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A Profile of First Time Full-Time Freshmen in Fall 2013:

Key Findings from the Freshman Survey


During the Summer 2013 orientation sessions for new students at California State University San Marcos, time was set aside for entering freshmen to complete the comprehensive Freshman Survey distributed annually by the Higher Education Research Institute at UCLA; 1,919 prospective students completed the survey.




This report provides an overview of the survey responses and also points out key differences between CSUSM and two comparison groups (13,787 students from similar 4-year colleges 
 and 33,635 students at other public four-year colleges
).
 In addition, the report looks at the following groups on our campus:
· First-generation college students
· Students who plan to live in our on-campus student housing
· Males vs. Females
Finally, because we administer the survey every year, we are able to look at changes over time. 
Overview
Choosing College

Much like respondents elsewhere, The Fall 2013 incoming class of first-year students at CSUSM were focused on preparing for the future and considered the following as their most important reasons for attending college:

· To be able to get a better job

· To be able to make more money
· To get training for a specific career

· To learn more about things of interest

CSUSM was first or second choice for 77% of students and two-thirds of respondents say they were admitted to more than one university-- primarily other CSU’s. They were, however, less likely to say they were accepted by their first choice than respondents at other campuses (58% vs. 70% & 77%).

More than 80% of our students come from areas within 50 miles of campus and are much more likely than respondents elsewhere to say they enrolled at their current campus because they “wanted to live near home” (37% vs. 26% of respondents at other 4-year public universities), a percentage that dropped a bit from last year but had been increasing since 2006.  The percentage of students who plan to live on campus also dropped from 45% last year to 39% in 2013 but is still higher than earlier years. 
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Paying for College
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The cost of a college education continues to be a factor in college choice and in students’ concerns. The economic status of our students has changed over time (Figure 1) with a greater proportion of our students coming from low-income households.  Three-quarters of CSUSM respondents say the current economic situation significantly affected their college choice and a majority chose CSUSM because of the cost and the financial assistance they received. More than three-quarters of our incoming freshmen have at least some concern about their ability to pay for college. Fewer students report receiving at least $3,000 in grants this year (Figure 2) and three-quarters say they are relying on family or their own resources to pay for their first year of college expenses—a higher percentage than respondents elsewhere. More than half plan to work while in college to help cover college expenses and 16% say they plan to work full time.  
High School Activities


Nearly one-third of CSUSM respondents report working at least five hours per week while in high school (a lower percentage than respondents elsewhere) and only 28% spent that much time studying. More than half say they came late to or skipped class or failed to complete homework on time. One-third reported they drank beer or skipped school “at least occasionally”. They were more likely than students elsewhere to say they frequently felt overwhelmed by all they had to do. Nevertheless, a majority of CSUSM respondents rate their drive to achieve, leadership ability, and academic ability as above average or in the highest 10% compared to their peers.  They also give high ratings to their tolerance and ability to work with others and consider their ability to work well with a variety of people to be among their strengths.
Goals

The survey asked respondents about the importance of various personal objectives and a majority of respondents identified five activities as “essential” or “very important”:
· Being very well off financially (89%)
· Raising a family (73%)

· Helping others who are in difficulty (74%)

· Becoming an authority in their field (59%)

Views


Finally, freshmen were asked how they would characterize their political views and 27% describe themselves as left of center versus 21% who lean conservative. This political mix has remained fairly consistent over the years but when asked about their level of agreement with various issues and value statements, CSUSM respondents’ agreement with the following statements has become more “liberal” between 2010 and 2013:

· Gays and lesbians should have the legal right to adopt a child (72% vs. 83%)
· Wealthy people should pay a larger share of taxes than they do now (63% vs. 69%)
· A national health care plan is needed to cover everybody's medical costs (57% vs. 66%)
First-Generation Students
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More than one-third (35%) of the CSUSM respondents are first-generation college students in the narrow sense (i.e., coming from families in which neither parent has more than a high school degree) and 53% come from families where neither parent has earned a college degree. These first-generation students are much more likely to be from an under-represented minority (74%), to speak English as a second language (46%), and to live with parents or relatives while attending CSUSM (57%). (Tables 9-15, Appendix A) They are much more likely to have considered the cost of attending and the financial aid offers as “very important” reasons for attending CSUSM. They are more likely to have major concerns about paying for college but are also much more likely to receive grants to help pay for their first year’s expenses. In addition, first-generation college students are more likely than students with a college-educated parent to plan to get a job to help pay their expenses.

First-generation students rate themselves lower in their writing and public speaking ability as well as their computer skills and are somewhat less likely to think they will maintain at least a “B” average in college. As shown in Figure 3, they are less likely than non-first-generation college students to have engaged in negative practices in high school; however, they were also less less likely to use the internet for research, an essential skill in college today. 
On-Campus Housing Residents


Freshman respondents, who are planning to live in campus housing, though similar to commuter students in most respects, have a few distinct characteristics. (Tables 16 –18; Appendix A) They are much less likely than commuting students to live within 50 miles of campus, to be Hispanic or to be first-generation students. They are more likely to have applied to more than four colleges, to say they are relying on family resources and loans to pay for college, and just 13% said they came to CSUSM because they were not able to afford their first choice. They are also more likely than students who are living with family to report that they drank alcohol and spent at least five hours per week partying while in high school.
Gender Differences

Just as enrollment numbers and retention/graduation rates differ for male and female students, so do their experiences, concerns and expectations as they begin their college careers. (Tables 19 – 23; Appendix A) Female respondents report slightly higher high school grades and they differ greatly in the types of activities they engaged in while in high school. Women were significantly more likely than men to have engaged in community-oriented service activities and to plan to do so in college. They were more likely revise their papers to improve their writing, to seek feedback about their academic work, to study and work on projects with other students, and to belong to student clubs – all considered important academic practices. Male respondents were more likely to exercise/play sports, play computer games, take a risk because they felt they had more to gain, fail to complete homework on time or fall asleep in class. In spite of this, when asked to compare their academic skills to those of their peers, female respondents rated themselves the same or lower than male respondents on every trait on the survey and are more likely than men to say they will need tutoring or remedial work in Mathematics or science. 

