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                                                                                  ACADEMIC INTERNSHIPS
The Internship database is a listing of all community partners with whom the University has a community partner agreement with or has vetted to ensure the internship is paid as a W2 employee. In order for students to be covered by the University’s General and Professional Liability coverage, two criteria must be met:
1. Students must be enrolled in a designated internship course for which they receive academic credit. (Some departments use independent study, field experience, or a capstone course as their internship course. The important thing is that it is designated as an internship course with curriculum services. Without the designation, the internship database does not sync up with the class. If your course needs to be designated as an internship course, please ask your Administrative Coordinator to select “internship” for the course attribute during the schedule build, or contact Kayla Hardin khardin@csusm.edu in Academic Scheduling.

2. Students must work with an approved community partner to ensure they have University liability coverage, unless the internship is paid W2 employment  and the intern earns at least minimum wage in which case they are covered by workman’s comp. If you are interested in placing a student at an internship site that is not listed in our database, please fill out the “Request Community Partner” form; the Career Center will reach out to them with pertinent information. If the organization/business is willing to partner with California State University San Marcos and sign a partnership agreement, or meets the paid internship guidelines, they are added to the database. This process takes up to 5 weeks depending on the site's responsiveness. Deadlines for submission are August 1 for the Fall semester, and December 15 for the Spring semester. If the new site is unwilling to become a university community partner or is unresponsive to the request, the student must select an alternative internship site.
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