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W h y  Ch o o Se  C a lifo r ni a  Stat e  
uni v er Si t y  S a n  M a r C o S ?
CSUSM pushes the boundaries of innovation in graduate studies, 
integrating the latest technologies and meaningful research  
in each field of study.

C o lleGe  o f  huM a ni t ieS ,  a rtS ,  
B eh av i o r a l  a nd  S o Ci a l  S Cien CeS 
The College of Humanities, Arts, Behavioral and Social Sciences offers five Master’s degrees that 
encourage critical thinking and provide breadth and depth of exploration in each area of study. 

Benefit from a low student-faculty ratio.
At CSUSM, you will receive close, individual guidance 
from highly trained, expert faculty, and be supported 
in an environment where your professor knows you 
and what you are passionate about.

Learn from expert faculty.
Our faculty members hold doctoral degrees and 
have extensive teaching experience from prestigious 
universities all over the country. They have a passion 
for their subjects and a powerful concern for their 
student’s success. They engage students in innovative 
learning experiences in the classroom, the lab and the 
community.

Benefit from a challenging curriculum.
Our unique curriculum was developed to be both chal-
lenging and relevant.  You’ll enjoy a mix of theory and 
innovative research. Our professors are inspired to de-
velop a new kind of leader and thinker who is prepared 
to solve critical issues and build strong communities. 

Take advantage of enhanced learning 
incorporating the latest technologies and 
modern facilities.
All of our classrooms are “smart classrooms,” which 
means they utilize the latest technology and are Wi-Fi 
connected. 

Learn about financial aid and  
scholarships.  
Resources are available at www.csusm.edu/finaid.

Enjoy a flexible schedule.
Many of our classes are offered in the late afternoon 
and evening to make them accessible for people who 
work during the day.

Explore our program of study. 
Currently, CSUSM offers 13 Master’s degrees and one 
Doctoral degree. Most programs allow you to custom-
ize your program of study to focus on your particular 
area of interest.

History (MA)
Our innovative Master’s program in History allows 
you to pursue your passion for history in areas such 
as Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, the Middle East, 
the United States and the ancient world, as well as 
comparative/world history, while exploring how new 
technologies are transforming the communication of 
information and the public’s understanding of the past.

Literature and Writing (MA)
This program provides a balanced study of both lit-
erature and writing that includes cultural and diversity 
studies, canon formation, theory and history, reading 
and analysis, and the creation, writing, and presenta-
tion of texts and related media in a variety of genre. 
The program also features opportunities to become a 
Teaching Associate or Assistant, and to participate in 
various internships.

Psychology (MA)
In our program you will study psychology as a scien-
tific enterprise, conducting research that culminates in 
an original empirical thesis in one of the core areas of 
psychological science. You will work closely with faculty 
with whom you share research interests, and you will be 

challenged to develop advanced skills in critical think-
ing, quantitative reasoning and articulate expression of 
ideas. You will also be given training and experience in 
the teaching of psychology at the college level.

Sociological Practice (MA)
Fulfill your desire to enhance your knowledge and 
understanding of human behavior and social problems 
through a challenging curriculum that includes the 
study of traditional sociological theory, research using 
quantitative and qualitative methodology, field experi-
ence, and social advocacy. You will have many opportu-
nities to participate in and conduct original research.

Spanish (MA)
From Hispanic Literature, to Hispanic languages and 
Linguistics, and Foreign Language Teaching, your 
academic experience will be characterized by classes 
which encourage critical thinking and an appreciation 
of multicultural perspectives. You’ll engage in first-
hand study of the many linguistic and cultural aspects 
of Spanish speakers in our unique “living language 
laboratory” that emanates  from our close proximity to 
the U.S.-Mexico border and the large Spanish-speaking 
population surrounding us.
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C o lleGe  o f  B uSineS S  a d MiniSt r at i o n 
The College of Business Administration focuses on coursework with real-world applications 
through community connections that allow us to deliver relevant programs.

Fully Employed MBA 
The Fully Employed Master of Business Administration 
(FEMBA) program is designed for working professionals 
with at least 3 years of work experience, allowing for a 
balance of work, school and personal life.  Our program 
will provide you with the knowledge and skills needed 
for success in today’s dynamic and globally competi-
tive marketplace.  The program can be completed in 
19 months, and our Wednesday evening and Saturday 
course schedule is the perfect fit for full-time employees.   

Specialized Accelerated MBA*
The College of Business Administration and Extended 
Learning have partnered to create a Specialized Ac-

celerated Master of Business Administration (SAMBA) 
program for individuals with 0-3 years of work experi-
ence.  The unique “stackable” program consists of three 
phases: the Foundation, the Core, and the Specialization, 
which offer three entry and exit points into and out 
of the program. Students have the potential to earn a 
Certificate of Business Foundations, a Certificate of Core 
Business Knowledge, and a Certificate of Business Intelli-
gence or International Business. Upon completion of the 
final project and culminating experience, students will 
receive a specialized MBA degree. The entire program 
can be completed  in 12-15 months.

*Offered  through Extended Learning
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C o lleGe  o f  S Cien Ce  a nd  M at heM at i CS 
The College of Science and Mathematics offers four Master’s degrees that provide in-depth 
study of theory and hands-on research experiences. 

