Top 5 Strategies for Academic Success at CSUSM
The Orientation Team is a group of student leaders who volunteer their time to support
their peers as they transition into our campus community. This is a team that engages
in campus, builds Cougar spirit, and models what it means to be a successful student
on campus. O-Team members are not without struggles along the way, but they
persevere and stay dedicated to their role as student leaders. Yes, students first! This
means focusing on academics to achieve their ultimate goal of attaining a degree from
CSUSM. Last fall, half of the team achieved dean’s list status with a GPA of 3.5 or
higher. After surveying this group about what tips they would give their peers to
achieve academic success, this is what they shared: Read more
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Director’s Note
We are back to in-person classes this spring, and the buzz of
students on campus is exhilarating! There are plenty of
opportunities for students to engage both in person and in virtual
spaces with campus services and resources. Check out the links
in this newsletter for updates on family webinars. There are great
resources for you to share with your students, too. Do not
hesitate to reach out with suggestions and questions.
Christiana Moen, director, New Student & Family Programs
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Giovanna Donadio, third
year
Major: Psychology
Activities: Orientation Team
Advice to students: Get involved! It
not only personalizes your college experience, but it allows you
to network and connect with important faculty and students.
Advice to families of students: Coming from a female student
who used to live on campus, our campus is very safe. We
have a police station right on campus, and officers are around
all the time, making sure students are taken care of.
Why I love CSUSM: Because it’s a school that truly takes
care of its students and offers an abundance of resources to
meet every student’s needs.

Did you know?
CSUSM as One provides helpful information and links
regarding COVID-19 updates and protocols.
Academic probation student support
Academic Resiliency Curriculum course offerings
Success coaching for first-year students
Student involvement
Learning and Tutoring Services

Learn more

IMPORTANT
UPCOMING DATES

March 21-26: Spring
break (no classes,
support services still
available)
March 31: Cesar
Chavez Day
(campus closed)

FAMILY RESOURCES

Our Parents/Families
website offers helpful
links and information
to keep you in the
loop with your
students.
The CSUSM Family
Handbook contains
information about the
many resources
CSUSM offers.
The Cougar Care
Network provides
information and
connection to
resources, advocacy
and support for
students
experiencing
challenges.
The 2021-22
academic calendar
highlights key dates
for the spring
semester.

We’d love to hear from you. Feel free to email us your comments, questions and suggestions at
families@csusm.edu or familia@csusm.edu.
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