Finally, female respondents are more likely to be concerned about paying for college and more likely to plan on working while taking classes. Even so, women are more likely than men to say they plan to be involved in college activities and to say they expect to be satisfied with CSUSM (48% vs. 37%). 
Retention and Graduation

The Freshman Survey asks several questions aimed at retention/graduation issues. Only one in four CSUSM respondents considered our graduation rates as a “very important” reason to enroll here. More than half (55%) of respondents say they expect to make at least a “B” average in college (85% report having grades of B or better in high school) and 76% say they expect to graduate within four years, with only 11% saying they will need extra time to complete their degree.
 Just over 10% say they plan to take courses from more than one college simultaneously, 13% say they plan to transfer to another college before graduating, and less than half (44%) said they expect to be satisfied here. These findings suggest that many of our freshmen enter college with unrealistic expectations and a low commitment to CSUSM—highlighting the importance of getting students (particularly men) engaged and involved early in their college careers. 


In 2010, the Higher Education Research Institute developed an Expected Graduation Rate Calculator using responses to various items in the Freshman Survey. These predicted graduation rates can be compared with actual graduation rates and thus provide perspective on how we are moving students toward graduation i.e. are our rates higher (or lower) than expected given the characteristics of our students?  Looking at historical data, we see that our expected rates have gradually decreased from 2004 – 2008 (except for a bump up for the Fall 2007 cohort) but our actual graduation rates have increased—an indication that we are providing support to students whose responses to the survey identify them as “at-risk”.  
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Looking forward, the 2010 through 2013 incoming freshman cohorts expected graduation rates remain low, indicating that our incoming freshmen are facing the same challenges but, based on the increases in our one-year continuation rates for this same period, we can expect our actual graduation rates to continue to improve.
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APPENDIX A
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Students in Students in
San Marcos Similar Four-Year Public Four-Year
Responses Colleges Colleges
Respondent characteristics
Racial and ethnic identity:
White/Caucasian
Latino/a 49.1% 29.7% 22.2%
African American/Black 6.8% 28.0% 16.4%

Plans to live on campus 39.0% 62.4% 69.6%

Campus is within 50 mile of home 86.4% 66.5% 64.8%

English is second languate 23.8% 14.5% 11.2%

High school was half non-White 40.1% 29.6% 26.8%

Neighborhood was half non-White 26.3% 18.4% 15.8%

Plans to live on campus 39.0% 62.4% 69.6%

Campus is within 50 mile of home 86.4% 66.5% 64.8%

Reasons for choosing this college

This college was my first choice 38.6% 46.2% 55.5%

Accepted by your first choice college 57.5% 70.3% 77.0%

| wanted to live near home 37.4% 26.2% 24.0%

This college's graduates get good jobs 31.7% 42.8% 46.0%

This college has a good reputation for its social activities 31.9% 43.8% 41.4%

A visit to campus 28.5% 35.9% 38.5%

My parents wanted me to come here 271% 21.4% 18.5%

This college's graduates gain admission to top

graduate/professional schools 15.3% 24.1% 25.6%

Chances are very good that respondent will be satisfied with
current college 44.2% 49.1% 52.6%
Expect to graduate in 4 years or less 76.4% 82.0% 85.1%
Financing their college education
Help from family 75.4% 69.4% 69.2%
Personal resources 64.0% 58.3% 58.3%
Student rated self above average or in highest 10%
as compared with the average person of his/her age in:
Academic ability 51.0% 55.0% 61.0%
Self-confidence (intellectual) 50.4% 56.4% 56.5%
Recent and Antipated Activities

During last year of high school:

Worked (for pay) more than five hours per week: 31.5% 39.7% 44.7%
Skipped school or class 35.3% 27.3% 28.1%
Drank beer 36.3% 28.0% 33.8%