Biological Sciences (MS)
In this research-based program, you will receive ad-
vanced training in the biological sciences. You will work 
closely with a faculty member to develop your own 
research project in a field that interests you. Choose 
from several fields such as marine and freshwater Ecol-
ogy, Physiology, Immunology, Genetics, Conservation 
Biology, Community Ecology, Microbiology, or Molecu-
lar Cell Biology.

Computer Science (MS)
Choose your area of study from databases, artificial in-
telligence, information retrieval, graphics or networking. 
While in this program, you will receive a solid founda-
tion in core computer science, and be encouraged to 
develop the critical thinking and quantitative reason-
ing skills needed for pursuing Computer Science as a 
scientific enterprise. From the moment you arrive, you’ll 
receive mentoring and support from faculty to facilitate 
and enhance your studies.

Mathematics (MS)
Gain a deeper exposure to mathematics under the 
individual guidance of expert mathematicians. You will 
develop the intellectual attitudes and the analytic skills 
needed for the comprehension, appreciation, creation, 
and application of mathematics. You will have the op-
portunity to explore research in analysis, graph theory, 
number theory, numerical analysis, computational 
mathematics, probability, and other fields.

Professional Science Master’s in 
Biotechnology (PSMBt)* 
CSUSM offers a Professional Science Master degree 
in Biotechnology (PSMBt). Comprising 38 units of a 
combination of Biotechnology and Business classes 
over five semesters, this program is the most useful and 
applicable biotechnology degree available in the San 
Diego area. Biotech industry leaders have overwhelm-
ingly indicated a need for business training in addition 
to laboratory experience with hands-on understanding 
of the increasingly complex technologies being devel-
oped in the biotech industry.

*Offered  through Extended Learning



ColleGe  of  ed u Cation ,  he a lth ,  
and  huM an  Ser v iCeS
The College of Education, Health and Human Services provides programs for teachers, 
educators or health and human service professionals who wish to enhance their skills for 
the classroom, human services, health settings and/or leadership roles.

eX t end ed  le a r nin G
As a self-supporting operation within CSUSM, Extended Learning operates within the 
same guidelines, and utilizes the same tenured and tenure-track professors as the 
colleges. All degrees obtained through Extended Learning  are conferred by CSUSM. 
Academic programs and degrees offered through Extended Learning are largely cohort-
based allowing students to take required courses sequentially and together, ensuring that 
everyone stays on track and meets their required goals. Cohort programs nurture a strong 
support system between students and a valuable professional network. The six Master’s 
degrees currently offered through Extended Learning include: 

Chancellor’s Doctoral Incentive Program & California Pre-Doctoral Program
The Chancellor’s Doctoral Incentive Programs provides forgivable loans to a limited number of doctoral students 
at accredited universities across the United States who show promise of becoming strong candidates for CSU 
faculty positions. The California Pre-Doctoral Program is designed to increase the pool of potential faculty by 
supporting the doctoral aspirations of California State University (CSU) students who have experienced eco-
nomic and educational disadvantages.

Nursing (MSN)*

For the ADN prepared nurse, an RN to MSN option is 
offered to complete both a Bachelor’s of Science in 
Nursing (BSN) and a MSN in an accelerated program. 
For the BSN graduate, the MSN option offers gradu-
ate study in three functional concentrations of study 
including coursework preparing the graduate in the 
role of Nursing Educator, Clinical Nurse Leader and 
Advanced Practice Nurse. The Advanced Practice Nurse 
roles include Family Nurse Practitioner, Family Psychiat-
ric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner, Adult/Gerontology, 
Clinical Nurse Specialist, Pediatric Clinical Nurse Special-
ist and Advanced Public Health Clinical Nurse Specialist. 
This program is designed to be part-time to accomo-
date the working nurse.

Educations Leadership (EdD)
CSUSM, in partnership with the University of California 
at San Diego, offers a 36 month Joint Doctoral Program 
in Educational Leadership in which you can develop 
advanced leadership and research skills.  We view your 
workplace as a powerful laboratory, so you’ll conduct 
research on professional practice within your own 
institution, addressing local problems that have national 
importance.

Education (MA)**

In our Master’s program, you may choose the General 
Option in Education to customize your program or pur-
sue advanced credential in Educational Administration, 
Literacy Education, Special Education, Communicative 
Sciences and Disorders, or International Baccalaureate 
Teacher Studies and Preparation. You may also earn 
certification in Computer Concepts & Applications, 
Multicultural Specialist, Science Education, and others 
as part of your MA degree. Our programs are designed 
to meet the needs of working educators.

Master of Social Work (MSW)*

The 60-unit Master of Social work program is designed 
to prepare students for direct practice in public, private 
and non profit agencies and is focused on developing 
culturally competent, ethical and effective professionals. 
The program may be completed in 2 years or 3 years. 
Students will choose one of these two concentrations: 
Children, Youth and Families (CYF) or Behavioral Health 
(BH). Students in either concentration may choose to 
focus in working with Health Care and Older Adults, or 
Military and Veterans’ Services. 

• Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) 

• Master of Social Work (MSW) 

• Master of Biotechnology, A Professional Science Master’s (PSMbt) 

• Specialized Accelerated MBA (MBA)

• Master of Arts in Education (MA), Focus on Literacy 

• Master of Arts in Education (MA), Communicative Sciences Disorders 
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* Offered through Extended Learning:    ** Offered through the College of Education, Health and Human Services as well as Extended Learning
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