
 

 Thank you for your interest in the CSUSM Aspiring Scholars Program!  

To ensure you complete and submit your application properly and will be considered as a 
candidate for our program please use this guide and specifically follow these instructions 
exactly as they are described.  

*Please reach out to us if you have any issues with the application, email us directly at 
scholars@csusm.edu.  

*If you are a Regional Center and/or Department of Rehabilitation client, you can 
reach out to your case manager to discuss if they will cover the $70 application fee. 

1) Go to the following link: https://www2.calstate.edu/apply   

2) Click Create an Account and answer the required questions to make a profile. 

 



 



3) After clicking Create my Account, select Don’t Copy, Start a New Application to 
continue creating your extended profile. 

 

4) Fill in your Extended Profile. 

* It is very important you complete this section by selecting the following options: 

Question 1 

• First Bachelor's Degree (Seeking your first bachelor's degree and have not earned a prior 
bachelor's degree) 

• Have attended or am currently attending a community college, technical college, CSU, or 
other four-year institution. Community college attendance includes those transferring with 
or without an associate degree (AA/AS) that is not part of the Associate Degree f or Transfer 
program (AA-T/AS-T.) 

• 60+ semester credits 

Question 1a- Returning  

• Answer No 

Questions 2 & 3  

• Answer Yes or No depending on your current circumstances. 

Note: Completing this section accurately will ensure the correct program you are applying for 
will auto populate/appear in the CSUApply system. Failure to select the appropriate options 
will cause errors and result in a void application altogether. 



 

5) After clicking Save Changes, in the search bar, type in Aspiring Scholars and add the 
Aspiring Scholars Program to your application by clicking on the plus sign (+). 



 

6) After clicking Continue, the next page will display Review Your Program Selections to 
verify. Click the Continue To My Application button. 

 

7) Click Personal Information, answer all required questions as they pertain to you until 
7/7 sections are completed. 



 



 

8) Click Academic History. 



 

*It is very important you answer the required questions accordingly and by selecting 
the following options: 

High Schools Attended 

• Add a high school you have attended by typing the city of your school then selecting 
your school from the list provided. 

• For Dates Attended- Select the calendar icon to select the month and year you 
started and ended or plan to end high school. 



 
• Select if your school was semesterly, quarterly, year-round, etc. Then click Save 

This School. 
• Add another high school or home school if applicable.  
• For Graduation Status- Select “I will not be receiving a high school diploma or 

equivalent” if you graduated or will graduate with a certificate of completion; 
otherwise, select diploma or GED if applicable. Then click Save and Continue 

 

Colleges Attended 

• Click Add a College or University, if you have attended a college please type the 
institution name and answer the following required questions as they apply to you; 
otherwise, type “San Marcos” and select CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY - SAN 
MARCOS. 

• For dates of attendance, select your intended enrollment dates for the Aspiring 
Scholars Program. For example, if you are applying to begin the program in Fall, 
August 2026, your anticipated graduation date is Spring, June 2030.  



 

• After answering all required questions, click Save. You may add another college if 
applicable. 

College Coursework 

• Unless you have college transcripts to submit, select I Am Not Adding Any College 
Transcripts. 

Standardized Tests 

• Select I Am Not Adding Any Standardized Tests.  



Note: Look to ensure you answered all required questions and all 6/6 sections are 
completed. 

 

9) Click Supporting Information, answer all required questions as they pertain to you until 
1/1 sections are completed. 



 

10) Click Program Materials. 



 

11) Click “Aspiring Scholars Program- Fall" 

 



12) Click Questions, then answer all required questions as they pertain to you and your 
current circumstances. Click Save and Continue before moving on.  

 



13) Click Documents, then upload all required documents (IEP, Psychological Evaluation, 
transcripts) until 1/1 sections are completed. 

 

Note: Look to ensure all 4 quadrants of the application are green with checkmarks.  



 

14) Click Submit Application,  



 

15) Click Submit then Submit All and pay the application fee to complete the application 
process.  



 