Activities which respondents did frequently
during the past year:
Asked questions in class 44.7% 52.9% 52.7%
Felt overwhelmed by all | had to do 38.3% 31.3% 31.8%
Chances are very good that student will:
Make at least a "B" average 54.6% 60.6% 62.4%
Be satisfied with this college 44.2% 49.1% 52.6%
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Students in Students in All
San Marcos  Similar Four-Year Public Four-Year
Response Categories Responses Colleges * Colleges
Number of Respondents 1,919 13,787 33,635
Age in December 2013?
17 or younger 1.9% 2.2% 2.1%
18 76.8% 72.4% 69.3%
19 20.7% 23.5% 26.4%
20 and over 0.6% 1.7% 2.1%
Gender
Men 34.4% 39.8% 42.7%
Women 65.6% 60.2% 57.3%
Racial and ethnic identity: *
African American/Black 6.8% 28.0% 16.4%
American Indian/Alaskan Native 3.1% 2.7% 3.4%
Asian American 13.0% 7.3% 6.7%
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 4.3% 2.2% 1.6%
Hispanic 49.1% 29.7% 22.2%
White/Caucasian 44.9% 41.6% 61.6%
Other 4.5% 4.0% 3.8%
Composition of the high school last attended:
Completely White 1.6% 3.5% 5.5%
Mostly White 28.8% 28.7% 41.0%
Roughly half non-White 40.1% 29.6% 26.8%
Mostly non-White 25.1% 28.0% 20.4%
Completely non-White 4.4% 10.3% 6.3%
Composition of the neighborhood respondent grew up in:
Completely White 5.2% 9.1% 14.0%
Mostly White 37.5% 30.7% 42.4%
Roughly half non-White 26.3% 18.4% 15.8%
Mostly non-White 22.4% 25.4% 18.1%
Completely non-White 8.6% 16.4% 9.7%
Citizenship status
U.S. citizen 95.2% 96.2% 96.5%
Permanent resident (green card) 3.1% 2.5% 2.4%
Neither 1.7% 1.4% 1.1%
English is native language
Yes 76.2% 85.5% 88.8%
No 23.8% 14.5% 11.2%
Student's current religious preference
Catholic 33.9% 24.3% 26.7%
Protestant 18.4% 38.3% 31.5%
Other Christian 16.8% 13.8% 13.4%
Jewish 0.6% 0.9% 1.4%
Buddhist 2.0% 1.2% 1.1%
Muslim 0.8% 0.7% 1.0%
Other Religion 3.8% 2.9% 2.9%
None 24.2% 18.2% 22.7%

A These percentages sum to more than 100% because respondents could mark more than one category.
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Neither  1.7% 1.4% 1.1%
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Students in Students in
San Marcos Similar Four-Year Public Four-Year
Response Categories Responses Colleges Colleges
Best estimate of your parents' total income last year
Less than $15,000 10.8% 16.1% 10.4%
$15,000 to $29,999 16.5% 18.1% 12.9%
$30,000 to $39,999 6.7% 8.6% 7.3%
$40,000 to $49,999 9.3% 8.7% 8.1%
$50,000 to $59,999 8.2% 8.4% 8.2%
$60,000 to $74,999 10.1% 9.0% 10.4%
$75,000 to $99,999 11.5% 10.7% 13.1%
$100,000 to $149,999 13.5% 10.7% 15.2%
$150,000 to $199,999 6.4% 4.8% 6.7%
$200,000 or more 71% 4.8% 7.7%
First generation college student 37.4% 35.1% 26.6%
Father's employment status
Employed 69.1% 74.4% 76.8%
Unemployed 28.4% 23.7% 21.1%
Retired 2.5% 1.9% 2.0%
Mother's employment status
Employed 85.4% 82.8% 85.7%
Unemployed 9.9% 13.1% 10.4%
Retired 4.7% 4.1% 3.9%
Parents are:
Both alive and living with each other 69.7% 56.5% 62.7%
Both alive, divorced or living apart 26.5% 38.8% 33.2%
One or both deceased 3.7% 4.7% 4.1%
How would you characterize your political views?
Far right 2.9% 3.6% 3.0%
Conservative 24.5% 24.9% 25.2%
Middle-of-the-road 51.9% 51.6% 50.0%
Liberal 19.1% 17.5% 19.7%
Far left 1.7% 2.4% 21%
How many miles is this college from your
permanent home?
5 or less 23.9% 19.7% 17.7%
6to 10 42.7% 30.4% 30.8%
11 to 50 19.8% 16.4% 16.3%
51t0 100 10.8% 23.9% 23.6%
101 to 500 2.7% 9.7% 11.5%
More than 500
Where do you plan to live during the fall term?
With parents or relatives 47.6% 31.4% 27.0%
Other private home, apartment, or room 9.5% 5.2% 2.9%
College dormitory/Other campus student housing 39.0% 62.4% 69.6%
Other 3.9% 0.9% 0.4%

15. U.S. Veteran (includes ROTC, active duty and non-active duty milit; 0.9% 2.0% 7.4%
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Students in Students in
San Marcos Similar Four-Year Public Four-Year
Response Categories Responses Colleges Colleges
In what year did you graduate from high school?
2013 99.2% 97.8% 97.1%
2012 0.7% 1.6% 2.0%
201 0.1% 0.3% 0.3%
2010 or earlier or passed GED 0.1% 0.4% 0.6%
What was your average grade in high school?
AorA+ 7.2% 9.8% 15.5%
A- 14.1% 16.0% 20.7%
B+ 24.7% 24.5% 24.8%
B 38.9% 29.8% 25.6%
B- 9.9% 11.8% 8.4%
C+ 4.5% 6.4% 3.8%
CorD 0.7% 1.8% 1.1%
Habits of the mind
During the past year, respondents Frequently:
Accepted mistakes as part of the learning process 58.8% 57.9% 56.3%
Sought solutions to problems and explain them to others 48.6% 48.4% 50.4%
Supported their opinions with a logical argument 45.6% 49.2% 54.2%
Sought alternative solutions to a problem 45.5% 46.0% 45.8%
Sought feedback on their academic work 45.1% 47.5% 46.3%
Asked questions in class 44.7% 52.9% 52.7%
Revised their papers to improve their writing 43.6% 44.9% 45.1%
Took a risk because they felt they had more to gain 38.2% 39.8% 39.4%
Evaluated the quality or reliability of information they rece ~ 35.5% 37.5% 38.7%
Explored topics on their own, even though it was not
required for a class 29.0% 31.6% 33.3%
Looked up scientific research articles and resources 24.2% 24.3% 24.8%
Highest degree planned anywhere
Bachelor's (B.A., B.S.) 27.6% 26.0% 25.3%
Master's (M.A., M.S.) 44.9% 42.5% 44.7%
LL.B. or J.D. (Law) 2.2% 2.7% 2.7%
M.D., D.O.,D.D.S.,, D.V.M. 5.7% 6.0% 6.5%
Ph.D. or Ed.D. 18.1% 19.9% 18.2%
Other (e.g., AA degree) 1.2% 2.2% 1.9%

