major field 

19.9 

19.0 

16.2 

18.3 

16.5

22.7 

20.1 

17.2 

16.2 

  Participate in a study abroad program

--

--

--

12.5 

14.2

19.5 

21.2 

21.0 

22.4 

  Need extra time to complete degree requirements

11.0 

12.5 

14.0 

--

--

--

--

9.3 

8.7 

  Graduate with honors 

8.1 

8.5 

12.5 

--

--

--

--

--

--

Make the following personal decisions:

  Get a job to help pay for college expenses

44.0 

55.2 

52.3 

48.1 

56.4

49.4 

34.6 

51.8 

56.4 

  Change career choice 

16.5 

17.4 

13.0 

13.8 

18.5

17.2 

17.3 

14.3 

13.9 

  Work full-time while attending college 

9.3 

10.7 

20.6 

16.3 

13.7

8.8 

9.7 

10.1 

12.8 

  Seek personal counseling 

8.1 

8.9 

12.5 

8.7 

7.1

5.9 

9.5 

7.9 

8.2 

Persist or not persist in one of the following ways:

  Stay at this college (i.e., be satisfied with it)

33.5 

35.6 

38.8 

32.7 

43.9

35.9 

39.8 

41.2 

43.3 

  Transfer to another college before graduating

21.8 

18.2 

19.2 

20.8 

17.0

14.3 

13.6 

15.3 

14.2 

  Drop out of college permanently

0.5 

0.6 

1.7 

1.3 

0.0

--

--

--

--

  Drop out of this college temporarily 

(i.e., stop out)

0.2 

1.6 

1.0 

--

--

--

--

--

--

Engage in the following extra-curricular activities:

  Join a social fraternity, sorority, (or club)

19.4 

10.1 

9.3 

12.8 

13.2

28.7 

10.4 

31.7 

40.4 

  Participate in volunteer/community service work

17.5 

17.6 

19.4 

29.0 

19.9

15.8 

20.6 

15.6 

19.2 

  Play varsity/intercollegiate athletics 

13.9 

7.1 

8.4 

9.1 

11.4

8.2 

11.2 

15.5 

14.7 

  Be elected to a student office 

4.1 

5.5 

7.9 

9.0 

9.6

7.4 

7.1 

--

--

  Participate in student government

--

--

--

7.3 

  Participate in student protests or demonstrations

5.5 

5.5 

7.6 

6.1 

5.6

5.5 

6.1 

5.4 

5.4 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(418)

(495)

(407)

(624)

(604)

(512)

(538)

(538)

(1,133)

Table B4. Self Perceptions of First Time Full-Time CSUSM Freshmen by Year (Percentages)
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1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

Response Categories

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

2. Student rated self above average or in highest 10% in:

Intellectual traits

  Academic ability 

56.8 

60.9 

60.9 

61.3 

65.8

61.3

50.2 

56.2 

55.1 

  Creativity 

58.7 

54.9 

57.2 

57.9 

67.1

60.5

55.4 

53.4 

52.3 

  Leadership ability 

59.7 

59.6 

61.5 

56.0 

34.9

55.6

54.1 

56.8 

56.6 

  Self-confidence (intellectual) 

61.9 

57.3 

60.0 

61.1 

57.7

52.4

55.6 

55.8 

53.8 

  Writing ability 

46.3 

39.7 

41.6 

43.3 

43.5

42.6

39.0 

38.7 

41.2 

  Computer skills 

31.1 

33.3 

34.9 

37.7 

40.5

39.8

40.7 

39.5 

42.3 

  Mathematical ability 

38.6 

37.4 

37.6 

36.1 

58.9

38.4

32.6 

31.6 

30.3 

  Public speaking ability 

37.1 

38.8 

40.0 

37.5 

27.7

32.7

32.1 

33.9 

33.1 

  Artistic ability 

30.6 

28.9 

28.5 

29.7 

34.2

31.4

30.6 

26.4 

27.0 

Personality traits

  Cooperativeness 

73.5 

73.3 

73.3 

69.0 

60.3

66.6

67.9 

68.9 

70.7 

  Drive to achieve 

64.2 

69.1 

69.1 

69.7 

56.4

65.9

66.4 

68.9 

71.6 

  Understanding of others 

73.2 

69.9 

69.9 

67.5 

69.6

64.6

69.5 

70.4 

68.1 

  Self-confidence (social) 

58.0 

54.5 

54.5 

55.4 

57.1

53.1

54.5 

57.0 

55.7 

  Self-understanding 

60.3 

58.1 

58.1 

56.8 

59.1

39.1

50.9 

56.5 

54.8 

  Spirituality 

45.8 

42.3 

42.3 

38.5 

39.5

39.1

33.8 

33.9 

35.2 

Other

  Emotional health 

50.0 

51.8 

51.8 

51.9 

64.4

51.2

51.2 

52.1 

50.4 

  Physical health 

53.9 

47.3 

47.3 

54.3 

65.0

47.1

52.3 

54.1 

52.8 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(438)

