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Dear Academic Affairs Colleagues: 

As another academic year comes to an end, we want to thank each and every one in academic affairs for
your hard work on behalf of CSUSM. 

 
We are at that point of the academic calendar—May—a month that can be the most stressful and at the
same time the most joyous. It is a busy time with exams, papers, thesis and many celebrations and
recognition events leading to Commencement. In the coming weeks, summer courses, conferences, and
scholarly activities kick into high gear.

You have done extraordinary work on behalf our students, your colleagues, and communities this
academic year. You got us to this point! We hope you can take time to celebrate everything that our
students and that you have accomplished these past two years amidst the pandemic. CSUSM is grateful
to you.

This has been a remarkable year and we recognize that many in our community experienced and may
continue to experience a prolonged trauma as a result of COVID-19. As cases in our county have
decreased and vaccinations have increased, we once again have had opportunities to see each other in
person. Yet some in our community feel the loss of loved ones and others are still caring for family and
friends. It is important for all of us to acknowledge this even as we move forward in our shared future.

We also want to thank you for your feedback and candor this past year. We are committed to continued
partnerships and excited about what we will do together next year to advance success for our students
and the larger CSUSM community. As we move into summer, we hope you will make time for respite and
rejuvenation. Have a great summer!

Best wishes,
 Carl and Mary O-S
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Global Programs and Services hosted a very successful International Festival with well over 300 persons in
attendance on the Kellogg Library patio after a number of years of suspension due to COVID. Our international
students shared their cultures with food, dancing and music along with colleagues/supporters from other
departments on campus on hand to answer questions. Each year, the Office of Global Programs and Services
shares these rich experiences with the broader CSUSM community. If you would like to learn more or are
interested in participating, please contact Danielle McMartin, Director of Global Education at
dmcmarti@csusm.edu for next year’s event.

New Electronic Resources: The Library would like to thank you for your feedback this semester on a
variety of resources targeted at supporting the Ethnic Studies curriculum and further diversifying our
campus’ electronic collections. There are a few highly-ranked resources that we have not purchased yet
because of a CSU-wide commitment to purchase them for all CSU campuses. If we do not see this come to
fruition by the fall semester, we are poised to subscribe to them as well. We wanted to let you know before
summer about these new resources, but not everything is connected at this time. Please check back at the
link for progress on these new resources.

mailto:dmcmarti@csusm.edu
https://biblio.csusm.edu/research_portal/databases/guides/new-databases-2022


Dean's List Breakfast  CoBA recognized the past semester's Dean's List
students and the Class of 2022 Outstanding Graduates at the Spring
Dean's List Recognition Breakfast! Join CoBA in congratulating the
outstanding seniors from each department on LinkedIn!
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The Office of Graduate Studies and Research – Grants and Contracts Development is thrilled to welcome
Rachel Stiehl to the Grants and Contracts Development Team as the part-time Grant Writer. Rachel comes to
us with extensive research administration experience having worked as Sr. Sponsored Projects Analyst with
the Office of Sponsored Projects at CSUSM Corporation, grant-writing volunteer at Vista Academy
Foundation, and held multiple roles at SDSU Research Foundation before coming to CSUSM in 2018. Rachel
has a bachelor’s in Environmental Science. We look forward to her start with OGSR in mid-April.

May 2022

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Office of Undergraduate Studies (OUGS) would like to commend our student assistants and peer
educators for all of the ways they enriched the learning experience this year for CSUSM students. Thank
you! And to our many graduating seniors, congratulations!

Call for Applications:
 INTERNSHIP FACULTY DIRECTOR- CSUSM OFFICE OF INTERNSHIPS/CAREER CENTER &

 UNIVERSITY 495 COURSE INSTRUCTOR
 Applications Due by May 20th 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6920451165713297408
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6920451165713297408
https://www.csusm.edu/careers/internships/forfaculty/index.html
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STEM Success Center
Cole Penick
Stefani Aranibar-Rosales
Paulina Coronado
Jennifer Cox
Mikhail Elerdashvili
Edgar Garcia
Kyle Edward Java
Keith Kofoed
Brandon Martinez
Sierna Murphree
Benjamin Ombeni
Carryn O’Neil
Leo Rocha
Tatianna Sanchez
Whitney Strohauer
MaThereza Tudtud
Devanshi Upadhyaya
Sidney Vargas
Jack Wei