None 0.3% 0.7% 0.6%
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Public Four-Year
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In what year did you graduate from high school?

2013 99.2% 97.8% 97.1%

2012 0.7% 1.6% 2.0%

2011 0.1% 0.3% 0.3%

2010 or earlier or passed GED 0.1% 0.4% 0.6%

Table 3. Adequacy of High School Preparation and Degree Plans of Fall 2013 CIRP  Respondents  

 What was your average grade in high school?

A or A+  7.2% 9.8% 15.5%

A-  14.1% 16.0% 20.7%

B+  24.7% 24.5% 24.8%

B   38.9% 29.8% 25.6%

B-  9.9% 11.8% 8.4%

C+  4.5% 6.4% 3.8%

C  or D 0.7% 1.8% 1.1%

Habits of the mind

Accepted mistakes as part of the learning process 58.8% 57.9% 56.3%

Sought solutions to problems and explain them to others 48.6% 48.4% 50.4%

Supported their opinions with a logical argument 45.6% 49.2% 54.2%

Sought alternative solutions to a problem 45.5% 46.0% 45.8%

Sought feedback on their academic work 45.1% 47.5% 46.3%

Asked questions in class 44.7% 52.9% 52.7%

Revised their papers to improve their writing 43.6% 44.9% 45.1%

Took a risk because they felt they had more to gain 38.2% 39.8% 39.4%

Evaluated the quality or reliability of information they receive d 35.5% 37.5% 38.7%

Explored topics on their own, even though it was not 

required for a class 29.0% 31.6% 33.3%

Looked up scientific research articles and resources 24.2% 24.3% 24.8%

During the past year, respondents Frequently:

Highest degree planned anywhere 

Bachelor's 

(B.A., B.S.)

  27.6% 26.0% 25.3%

Master's

 (M.A., M.S.)

  44.9% 42.5% 44.7%

LL.B. or J.D. (Law)  2.2% 2.7% 2.7%

M.D., D.O., D.D.S., D.V.M.  5.7% 6.0% 6.5%

Ph.D. or Ed.D.  18.1% 19.9% 18.2%

Other 

(e.g., AA degree)

1.2% 2.2% 1.9%

None 0.3% 0.7% 0.6%
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Students in Students in
San Marcos Similar Four-Year Public Four-Year
Response Categories Responses Colleges Colleges
Highest degree planned at this college
Bachelor's (B.A., B.S.) 68.5% 65.2% 67.5%
Master's (M.A., M.S.) 21.1% 23.6% 23.2%
Ph.D. or Ed.D. 3.1% 3.9% 3.3%
Other 5.6% 5.8% 5.1%
None 1.6% 1.6% 1.1%
Probable major?
Health Professions (nursing & kinesiology) 24.7% 17.9% 14.2%
Social Science 20.5% 13.7% 12.4%
Business 13.5% 14.2% 13.6%
Biological Science 11.2% 11.3% 10.6%
Undecided 9.5% 8.3% 10.5%
Arts and Humanities (includes history & communication) 7.0% 11.8% 13.3%
Physical Science (includes mathematics & computer science 5.9% 5.8% 6.3%
Education® 4.4% 7.0% 7.0%
Other 3.3% 9.9% 12.2%
Considers self:
Pre-Med 31.7% 23.0% 19.1%
8.4% 8.5% 6.9%

Pre-Law

A Liberal Studies majors were instructed to select "Other education" as their major on the questionnaire since Liberal
Studies was not a choice.
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Students in  Students in 

  San Marcos 

Similar Four-Year

Public Four-Year

Response Categories Responses Colleges Colleges

Highest degree planned at this college

Bachelor's (B.A., B.S.)  68.5% 65.2% 67.5%

Master's (M.A., M.S.)  21.1% 23.6% 23.2%

Ph.D. or Ed.D.  3.1% 3.9% 3.3%

Other 5.6% 5.8% 5.1%

None 1.6% 1.6% 1.1%

Probable major^

Health Professions 

(nursing & kinesiology)

24.7% 17.9% 14.2%

Social Science  20.5% 13.7% 12.4%

Business  13.5% 14.2% 13.6%

Biological Science  11.2% 11.3% 10.6%

Undecided  9.5% 8.3% 10.5%

Arts and Humanities (includes history & communication) 7.0% 11.8% 13.3%

Physical Science (includes mathematics & computer science)

