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Hi Julie. 
 
Here is an answer to the question we discussed today. 
 
The goal of the course is for students to engage the literature and research around student success and in 
ways apply that to their own college experience (or potentially to work in education). In my view the 
population that would benefit most from this course would be transfer students. They already have some 
academic success under their belt but also have some trouble transitioning to 4-year institutions and 
excelling there. Steps would be taken match this course with transfer students. The course would be taught 
in the Fall semester and the class could be left off of the initial course listing in April. During transfer 
orientation, advisors would make students aware of this course. This method was used in previous special 
topics versions of the class and was successful and the class was full before the fall semester began (before 
the final orientation both years). 
 
This does leave open the slight possibility that a non-first year transfer student will enroll in the class. While 
the course seems ideal for transfer students transitioning to the university, it still has merit for other students 
taking the course. Since the course requires students to engage, analyze and apply the social science 
literature of academic success (in their reading journals, in annotated bibliography, term paper etc) they still 
will gain knowledge on the topic and social science regardless of if the application of that knowledge to their 
own experience has less utility (in the rare case a senior took the course). 
 
In other words while transfer students seem the ideal audience to maximize the benefits of the course, I feel 
it has enough rigor and utility as a social science investigation of student success to be beneficial to any 
student. 
 
All the best, 
 
Matt 
 
Matthew C. Atherton, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor: Department of Sociology 
Associate Director for Teaching and Learning: Faculty Center 
California State University San Marcos 
Office: SBSB2242  Ph: (760) 750-8571 
 
-Professor Atherton 
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