Academic Success Center
Caitlin Bevel
Natasha Bhatnagar
Cassandra Bleher
Adrian Contreras
Sarah Eltiste
June Evan
Lauren Gross
John Hutchins
Robert Lyons
Mirium Martinez
Naomi Maxwell
Alessa Ramos
Altaf Safi
Devanshi Upadhyaya
Sara Valencia
Joseph Stowers

Writing Center
Skylar Rivas
Tommi Mayers
Katherine Druyvestein

Learning & Tutoring Services Spring 2022 Graduates!
 

Service Learning & Civic Engagement Graduate!
Brianna Iniguez

Learning & Tutoring Services (home to the STEM Success Center, Academic Success Center, and Writing
Center) will provide academic support to students during summer 2022. Summer hours will be posted on the
LTS website soon.

EVENTS
 
CSUSM Grant Writing Bootcamp Summer 2022:  Grants and Contracts Development is accepting applications
for the Grant Writing Bootcamp Summer Edition (July 25-August 12). Applications are due May 20, 11:59 p.m.
PST.

CoBA Senior Experience Program Celebration  CoBA announces 10,000 students have now completed the
Senior Experience Program! Ten thousand students have solved unique business challenges in the real world
with their classroom knowledge. Don't miss the showcase of our 65 senior student team projects on May
19th at 7:00 PM. There will be giveaways, treats, and of course business innovation. All of campus is invited
- RSVP HERE!!  (YouTube video) 
 
June 13-16, 9:30 am – 2:30 pm, Faculty Center—Service Learning Summer Institute

Service Learning is a high-impact teaching practice that helps close equity gaps and correlates with
higher GPA, retention, and graduation rates. Our summer institute will walk you step-by-step through
the process of adding community service to one of your courses! Open to all faculty.
Compensation is $600 in professional development funds and an additional $500 if you teach your new
Service Learning course in the following academic year.
Applications due May 10 (Still  accepting last-minute applications!)

 

https://www.csusm.edu/ougs/lts/index.html
https://www.csusm.edu/gsr/documents/gcd_new_version/grant_writing_development_support.html
https://www.csusm.edu/coba/signature-programs/senior-experience/index.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjc9w0_4xL-51BWA01ZH1_CzSt2lQ8KACJS7XxMaGkK1QBmA/viewform
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QSGjnGqg0UI
https://www.csusm.edu/slce/servicelearning/faculty/servicelearningfacultyinstitute.html
https://www.csusm.edu/slce/servicelearning/faculty/servicelearningfacultyinstitute.html
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ACCOLADES
Congratulations to Rochelle Smarr, Director of Service Learning and
Community Engagement, who has received the 2022 Richard E. Cone
Award for Emerging Leaders. This prestigious award, presented by LEAD
California, recognizes an exemplary leader in the field of community
engagement, whose work has had a positive impact on campus and in the
community, and who is guided by the best practices of community-
campus partnerships. Ms. Smarr’s dedication to advancing the causes of
service learning and civic engagement at CSUSM deserves to be
celebrated!

We also celebrate the winners at our 2022  Service Learning Showcase :

·  Trailblazing Student Leader of a Service Learning Course Project—John Edwards, III
· Outstanding Service Learning Faculty—Dr. Sherry Freeborn
· Stellar Service Learning Community Partner—Michelle Bailow and Tutor Connection

Recent Grant awards: 

Dr. Christina Holub  |  CEHHS/Public Health | National Institutes of Health | Support for Research Excellence
(SuRE) | Designing Technology to Facilitate Participation in Health Behavior Interventions among Underserved
Populations: A CBPR Approach to Reduce Health Disparities and Address Changing Norms since the COVID-19
Pandemic.

Dr. Joely Proudfit  |  CICSC | Spencer Foundation | Asking the Right Questions: Designing Educational Research
to Advance Equity for Indigenous People in California.

Dr. Betsy Read | CSTEM/Biological Sciences | National Science Foundation | Research Experiences for
Undergraduates | Next Generation Sequencing (NGS) and Beyond: From Beetles to Beer (Supplement
Request).