(507)

(418)

(677)

(638)

(602)

(701)

(1,330)

(1,230)

Note:

 The figures in parentheses represent the number of respondents on which the percentages are based.
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1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

Response Categories

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

Responses

3. Objectives considered to be essential or very important

Personal objectives

  Being very well off financially 

77.5 

78.3 

79.3 

76.0 

80.2

81.2

80.6 

82.7 

84.9 

  Raising a family 

75.1 

75.7 

78.1 

72.3 

80.4

73.4

78.2 

79.0 

76.2 

  Developing a meaningful philosophy of life

41.2 

45.3 

41.1 

37.0 

37.6

41.8

39.0 

44.1 

46.6 

  Improving my understanding of other 

  countries and cultures

--

--

--

43.7 

45.6

38.8

44.6 

42.4 

45.9 

  Integrating spirituality into my life 

44.8 

41.9 

42.1 

38.4 

41.1

33.7

33.0 

30.6 

--

  Keeping up to date with political affairs

27.3 

24.3 

30.3 

32.2 

31.3

31.4

31.5 

--

30.8 

Making a contribution to society

  Helping others who are in difficulty 

64.5 

66.6 

63.8 

59.0 

61.6

58.9

62.9 

65.9 

67.6 

  Influencing social values 

39.3 

40.2 

46.1 

40.0 

40.8

40.9

42.4 

41.8 

43.5 

  Helping to promote racial understanding 

37.9 

34.0 

31.8 

28.6 

31.2

28.5

31.5 

35.3 

37.4 

  Becoming a community leader 

25.7 

28.4 

38.9 

34.2 

28.9

27.6

31.5 

29.9 

33.2 

  Influencing the political structure 

19.9 

18.3 

23.9 

24.8 

18.4

24.0

22.2 

22.0 

19.7 

  Participating in a community action program

26.6 

21.7 

23.4 

21.8 

22.4

19.8

23.1 

22.9 

29.2 

  Helping to clean up the environment

25.4 

19.7 

17.7 

20.0 

15.3

15.8

20.1 

19.1 

26.6 

Intellectual and career objectives

  Becoming an authority in my field 

59.2 

61.8 

60.3 

57.3 

57.2

58.6

53.9 

57.3 

54.0 

  Obtaining recognition from my colleagues for

  contributions to my special field

54.0 

52.9 

53.2 

52.3 

50.0

54.2

52.1 

51.8 

53.3 

  Becoming successful in a business of my own

42.0 

44.5 

43.3 

44.0 

44.5

44.5

49.4 

47.4 

48.6 

  Having admin. responsibility for work of others

36.7 

41.2 

45.3 

43.0 

43.9

43.0

45.0 

45.6 

44.2 

  Creating artistic work (e.g., painting, sculpture) 

16.3 

16.3 

15.8 

18.2 

17.9

19.0

17.7 

15.8 

18.0 

  Becoming accomplished in a performing art

13.9 

12.9 

14.3 

17.3 

14.8

18.4

16.0 

14.0 

17.0 

  Writing original works (e.g., poems, novels)

16.3 

13.3 

16.3 

16.5 

12.0

16.7

13.6 

12.3 

14.1 

  Making a theoretical contribution to science

17.7 

16.7 

14.0 

18.1 

12.6

15.4

12.5 

15.1 

17.9 

(no. of students on which percentages are based)

(417)

(497)

(406)

(625)

(602)

(526)

(536)

(1,139)

(1,190)








	� Whether respondents were classified as first time, full-time freshmen was determined from their survey responses. Thus, this classification may not always correspond to CSU definitions of their status. CSUSM respondents who said they were planning to attend school part-time or who indicated they were transfer students (n=41) and have been eliminated from the response sample considered here. Actual enrollment figures for Fall 2007 indicate that 1,075 new students enrolled as full-time first time freshmen (see Appendix A). 


        � Colleges similar to CSUSM are defined as those whose average SAT Composite Score (Verbal + Math) of entering class is less than 985 (as reported by the respondent). 


	� Such colleges are defined as institutions that offer an array of bachelor's degree programs and may offer post- baccalaureate programs, but few, if any, doctoral programs.


� The percentage of respondents who rate themselves above average in Math had declined over the years from 59% in 2003 to just 30% in 2007.


� The percentage of San Marcos respondents who strongly agree that same-sex couples should have the right to legal marital status has increased from 25% in 2003 to 35% in 2007. Similarly, half of respondents strongly disagree with having laws prohibiting homosexual relationships (up from 43% in 2003).