5.9% 5.8% 6.3%

Education^  4.4% 7.0% 7.0%

Other 3.3% 9.9% 12.2%

Considers self:

Pre-Med 31.7% 23.0% 19.1%

Pre-Law 8.4% 8.5% 6.9%

^ Liberal Studies majors were instructed to select "Other education" as their major on the questionnaire since Liberal 

Studies was not a choice. 
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Students in Students in
San Marcos Similar Four-Year Public Four-Year
Response Categories Responses Colleges Colleges
During last year of high school spent more than
five hours per week:
Socializing with friends 54.8% 57.8% 62.1%
On exercise or sports 44.9% 44.2% 48.2%
Working (for pay) 31.5% 39.7% 44.7%
Online social networks (MySpace, Facebook, etc.)
Studying/doing homework 27.8% 25.4% 29.9%
Watching TV 19.0% 22.5% 22.1%
Partying 12.1% 13.1% 14.3%
Doing volunteer work 16.3% 15.6% 13.7%
On household/childcare 13.6% 14.5% 12.4%
Involved with student clubs/groups 13.4% 16.4% 15.3%
Playing video games 10.5% 12.4% 14.3%
Reading for pleasure 6.7% 8.5% 9.6%
Talking with teachers outside of class 5.4% 7.2% 6.3%
Activities which respondents did at least occasionally
during the past year:
Used an online instructional website (e.g., Khan
Academy, Coursra) on their own 78.3% 80.8% 72.9%
Attended a religious service 69.3% 74.7% 71.3%
Performed community service as part of a class 63.6% 59.9% 55.9%
Voted in a student election 62.8% 67.8% 67.0%
Came late to class 58.8% 55.6% 54.3%
Failed to complete homework on time 54.8% 53.7% 55.2%
Tutored another student 54.2% 54.9% 53.7%
Helped raise money for a cause or campaign 48.1% 56.5% 56.2%
Used an online instructional website (e.g., Khan
Academy, Coursra) as assigned in class 42.5% 45.2% 42.2%
Publicly communicated my opinion about a cause (e.g.
blog, email, petition) 42.2% 43.6% 43.3%
Fell asleep in class 42.1% 50.1% 47.5%
Drank wine or liquor 40.0% 35.2% 39.3%
Drank beer 36.3% 28.0% 33.8%
Skipped school or class 35.3% 27.3% 28.1%
Demonstrated for/against a cause 19.2% 23.4% 22.3%
Was a guest in a teacher's home 12.6% 16.3% 16.7%

Worked on a local, state, or national political campaign 7.6% 10.8% 9.1%
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Public Four-Year

Response Categories Responses Colleges Colleges

During last year of high school spent more than

five hours per week:

Socializing with friends  54.8% 57.8% 62.1%

On exercise or sports  44.9% 44.2% 48.2%

Working (for pay)  31.5% 39.7% 44.7%

Online social networks 

(MySpace, Facebook, etc.)

Studying/doing homework  27.8% 25.4% 29.9%

Watching TV  19.0% 22.5% 22.1%

Partying  12.1% 13.1% 14.3%

Doing volunteer work  16.3% 15.6% 13.7%

On household/childcare  13.6% 14.5% 12.4%

Involved with student clubs/groups  13.4% 16.4% 15.3%

Playing video games  10.5% 12.4% 14.3%

Reading for pleasure  6.7% 8.5% 9.6%

Talking with teachers outside of class  5.4% 7.2% 6.3%

Table 4. Activities of Fall 2013 CIRP Respondents During the Past Year 

Activities which respondents did at least occasionally

during the past year: 

Used an online instructional website (e.g., Khan 

Academy, Coursra) on their own 78.3% 80.8% 72.9%

Attended a religious service 69.3% 74.7% 71.3%

Performed community service as part of a class 63.6% 59.9% 55.9%

Voted in a student election 62.8% 67.8% 67.0%

Came late to class  58.8% 55.6% 54.3%

Failed to complete homework on time 54.8% 53.7% 55.2%

Tutored another student  54.2% 54.9% 53.7%

Helped raise money for a cause or campaign 48.1% 56.5% 56.2%

Used an online instructional website (e.g., Khan 

Academy, Coursra) as assigned in class 42.5% 45.2% 42.2%

Publicly communicated my opinion about a cause (e.g. 

blog, email, petition) 42.2% 43.6% 43.3%

Fell asleep in class 42.1% 50.1% 47.5%

Drank wine or liquor  40.0% 35.2% 39.3%

Drank beer  36.3% 28.0% 33.8%

Skipped school or class 35.3% 27.3% 28.1%

Demonstrated for/against a cause 19.2% 23.4% 22.3%

Was a guest in a teacher's home  12.6% 16.3% 16.7%

Worked on a local, state, or national political campaign 7.6% 10.8% 9.1%
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Students in Students in
San Marcos Similar Four-Year Public Four-Year
Response Categories Responses Colleges Colleges
Activities which respondents did frequently
during the past year:
Used the internet for research or homework 77.8% 76.5% 78.4%
Socialized with someone of another racial/ethnic group 73.6% 72.2% 71.9%
Worked with other students on group projects 50.3% 51.3% 49.4%
Integrated skills and knowledge from different sources
and experiences 47.4% 47.4% 50.0%
Felt overwhelmed by all | had to do 38.3% 31.3% 31.8%
Performed volunteer work 37.5% 32.2% 32.0%
Studied with other students 35.9% 32.8% 29.7%
Was bored in class 35.8% 36.3% 38.2%
Asked a teacher for advice after class 31.7% 31.7% 28.8%
Discussed politics 25.5% 24.6% 26.7%
Discusses religion 24.5% 25.8% 26.4%
Felt depressed 11.2% 9.6% 9.0%

