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Meet American Indian Heritage Month Local
Hero Joely Proudfit
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Published November 1, 2016 at 3:00 AM PDT

5 This story was published more than 7 years ago.

Ron Stein

Portrait photo of American Indian Heritage Month
Local Hero Joely Proudfit

In response to the question, “Where are you from?” CSU San Marcos professor Joely
Proudfit says, “I'm Luisefio/Payomkowishum. | prefer to be addressed that way.”
Proudfit heads the university's American Indian Studies department and the California
Indian Culture and Sovereignty Center.

Proudfit grew up in a single-parent home, moving around a lot throughout Southern
California. She lived with her father for a short time after her mother was incarcerated,
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“With luck, and the kindness of others — especially teachers — | graduated high school.
I'm the first person in my family to graduate high school, much less get a doctorate [in
American politics and policy].”
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Proudfit's main goal after finishing high school was to find a place to live. She told a
recruiter from CSU Long Beach that's why she planned to join the military after school —
to have a bed. That's when she learned about dorms, and opportunities to get more
education and a career in the CSU system through its forgivable loan program.

Now, she's earned tenured professorships at three universities — the only person she
knows with that distinction in the CSU system. And Proudfit stays dedicated to ensuring
students have more opportunities than she did, especially American Indian students.

As a student at CSU Long Beach, Proudfit was able to get by from her work ethic, as
well as the kindness of others. She received bed sheets, and seats at holiday tables
when the dorms closed. Now she aims to ensure her students get the support they

need.

These commitments earned Proudfit the title of American Indian Heritage Month Local
Hero.

In addition to being an esteemed leader in the Native community, she’s insanely busy
with a growing list of projects, including California's American Indian and Indigenous
Film Festival, the largest festival of its kind in the state. It celebrates its fourth year in

November.
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Proudfit argues that media “is the fourth branch of government,” with an influence that
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spends much of her time working in media and encouraging her students to do the
same — to take control of how they're represented.

See past American Indian Heritage Month honorees here.

Meet fellow 2016 honoree Randy Edmonds.

Corrected: May 16, 2024 at 10:17 PM PDT

Questions or comments on this story can be directed to Nate John at njohn@kpbs.org.
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News watchdogs alarmed by proliferation of ‘pink slime’ sites in San Diego and elsewhere

