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Reasons for Selecting and Continuing at Cal State San Marcos:

Findings from the 2001 & 2004 Student Opinion Surveys

The Spring 2004 Survey of Student Opinion, administered by the Office of Analytic Studies, was the third in its annual series of in-class student surveys asking for student feedback about a broad range of university services and curriculum. The data discussed in this report were collected from students in selected classes meeting during the Fall 2001 and Spring 2004 terms. Respondents also supplied demographic and academic information about themselves and analysis suggests that, with the exception of graduate and part-time students, the final survey samples were representative of the larger group from which they were drawn (i.e., all students enrolled in Fall 2001 and Spring 2004). 


The Fall 2001 and the Spring 2004 surveys included two questions designed to identify factors respondents considered when deciding to attend Cal State San Marcos: 

· Many factors influence an individual’s choice of a particular college or university. Why did you choose to attend CSUSM? 

· After spending your first semester on campus, why did you choose to return?

Respondents could select one or more factors they considered in their decisions from a list of 14 choices. They could also write in additional reasons by selecting “Other” as one of their choices. This report summarizes their responses to each question and also describes how selected responses varied by respondents’ entry status (first time freshmen vs. transfer students). 

Summary of Findings

Reasons for choosing CSUSM

● The proximity of the campus to the respondent’s home was cited by over half of respondents in each survey group as a reason for choosing CSUSM (see Table 1). Well over one-third of respondent from each group indicated that the modest tuition and fees as well as their ability to work while attending school influenced their decision. The percentage of respondents who indicated they chose CSUSM because of its small size was also quite high although it was lower in 2004 than in 2001 (48% vs. 58%). 


● Among both groups of survey respondents, those who enrolled as first time freshmen were more likely than transfer students to select CSUSM because it was close to their homes (see first item in Table 2 and Table 3). In Spring 2004, three additional factors were also more likely to be considered by first time freshmen than by transfer respondents: the modest tuition and fees, the availability of financial aid and the availability of support programs (see Table 3).


● Not surprisingly, students responding to the Spring 2004 survey who live in north San Diego county were more likely than others to indicate they chose CSUSM because it was close to home (see Table 4). Respondents living outside of north San Diego county were more likely than north county residents to cite two reasons for selecting CSUSM: the small size of the campus and the positive impression created by campus materials.

Reasons for staying at CSUSM

● Just as many respondents selected CSUSM initially because it was close to home, many indicated that they stayed after their first semester for the same reason (59% in 2001 & 49% in 2004) (see Table 5). At least two-fifths of the respondents also cited the quality of the instruction as a factor in their decision to return to CSUSM.


● In Fall 2001, “The small size of the classes/campus” was the reason most frequently selected for continuing at CSUSM; in Spring 2004, it had fallen to third place and was selected by just 38% of respondents (see Table 5).


● As shown in Table 6, among respondents who participated in the Fall 2001 survey, those who entered CSUSM as first time freshmen were much more likely than transfer students to indicate they continued at CSUSM because of the modest cost, the ability to work while attending school and the General Education program. They were also somewhat more likely than others to continue because the campus is close to home and their involvement in campus activities.

● Much like respondents completing the 2001 survey, Spring 2004 respondents who started Cal State San Marcos as first time freshmen were more likely than transfer students to return because of the modest cost, the General Education program and their involvement in campus activities. 


Overall, the campus’ proximity to respondents’ homes emerged as the primary factor in their decision to come to and to stay at CSUSM. Perhaps reflecting the rapid growth of the campus, the reason selected for attending CSUSM which showed the greatest change between the 2001 and 2004 surveys was “The small size of the classes/campus” with fewer respondents selecting this option in 2004 than in 2001.
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� .A more detailed discussion of the Data collection procedures and sample representativeness is available upon request from Analytic Studies.





� Differences by enrollment status (i.e., day vs. evening students) and the number of units attempted during the term were also examined, but are not shown because the two groups of responses did not differ significantly.