Smoked cigarettes 2.2% 2.4% 2.8%
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Activities which respondents did frequently  

during the past year: 

Used the internet for research or homework  77.8% 76.5% 78.4%

Socialized with someone of another racial/ethnic group 73.6% 72.2% 71.9%

Worked with other students on group projects 50.3% 51.3% 49.4%

Integrated skills and knowledge from different sources 

and experiences 47.4% 47.4% 50.0%

Felt overwhelmed by all I had to do 38.3% 31.3% 31.8%

Performed volunteer work 37.5% 32.2% 32.0%

Studied with other students 35.9% 32.8% 29.7%

Was bored in class 35.8% 36.3% 38.2%

Asked a teacher for advice after class 31.7% 31.7% 28.8%

Discussed politics 25.5% 24.6% 26.7%

Discusses religion 24.5% 25.8% 26.4%

Felt depressed 11.2% 9.6% 9.0%

Smoked cigarettes 2.2% 2.4% 2.8%


[image: image10.emf]Table 5. Factors Entering Into College Choice and College Financing Plans of Fall 2013 CIRP

Survey Respondents

Students in Students in
San Marcos Similar Four-Year Public Four-Year
Response Categories Responses Colleges Colleges
College is respondent's:
First choice? 38.6% 46.2% 55.5%
Second choice? 38.8% 33.7% 29.0%
Third choice? 15.5% 12.6% 9.9%
Less than third choice? 7.1% 7.5% 5.5%
Number of colleges other than current one respondent applied to
for admission this year:
None 8.2% 11.4% 12.1%
One 6.2% 8.4% 9.1%
Two 9.6% 1.7% 12.2%
Three 17.5% 17.0% 16.0%
Four to six 39.8% 34.6% 33.0%
Seven or more 18.7% 17.0% 17.6%
Accepted by your first choice college 57.5% 70.3% 77.0%
The current economic situation significantly affected college choice.
Agree strongly 29.6% 27.6% 28.8%
Agree somewhat 44.3% 44 1% 44 2%
Disagree somewhat 16.5% 17.9% 16.5%
Disagree strongly 9.7% 10.4% 10.6%
Number of years respondent expect to take to graduate:
3 or fewer years 1.1% 3.2% 2.5%
4 years 75.3% 78.8% 82.6%
5 years 17.8% 13.2% 10.5%
6 or more years 3.1% 1.7% 21%
Not planning to graduate from this college 2.7% 3.0% 2.4%
Level of concern about your ability finance college education:
None (I am confident that | will have the funds) 22.2% 24.0% 29.7%
Some (but | probably will have enough funds) 61.2% 59.5% 56.8%
Major (not sure | will have enough funds) 16.6% 16.5% 13.5%
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College is respondent's: 

First choice?  38.6% 46.2% 55.5%

Second choice?  38.8% 33.7% 29.0%

Third choice?  15.5% 12.6% 9.9%

Less than third choice?  7.1% 7.5% 5.5%

Table 5. Factors Entering Into College Choice and College Financing Plans of Fall 2013 CIRP 

Survey Respondents 

Number of colleges other than current one respondent applied to

 for admission this year:

None  8.2% 11.4% 12.1%

One  6.2% 8.4% 9.1%

Two  9.6% 11.7% 12.2%

Three  17.5% 17.0% 16.0%

Four to six 39.8% 34.6% 33.0%

Seven or more 18.7% 17.0% 17.6%

Accepted by your first choice college 57.5% 70.3% 77.0%

The current economic situation significantly affected college choice.

Agree strongly 29.6% 27.6% 28.8%

Agree somewhat 44.3% 44.1% 44.2%

Disagree somewhat 16.5% 17.9% 16.5%

Disagree strongly 9.7% 10.4% 10.6%

Number of years respondent expect to take to graduate:

3 or fewer years 1.1% 3.2% 2.5%

4 years 75.3% 78.8% 82.6%

5 years 17.8% 13.2% 10.5%

6 or more years 3.1% 1.7% 2.1%

Not planning to graduate from this college 2.7% 3.0% 2.4%

Level of concern about your ability finance college education: 