Water contact closures, advisories listed for San Diego County beaches

KPBS
BBC World Service


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvBhOVyacwl_uFBOpTCGRU0czcCrxEE3X20OAVdwHgwVCvrhIzlFrNx0kldiA_D-4LcuwCaF5NPARa7VJM0oKRkl0aJKvKpaRuit1TQCnhs_W02qvcyuG29CIrWsrXdfZmPwtA8Ajz0c5X0vBotj0wAFgztxoBs_7yibdJPiWA9QddTuX4dQVJHRXv-Ptuh9HN2Hu1OH4eJZ7kuWZs6Uc7vFaao6w_ije8ZhYxCcWi47gq5CpHHMwAi7XBxB_QQerg4Aon8bQoC4H7NFaP8aIvTQomEq6hAZxMsB_6PZTGAeTislV0YnEZ-Sl0bC8sPCQfmQGMt82hGLNrFrkvK5ycQ7zjAuDBh3w&sai=AMfl-YQbtWHcxtB0ZP-4mn3A5bUY1TFvm82m2ygWk0JZYWzEA2xdkfPEXBbl39wWcGSTDeKQ9d6oLR9luzQRRBrFSOHr3AE56G2XDlXdO22kOhh65QNSyXG3xZCuL-UB6cOZJcLIol4&sig=Cg0ArKJSzAiTdEbA4m1C&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.kia.com/us/en/ev6
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvBhOVyacwl_uFBOpTCGRU0czcCrxEE3X20OAVdwHgwVCvrhIzlFrNx0kldiA_D-4LcuwCaF5NPARa7VJM0oKRkl0aJKvKpaRuit1TQCnhs_W02qvcyuG29CIrWsrXdfZmPwtA8Ajz0c5X0vBotj0wAFgztxoBs_7yibdJPiWA9QddTuX4dQVJHRXv-Ptuh9HN2Hu1OH4eJZ7kuWZs6Uc7vFaao6w_ije8ZhYxCcWi47gq5CpHHMwAi7XBxB_QQerg4Aon8bQoC4H7NFaP8aIvTQomEq6hAZxMsB_6PZTGAeTislV0YnEZ-Sl0bC8sPCQfmQGMt82hGLNrFrkvK5ycQ7zjAuDBh3w&sai=AMfl-YQbtWHcxtB0ZP-4mn3A5bUY1TFvm82m2ygWk0JZYWzEA2xdkfPEXBbl39wWcGSTDeKQ9d6oLR9luzQRRBrFSOHr3AE56G2XDlXdO22kOhh65QNSyXG3xZCuL-UB6cOZJcLIol4&sig=Cg0ArKJSzAiTdEbA4m1C&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.kia.com/us/en/ev6
https://www.kpbs.org/news/arts-culture/2024/05/16/story-china
https://www.kpbs.org/
https://www.kpbs.org/
https://www.kpbs.org/news/racial-justice-social-equity/2024/05/15/news-watchdogs-alarmed-by-proliferation-of-pink-slime-sites-in-san-diego-and-elsewhere
https://www.kpbs.org/news/racial-justice-social-equity/2024/05/15/news-watchdogs-alarmed-by-proliferation-of-pink-slime-sites-in-san-diego-and-elsewhere
https://www.kpbs.org/news/racial-justice-social-equity/2024/05/15/news-watchdogs-alarmed-by-proliferation-of-pink-slime-sites-in-san-diego-and-elsewhere
https://www.kpbs.org/news/health/2024/05/13/water-contact-closures-advisories-listed-for-san-diego-county-beaches
https://www.kpbs.org/news/economy/2024/05/15/minimum-wage-violations-rise-in-major-california-cities-including-san-diego
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13

Translucent zooplankton 'sail' to San Diego shores

'Peace in Israel' week continues on UC San Diego campus along with protests
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Quality of Life
Normal Heights event to showcase alleys as potential public spaces
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Economy

Gavin Newsom's budget proposal ditches promise to fund 5 years of growth for
UC and Cal State
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Education

After updated financial picture, San Diego Unified recalls most layoff notices

4 hours ago

Military
Problems persist in military sexual assault and harassment policies, Pentagon
watchdog finds
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kpbs

