
The California Pre-Doctoral Program 
is designed to increase diversity 
within the pool of university faculty 
by supporting the doctoral aspirations 
of students in the California State 
University System (CSU). The program 
awards funds to a limited amount of 
juniors, seniors and graduate in the  
CSU system.

YOUR
PRE-DOCTORAL 
JOURNEY BEGINS 
AT THE CSU

PRE-DOC ELIGIBILITY

CDIP ELIGIBILITY
LET CDIP
SUPPORT YOUR 
DOCTORAL 
JOURNEY

The California State University (CSU) 
Chancellor’s Doctoral Incentive 
Program (CDIP) offers financial loans to 
promising doctoral students who intend to 
apply for future CSU instructional faculty 
positions. Participants also benefit from 
mentorship by a CSU faculty member. 

Students who meet the following criteria are eligible to apply to the California Pre-
Doctoral Program/Sally Casanova Scholarship:

• Must be either a U.S. citizen or a permanent resident at the time of application.

• Currently enrolled as an undergraduate or graduate student at a CSU. 

• Must be enrolled in at least one unit or credit during the scholarship year.

• Must have a faculty mentor/sponsor from the applicant’s home campus who is 
available for the duration of the scholarship year.

Students who meet one of the following criteria are eligible to apply to the CDIP: 

• New or continuing full-time doctoral students currently enrolled in accredited 
programs in the U.S.

• Undergraduate and master’s level graduate students in the application process to 
accredited doctoral programs in the U.S.

• Lecturers who are enrolled full-time in a doctoral program.  

• Special considerations for students in professional and online doctoral degree 
programs: Applicants in a professional and/or online doctoral degree program may 
apply to CDIP only if they plan to pursue a tenure-track instructional faculty position 
AND their doctoral program’s mission explicitly includes preparation and training of 
future university faculty members.

www.calstate.edu/hr/cdip www.calstate.edu/predoc



CALIFORNIA PRE-DOCTORAL PROGRAM 
ROADMAP FOR CSU STUDENTS

CHANCELLOR’S DOCTORAL INCENTIVE PROGRAM
ROADMAP FOR CSU AND NON-CSU STUDENTS
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APPLY 
to the Chancellor’s 
Doctoral Incentive 
Program with your 

CSU Faculty Mentor

APPLY 
to doctoral 

programs in the 
United States

FIND 
a CSU faculty 
member who  

will support you  
as a mentor 

DEVELOP 
teaching, research, 

and other 
professional skills 

during doctoral 
program with 

support from CSU 
Faculty Mentor

CDIP Mini-Grant  
is available 
to support   

collaborative  
activities with CSU  

Faculty Mentor

ELIGIBLE  
to have your CDIP 

loan forgiven when 
you become a 

tenure-track faculty 
member at a CSU

OBTAIN  
your doctoral 

degree and apply 
for tenure-track 
faculty positions

VISIT  
and apply to 

doctoral granting 
institutions

ATTEND AND 
PRESENT 

research at local, 
state, and national 

symposia with 
faculty mentor 

CURRENTLY 
ENROLLED 

at a CSU

APPLY 
FOR AND 
RECEIVE  

the Sally Casanova  
Pre-Doctoral 

Program 
Scholarship

APPLY 
for funding for 
your doctoral 

studies through 
the Chancellor’s 

Doctoral 
Incentive 
Program 

PARTICIPATE 

in the summer 
research 

experience