None (I am confident that I will have the funds) 22.2% 24.0% 29.7%

Some (but I probably will have enough funds) 61.2% 59.5% 56.8%

Major (not sure I will have enough funds) 16.6% 16.5% 13.5%
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Students in Students in
San Marcos Similar Four-Year Public Four-Year
Response Categories Responses Colleges Colleges
Resources respondents expect to use to cover first year's
educational expenses (i.e., room, board, tuition & fees):
Family resources (parents, relatives, spouse, etc.)
None 24.6% 30.6% 30.7%
Less than $3,000 33.3% 36.1% 28.9%
$3,000 - $10,000 23.1% 20.3% 21.1%
$10,000 or more 19.0% 13.0% 19.2%
Personal resources (savings from work,
work-study, other income)
None 35.9% 41.6% 41.7%
Less than $3,000 53.1% 48.7% 46.9%
$3,000 or more 10.9% 9.6% 11.4%
Aid which need not be repaid (grants, scholarships,
military funding etc.)
None 37.4% 33.0% 32.2%
Less than $3,000 16.8% 20.6% 21.6%
$3,000 or more 45.8% 46.4% 46.2%
Aid which must be repaid (loans, etc.)
None 54.6% 50.2% 50.8%
Less than $3,000 15.9% 16.0% 14.1%
$3,000 or more 29.6% 33.8% 35.1%
Other
None 92.4% 92.1% 92.4%
Less than $1,000 5.0% 5.1% 4.9%
$1,000 or more 2.6% 2.9% 2.7%
Reasons noted as very important in influencing student's
decision to go to college:
To be able to get a better job 91.4% 88.7% 86.6%
To be able to make more money 88.8% 83.2% 77.1%
To get training for a specific career 83.7% 83.3% 79.8%
To learn more about things that interest me 82.5% 81.5% 80.0%
To gain a general education and appreciation of ideas 73.3% 72.7% 68.6%
To prepare myself for graduate or professional school 66.6% 66.3% 58.9%
To make me a more cultured person 41.1% 44 4% 43.2%
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Resources respondents expect to use to cover first year's

   educational expenses (i.e., room, board, tuition & fees):

Family resources 

(parents, relatives, spouse, etc.)

   None 24.6% 30.6% 30.7%

    Less than $3,000

33.3% 36.1% 28.9%

    $3,000 - $10,000

23.1% 20.3% 21.1%

   $10,000 or more

19.0% 13.0% 19.2%

Personal resources 

(savings from work, 

work-study, other income)

   None 35.9% 41.6% 41.7%

    Less than $3,000

53.1% 48.7% 46.9%

    $3,000 or more

10.9% 9.6% 11.4%

Aid which need not be repaid 

(grants, scholarships, 

military funding etc.) 

   None 37.4% 33.0% 32.2%

    Less than $3,000

16.8% 20.6% 21.6%

    $3,000 or more

45.8% 46.4% 46.2%

Aid which must be repaid 

(loans, etc.)

   None 54.6% 50.2% 50.8%

    Less than $3,000

15.9% 16.0% 14.1%

    $3,000 or more

29.6% 33.8% 35.1%

Other

   None 92.4% 92.1% 92.4%

    Less than $1,000

5.0% 5.1% 4.9%

    $1,000 or more

2.6% 2.9% 2.7%

Reasons noted as very important in influencing student's 

decision to go to college:

To be able to get a better job 91.4% 88.7% 86.6%

To be able to make more money 88.8% 83.2% 77.1%

To get training for a specific career 83.7% 83.3% 79.8%

To learn more about things that interest me 82.5% 81.5% 80.0%

To gain a general education and appreciation of ideas 73.3% 72.7% 68.6%

To prepare myself for graduate or professional school 66.6% 66.3% 58.9%

To make me a more cultured person 41.1% 44.4% 43.2%
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Students in Students in
San Marcos Similar Four-Year Public Four-Year
Response Categories Responses Colleges Colleges

Reasons noted as very important in influencing student's decision to attend
current college

The cost of attending this college 50.7% 52.9% 53.5%
| was offered financial assistance 41.0% 44.5% 42.0%
This college has a very good academic reputation 39.9% 47.3% 54.6%
| wanted to live near home 37.4% 26.2% 24.0%
This college has a good reputation for its social

activities 31.9% 43.8% 41.4%
This college's graduates get good jobs 31.7% 42.8% 46.0%
| wanted to go to a school about the size of this college 30.2% 32.9% 32.7%
A visit to campus 28.5% 35.9% 38.5%
My parents wanted me to come here 27 1% 21.4% 18.5%
The percentage of students who graduate from this

college 25.4% 28.7% 27.0%
Could not afford first choice 18.4% 19.0% 17.5%
This college's graduates gain admission to top

graduate/professional schools 15.3% 241% 25.6%
High school counselor advised me 13.7% 14.8% 12.4%
Information from a website 12.9% 17.5% 16.8%
My relatives wanted me to come here 12.6% 11.9% 9.5%
Not offered aid by first choice 10.9% 12.7% 11.6%
My teacher advised me 10.3% 10.9% 8.9%
Ability to take online courses 8.3% 8.8% 5.5%
| was admitted through an Early Action or Early

Decision program 6.6% 8.7% 10.4%
The athletic department recruited me 5.4% 7.7% 8.5%
Private college counselor advised me 5.3% 5.8% 4.4%
Rankings in national magazines 4.9% 8.6% 11.3%

| was attracted by the religious affiliation/orientation of
the college 4.4% 7.7% 5.2%
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Reasons noted as very important in influencing student's decision to attend

