
From: Shahed Sharif
To: Gayle Feallock
Subject: Fwd: Re: Resilience, Sustainability, and the Environment Minor
Date: Sunday, March 10, 2019 6:04:47 PM
Attachments: resilience_sustain_environ_minor-p-form.pdf

Hi Gayle,

Could you upload this to the tracking site? It's CHABSS line 62. Thanks!

Best,

Shahed

Shahed Sharif | Associate Professor | Dept. of Mathematics     
CSU San Marcos | (760) 750 8260 | public.csusm.edu/ssharif     

On Fri, Mar 08 2019, Greig Guthey wrote:

   > Dear Shahed
   >
   > Thanks for getting back to me regarding the sustainability minor.  
   >
   > Regarding question #1, I changed all titles to "Sustainability Minor."  That is the correct name.  A revised pdf is
attached for you.
   >
   > Regarding question #2, We will keep the minor as currently configured.   There is no reason for majors to take
the minor because the courses they take in the major are the exact same courses that students take in the minor
provided that the new p2 form is ultimately passed by UCC.  The minor is an abbreviated set of courses selected
from the major's core courses plus its elective courses. 
   >
   > The reason we narrowed the title of the minor to Sustainability is as follows: 1) there is a sort of movement afoot
across the CSU to have such minors titled Sustainability 2) We initially wanted a different title as you rightly
perceived in the proposal both to differentiate the minor from others and to emphasize resilience, but as time passed
the steering committee decided that it would be a more marketable and recognized name if it were shortened to just
sustainability.  3) Sustainability is the recognized if general name.   4) From a program perspective, it might
generate more interest in the minor because interest might be more easily generated with the title Sustainability
Minor, rather than environmental studies minor, or the clunkier version, resilience, sustainability, and environment. 
   >
   > So for a bunch of reasons, we went with sustainability minor, and because it is a shortened version of the
environmental studies major, envs majors can't take it. But there are a whole host of other minors that they can
choose.
   >
   > I hope that answers the committee members questions. Please let me know if you have further questions.
   >
   > Thank you
   >
   > Sincerely
   >
   > Greig.
   >
   >
   > 
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Across the state, a number of CSU campuses offer similar majors and minors. The 
program surveyed enrollments in these programs. The results of that survey found that 
there are similar Bachelor's programs on 14 campuses, out of which seven offer minors. 
(See Appendix A) The minor program enrollment from these seven programs was used 


to develop a statistic to estimate the number of minors in the proposed CS USM minor. 
The statistic suggests that the program would have between 13 and 17 minors, with 13 
and 17 representing the lower and upper 95% confidence intervals (Appendix B: Table 
2). 


It is possible that the number of minors could be higher, given that the number of majors 


at CSUSM is higher than the estimates for the campus's number of majors based on a 
similar statistic developed for estimating ENVS majors at CSUSM. Appendix B: Table 
1 shows that CSUSM's ENVS Program is actually outperforming what is expected based 


on estimates of majors in these same programs. The projections based on the survey data 
found that CSUSM should have between 111 and 173 majors (again the upper and lower 


bounds of the 95% confidence interval). As of Spring 2018, however, People Soft data 
show the program has 190 majors which is 33.8% more than the expected average. If 
that number is accurate, a middle range estimate would be an average of 20 minors in the 


program. That seems a reasonable projection given the interest in the major. At the same 
time, SDSU has a similar major in sustainability. That program has 41 minors. If SDSU 


is somewhat similar to CSUSM but twice the size, then that suggests that a similar 
program at CSUSM would have half the minors, or about 20 minors. 


The projections suggest the minor will generate on average 2 FTES per semester at the 


lower division (about 3.3 extra students in each of six sections of ENVS 100) and 5 


FTES per semester over two years at the upper division; it will generate 4 FTES in 
ENVS 305 each fall (on average 1 FTES per semester over two years); the rest will be 
generated in other electives outside of environmental studies; these electives are largely 
UDGE courses offered on a regular basis. Assuming these projections hold steady, the 
program could easily offer the minor and generate a small amount of additional FTES 
with current staffing levels and without using additional resources. The program 
proposes to use already existing courses from our elective lists many of which are 
distributed to 14 departments across the university. By way of comparison, the entire 
program itself generated about 38.4 FTES in Fall 2017; it is expected to generate 66 
FTES in Fall 18. The increase in FTES from the minor is projected to be approximately 
5% over FTES in Spring and Fall 2018. 


7. List of the courses, by catalog number, title, and units of credit, as well as total


units to be required under the proposed aggregate of courses.


