
From: Elizabeth Ridder <eridder@csusm.edu> 
Date: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 at 5:42 PM 
To: Deborah Kristan <dkristan@csusm.edu> 
Cc: jjameson <jjameson@csusm.edu>, Matthew Escobar <mescobar@csusm.edu> 
Subject: RE: Course proposal forms - impact to other disciplines review requested 
 

Hi Debbie, 
  
Thank you for your email and for summarizing the department’s comments and concerns. I appreciate everyone’s time 
reviewing the course materials. 
  
Best wishes, 
Liz 
  
From: Deborah Kristan  
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 3:31 PM 
To: Elizabeth Ridder <eridder@csusm.edu> 
Cc: Julie Jameson <jjameson@csusm.edu>; Matthew Escobar <mescobar@csusm.edu> 
Subject: RE: Course proposal forms - impact to other disciplines review requested 
  
Hi Liz, 
 
I am pleased to let you know that Biology will support your course.   
  
We do have a few comments for your consideration: 

 We request that Geography be included as a discipline covered/discussed in the course in (1) the justification for 
GE (BB) credit and (2) the syllabus (currently other disciplines are listed, but not GEOG). It needs to be made 
clear how/why this is a Geography class. 

 There was some concern that the course may not always be taught by a scientist (BB courses should be taught 
by science-trained faculty). All agreed that Liz Ridder is a scientist, but there was concern about other faculty 
teaching this course in the future.  How can this be assured? 

 There was some concern that the level of the course as proposed might be too high for non-majors and content 
may need adjustment after it is taught the first time and Liz can assess student feedback. 
  

Please let me know if you need clarification; Matt ran our faculty meeting that day as I was absent, so he would also be a 
good person to ask if you need clarification. 
  
Thanks and good luck with the rest of the curriculum process with your course. 
  
Cordially, 
Debbie 
  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Deborah Kristan, PhD 
Professor and Chair 
Department of Biological Sciences 
333 S. Twin Oaks Valley Rd. 
California State University San Marcos 
San Marcos, CA 92096 
Ph: 760 750 4638 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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From: Elizabeth Ridder  
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2017 8:32 AM 
To: Deborah Kristan <dkristan@csusm.edu> 
Subject: Course proposal forms - impact to other disciplines review requested 
  
Hi Deborah, 
  
I am proposing a new course for Fall 2017, Climate Change and Life in the Anthropocene. I’m very excited about this 
class and think it helps to fill a gap in students’ understanding of climate science and predictive modeling, and provides 
background knowledge for them to critically evaluate recent climate-related news and political discussions.  GEC has 
reviewed the proposal and they generally agree that the course meets GE BB requirements; however, they would like to 
see signatures from Biology, Chemistry, and Physics indicating they have also reviewed the proposal as course topics 
delve into each of these areas. I’ve included the C and GE (BB – physical science) forms, along with my syllabus and a 
proposed exercise. 
  
An email indicating your decision is sufficient, to both Julie Jameson, GEC Chair (cc’d) and me. Please let me know if you 
have any questions and thank you for your consideration. 
  
  
Elizabeth Ridder 
Assistant Professor of Geography 
Department of Liberal Studies 
California State University, San Marcos 
  
http://www.csusm.edu/liberalstudies/geography.html 
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