d

A public service of
SDSU San Diego State
University

KPBS
BBC World Service



https://www.kpbs.org/
https://www.kpbs.org/
https://www.instagram.com/kpbs/
https://www.tiktok.com/@kpbssandiego
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP9Zo2a0-bS9oPd_8tl92rQ
https://www.facebook.com/KPBSSanDiego
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsukCVIvqIz6OJflkh2ed69IU5qitmF_zEoNDTQQfzjj2eoaCF8UYwTdFCszrwIKtEGQLHL-m_-8F8JcNu_5adgu-VH3j0yK4xV7b-oFDbnTkcKhcI6xCTMJfxautsxvwBsgdhe1brR3B1NTk1yjrBqz7CmhmoT-XYcfLvb-FlDf6Sl6Em9t_lQQ4fxuT-z5z7TQQJLD0CPh0gNG9NUHp2kzwSKJuD5SV7bP4WFaUs5qviUiESJAJDnJXtsNyNwAuDcIqbBNk-U0114lvwpgb6pHQ6bwRhJ1mIkZC5JcOvKfiSz8y6sCwfFXzxd949MXfNPHcz-kftY4mksGjlzR79i6cMW-5LcnuaE5UHS3wurFqg&sai=AMfl-YS0rh8KdAjnsrusg65bnX-43eGgVe3eEhg1HEU9VFeLggcFWdgKBnk4QVzjaeKyaPE6Wt8wOPQP7-t1htiMTHOLKiXiX7NTnNc2Z_61icY7eYaiRTHMHI-FyV-vLCp_dIpLsG0&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEtgcjOFTmWH&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.sdsu.edu/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsukCVIvqIz6OJflkh2ed69IU5qitmF_zEoNDTQQfzjj2eoaCF8UYwTdFCszrwIKtEGQLHL-m_-8F8JcNu_5adgu-VH3j0yK4xV7b-oFDbnTkcKhcI6xCTMJfxautsxvwBsgdhe1brR3B1NTk1yjrBqz7CmhmoT-XYcfLvb-FlDf6Sl6Em9t_lQQ4fxuT-z5z7TQQJLD0CPh0gNG9NUHp2kzwSKJuD5SV7bP4WFaUs5qviUiESJAJDnJXtsNyNwAuDcIqbBNk-U0114lvwpgb6pHQ6bwRhJ1mIkZC5JcOvKfiSz8y6sCwfFXzxd949MXfNPHcz-kftY4mksGjlzR79i6cMW-5LcnuaE5UHS3wurFqg&sai=AMfl-YS0rh8KdAjnsrusg65bnX-43eGgVe3eEhg1HEU9VFeLggcFWdgKBnk4QVzjaeKyaPE6Wt8wOPQP7-t1htiMTHOLKiXiX7NTnNc2Z_61icY7eYaiRTHMHI-FyV-vLCp_dIpLsG0&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEtgcjOFTmWH&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.sdsu.edu/
https://www.kpbs.org/about-us
https://www.kpbs.org/kpbs-audience-and-member-services
https://www.kpbs.org/corporate-sponsorship
https://www.kpbs.org/news/education
https://www.kpbs.org/news/education/2024/05/16/after-updated-financial-picture-san-diego-unified-recalls-most-layoff-notices
https://www.kpbs.org/news/military
https://www.kpbs.org/news/military/2024/05/16/problems-persist-in-military-sexual-assault-and-harassment-policies-pentagon-watchdog-finds
https://www.kpbs.org/news/military/2024/05/16/problems-persist-in-military-sexual-assault-and-harassment-policies-pentagon-watchdog-finds
https://www.kpbs.org/news/military/2024/05/16/problems-persist-in-military-sexual-assault-and-harassment-policies-pentagon-watchdog-finds
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13

About Us & Mission Audience and Member Services Corporate Support
Careers Closed Captioning Donate

FCC & Financial Contact Us Membership Information

Mobile Apps FAQs Other Ways to Give

Press Releases How do | listen? Tax ID
Privacy Policy Passport Help Vehicle Donation
Staff Help Center

Terms of Service

KPBS
BBC World Service


https://www.kpbs.org/about-us
https://www.kpbs.org/about/careers/
https://www.kpbs.org/fcc-financial-and-other-reports
https://www.kpbs.org/kpbs-on-the-go
https://www.kpbs.org/tags/press-releases
https://www.kpbs.org/privacy-policy
https://www.kpbs.org/staff/
https://www.kpbs.org/terms-of-service
https://www.kpbs.org/kpbs-audience-and-member-services
https://www.kpbs.org/closed-captioning
https://www.kpbs.org/contact-us
https://www.kpbs.org/faq
https://www.kpbs.org/radio/livestream#how-do-i-listen
https://www.kpbs.org/passport-tutorial-streaming-devices
https://www.kpbs.org/help-support
https://www.kpbs.org/corporate-sponsorship
https://www.pledgecart.org/pledgeCart3/?campaign=C24EAB93-2727-4548-A562-D29417E16440&source=&ref_medium=site-text-links&_ga=2.36619939.2060971585.1627846822-1201957814.1616689752&ref_campaign=membership-page#/home
https://www.kpbs.org/membership-information
https://www.kpbs.org/membership/other-ways-to-give
https://www.kpbs.org/help/tax-id
https://www.kpbs.org/give/car-donations
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9p/2021/05/13