Proposed Sustainability Minor (18 units) 


Lower Division (required): 
4 


ENVS 100 Introduction to Environmental Studies 


U er Divi ion re uired : 
ENVS 305 
PHIL 340 


GEOG 310 


Office of Academic Programs 


Resilience and Society 
Ethics and the Environment 
Climate and Life in the Anthropocene 


3 units 


3 units 


3 units 
3 units 
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Program of Study: 


With a changing climate and mounting concerns about "sustainability" across a wide 
spectrum of disciplines, the minor in sustainability provides students the opportunity to 
explore sustainable development, climate change, business sustainability, socio
ecological resilience, and related issues from a variety of disciplinary perspectives.  
Students choose courses from the Environmental Studies Program's list of approved 
courses in the Arts and Humanities, Social Sciences, and Physical and Life Sciences. 


It is an excellent addition to any major including Anthropology, Business 
Administration, Biochemistry, Biological Sciences, Communications, Ethnic Studies, 
Global Studies, History, Liberal Studies, Political Science, Sociology, and Women's 
Studies. The minor cannot be completed by students enrolled in the Environmental 
Studies major. 


Requirements: 


Completion of eighteen (18) units of credit, fifteen (15) of which must be at the upper
division level. Each course counted toward the minor must be completed with a grade of 
C (2.0) or better. 


Courses 


Lower Division (3 Units) 


ENVS 100 -Introduction to Environmental Studies 


Upper Division (9 Units) 


ENVS 305 - Resilience and Society 
GEOG 310 - Climate and Life in the Anthropocene 
PHIL 340 - Ethics and the Environment 


Upper-Division Electives (6 Units) 


Units 


Units: 3 


Units: 3 
Units: 3 
Units: 3 


Based on their interests, students choose six (6) units selected from the Environmental 
Studies Program's course lists in Arts and Humanities, Social Science, and Natural 
Sciences. Students may appeal to have additional courses included in their minor which 
are not on the programs' lists and up to six units from their majors may double count. 
The program encourages students to work with a faculty member as they make their 
selections. 


Total (18 Units) 


Additional courses may be approved to satisfy these requirements as additional courses 
are developed. The most current list is available from the Program Director, an 
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Appendix C: Anticipated Revenues and Costs Worksheet 


Program Name: Sustainability Minor 


B. ANTICIPATED REVENUES 


Average Unit Load/sem 5 


First Year 


Second Year 


TOTAL 


FTES 


Revenue to AA 


Planning Assumptions 


Yr 1 Yr 2 Yr 3 Y 4  Yrs 


7 8 9 10 11 


0 6 7 8 9 


7 14 16 18 20 


2.33 4.67 5.33 6.00 6.67 


$9,333 $18,667 $21,333 $24,000 $26,667 


1. 10% attrition from Year 1 to Year 2 


2. By Yr 5 (or earlier), program at steady state 


3. Under normal budgetary conditions, Academic Affairs receives approx. $4,000 per FTES. Might require UBC request. 


4. Cell C3 is the expected average unit load the student takes in the minor per semester 


5. Cell C3 includes upper division units; the model assumes ENVS 100 is completed as a LDGE course at CSUSM or prior to transfer 


from Community College 







Program Name: Sustainability Minor 


A. ANTICIPATED PROGRAM COSTS


Yr 1 Yr2 Yr 3 Yr4 Yr 5 


Personnel Assuming the program adds only 20 students to the program, there are no additional costs for personnel. 


Lecturers 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 


Staff 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 


Coordinator Stipend 0 


Space Without additional personnel, there are likewise no additional costs for space. 


Construction 


Renovation 


Library Resources 


Acquisition These acquisition and subscription costs are already part of the library's budget given that the Environmental Studies B.A. program exists 


Subscription 


Equipment/Materials 


Durable Equipment and materials costs are no different from the existing costs for the Environmental Studies B.A. 


Expendable 


Program Cost $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 


Planning Assumptions: 


1. Average Lecturer Costs= $1,771 per wtu (salary)+ 41% benefits= $7516.00 per 3 unit course


2. Salary costs do not include pay increases. Use increase information if available


3. Staff Costs= salary +41% benefits


4. Library resource costs are not incurred by the college. They are included here to more accurately reflect the full cost of the program.
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   > On 3/7/19, 9:06 PM, "Shahed Sharif" <ssharif@csusm.edu> wrote:
   >
   >     Hi Greig,
   >    
   >     UCC has reviewed the minor, and had a couple questions.
   >    
   >     (1) Please make sure that the name of the minor is used consistently
   >     throughout the P-form. For example, in sections 1 and 12 of the P-form,
   >     the minor appears to have a different name.
   >    
   >     (2) UCC was confused that on the one hand, the minor is not called a
   >     minor in Environmental Studies; but on the other hand, Environmental
   >     Studies majors are barred from getting it. These two things seem
   >     contradictory. Please change one of these two things, or explain the
   >     discrepancy.
   >    
   >     Let me know if you have any questions.
   >    
   >     Best,
   >    
   >     Shahed
   >    
   >     Shahed Sharif | Associate Professor | Dept. of Mathematics    
   >     CSU San Marcos | (760) 750 8260 | public.csusm.edu/ssharif    
   >    
   >    