Dr. Theresa Suarez  |  OEI | CSU Student Success Network | Equity in Action Grant Program | Native Hawaiian
and Pacific Islander (NHPI) Equity in Action Grant.

Drs. Amber Puha and Mike Picollelli  |  CSTEM/Mathematics | CA Learning Lab | Seeding Strategies to Close the
Calculus Equity Gap | Effective and Equitable Mathematics Pathways in the STEM Curriculum.
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On April 29th and 30th, 2022, San Francisco State University hosted the 36th Annual CSU Student
Research Competition .  This system-wide competition showcased research conducted by the top CSU
students from the 23 campuses that comprise the CSU system. Congratulations to our CSUSM students who
won first place and to all who competed! Winners from CSUSM are:

Behavioral, Social Sciences, and Public Administration
1st Place: Krystal Alvarez‐Hernandez, California State University, San Marcos
"Exposure to Childhood Abuse on Symptoms of Depression Across the Perinatal Period in Mexican/Mexican
American Women"
Mentor: Dr. Kimberly D'Anna-Hernandez

Biological and Agricultural Sciences
1st Place: Madison Stewart, California State University, San Marcos
"Defining the Relationship Between the Soil Microbiome and Crop Nutritional Content"
Mentor: Dr. Matt Escobar

Shannon Baker (LTWR), Dawn M. Formo (OUGS), Cynthia Headley (LTWR), and Lauren M. Mecucci Springer
(Mt. San Jacinto Community College) were presented with the 2022 Mark Reynolds TETYC Best Article Award
for their 2021 publication, Transforming the Feedback Paradigm: A Qualitative Study Examining a Student-
Centered, Question-Based Pedagogy in College Composition and Literature Courses. Their research findings,
published in Teaching English in the Two-Year College , suggest that a question-based pedagogy has the
potential to address a gap in the research on feedback and response while also transforming the labor of
feedback, benefiting student writers, and mitigating common feedback concerns for both students and
instructors.

Co-led by the Dean of Undergraduate Studies, Dawn Formo, and Christine Andersen, Director of Corporate
and Foundation Relations, CSUSM secured $100K from the Chancellor’s Office for Transfer Success
Pathways, a cross-institutional project that aims to strengthen the support provided to prospective and
matriculated transfer students at seven CSUs and their partner community colleges.

On April 22nd, the CSUSM Graduate Representative Council hosted the CSUSM 2022 Grad Slam for both
undergraduate and graduate students. Grad Slam gives students the opportunity to present on their research,
scholarship, or creative activity in a professional and competitive setting. Student participants have 1
presentation slide and 3 minutes to present their work before juries of professional experts. This year's grad
slam winners were:

Alexis Castaneda (Undergraduate):  Voltage-gated ion channels in Caterpillar non-excitable tissue
Ciara Sanders (Graduate):  Investigating the effect of tetracycline treatment on the horizontal gene transfer
of integrative conjugative elements in coastal bacteria
Minjung Kang (Graduate):  The Saturation Spectrum of Odd Cycles
Daniel Castro (People’s Choice):  American-Anime: How Japanese anime influenced American cartoons

https://csu-csusm.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/openurl?institution=01CALS_USM&vid=01CALS_USM:01CALS_USM&rft_val_fmt=info:ofi%2Ffmt:kev:mtx:journal&date=2021-05-01&issue=4&rft_id=info:eric%2F&rft_id=info:doi%2F&isbn=&spage=387&title=Teaching%20English%20in%20the%20Two%20Year%20College&atitle=Transforming%20the%20Feedback%20Paradigm:%20A%20Qualitative%20Study%20Examining%20a%20Student-%20Centered,%20Question-Based%20Pedagogy%20in%20College%20Composition%20and%20Literature%20Courses&sid=ProQ:ProQ:llba&volume=48&issn=00986291&au=Baker,%20Shannon;Formo,%20Dawn%20M;Headley,%20Cynthia;Springer,%20Lauren%20M%20Mecucci&genre=article&btitle=&jtitle=Teaching%20English%20in%20the%20Two%20Year%20College&%3Furl_ver=Z39.88-2004
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