 current college

The cost of attending this college  50.7% 52.9% 53.5%

I was offered financial assistance  41.0% 44.5% 42.0%

This college has a very good academic reputation  39.9% 47.3% 54.6%

I wanted to live near home  37.4% 26.2% 24.0%

This college has a good reputation for its social 

activities  31.9% 43.8% 41.4%

This college's graduates get good jobs  31.7% 42.8% 46.0%

I wanted to go to a school about the size of this college  30.2% 32.9% 32.7%

A visit to campus  28.5% 35.9% 38.5%

My parents wanted me to come here  27.1% 21.4% 18.5%

The percentage of students who graduate from this 

college 25.4% 28.7% 27.0%

Could not afford first choice  18.4% 19.0% 17.5%

This college's graduates gain admission to top 

graduate/professional schools   15.3% 24.1% 25.6%

High school counselor advised me  13.7% 14.8% 12.4%

Information from a website  12.9% 17.5% 16.8%

My relatives wanted me to come here  12.6% 11.9% 9.5%

Not offered aid by first choice  10.9% 12.7% 11.6%

My teacher advised me  10.3% 10.9% 8.9%

Ability to take online courses 8.3% 8.8% 5.5%

I was admitted through an Early Action  or Early 

Decision program  6.6% 8.7% 10.4%

The athletic department recruited me  5.4% 7.7% 8.5%

Private college counselor advised me  5.3% 5.8% 4.4%

Rankings in national magazines  4.9% 8.6% 11.3%

I was attracted by the religious affiliation/orientation  of 

the college 4.4% 7.7% 5.2%
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Students in Students in
San Marcos Similar Four-Year Public Four-Year
Response Categories Responses Colleges Colleges
Chances are very good that student will
Do the following academically:
Make at least a "B" average 54.6% 60.6% 62.4%
Discuss course content with students outside of class 37.2% 36.9% 39.2%
Communicate regularly with professors 35.6% 35.9% 35.0%
Work on a professor's research project 28.6% 36.2% 31.5%
Change major field 16.3% 11.3% 12.2%
Take a course exclusively online at home institution 14.5% 11.9% 8.0%
Take courses from more than one college simultaneous 11.0% 9.0% 6.6%
Need extra time to complete degree requirements 11.0% 10.1% 7.9%
Take a course exclusively online elsewhere 7.2% 5.1% 3.3%
Make the following personal decisions:
Get a job to help pay for college expenses 54.0% 52.7% 49.4%
Have a roommate of different race/ethnicity 28.8% 28.4% 26.5%
Work full-time while attending college 16.4% 12.6% 10.4%
Seek personal counseling 15.7% 14.5% 11.4%
Change career choice 13.7% 9.5% 11.1%
Persist or not persist in one of the following ways:
Be satisfied with this college 44.2% 49.1% 52.6%
Transfer to another college before graduating 13.0% 10.5% 7.7%
Take a temporary leave of absence from this college 4.9% 4.4% 3.3%
Become involved in the following ways:
Socialize with someone of another racial/ethnic group 55.4% 57.0% 58.7%
Participate in student clubs/groups 38.1% 42.8% 43.5%
Participate in volunteer/community service work 26.7% 29.6% 27.0%
Participate in a study abroad program 26.6% 25.6% 27.1%
Play club, intramural, or recreational sports 19.4% 24.5% 27.6%
Join a social fraternity or sorority 15.3% 17.4% 12.4%
Play varsity/intercollegiate athletics 11.3% 14.1% 14.3%
Participate in student government 8.1% 8.7% 7.3%

Participate in student protests or demonstrations 6.1% 7.6% 6.2%
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Make the following personal decisions:

  Get a job to help pay for college expenses 54.0% 52.7% 49.4%

  Have a roommate of different race/ethnicity  28.8% 28.4% 26.5%

Table 6. Potential Activities of Fall 2013 CIRP Respondents 
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  Be satisfied with this college 44.2% 49.1% 52.6%

  Transfer to another college before graduating 13.0% 10.5% 7.7%

  Take a temporary leave of absence from this college 4.9% 4.4% 3.3%

Become involved in the following ways:

  Socialize with someone of another racial/ethnic group 55.4% 57.0% 58.7%

  Participate in student clubs/groups 38.1% 42.8% 43.5%

  Participate in volunteer/community service work 26.7% 29.6% 27.0%

  Participate in a study abroad program 26.6% 25.6% 27.1%

  Play club, intramural, or recreational sports 19.4% 24.5% 27.6%

  Join a social fraternity or sorority 15.3% 17.4% 12.4%

  Play varsity/intercollegiate athletics  11.3% 14.1% 14.3%

  Participate in student government 8.1% 8.7% 7.3%
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Students in Students in
San Marcos Similar Four-Year Public Four-Year
Response Categories Responses Colleges Colleges
Objectives considered to be essential or very important
Personal objectives
Being very well off financially 88.8% 86.3% 83.3%
Raising a family 72.9% 71.7% 71.6%
Developing a meaningful philosophy of life 44.2% 43.7% 41.9%
Improving my understanding of other countries and culti 44 1% 46.0% 45.0%
Making a contribution to society
Helping others who are in difficulty 74.2% 72.4% 70.3%
Influencing social values 46.9% 45.9% 43.0%
Helping to promote racial understanding 38.3% 40.3% 35.5%
Becoming a community leader 36.7% 38.6% 34.9%
Participating in a community action program 32.1% 33.8% 28.0%
Keeping up to date with political affairs 31.3% 31.4% 32.2%
Influencing the political structure 24.9% 25.2% 22.3%
Intellectual and career objectives
Obtaining recognition from my colleagues for
contributions to my special field 59.5% 60.1% 57.2%
Becoming an authority in my field 58.7% 59.9% 58.7%
Becoming successful in a business of my own 44 4% 49.8% 42.2%
Adopting "green" practices to protect the environment 35.9% 38.1% 36.2%
Becoming involved in programs to clean
up the environment 27.7% 30.6% 25.6%
Making a theoretical contribution to science 25.7% 25.8% 23.3%
Creating artistic work (e.g., painting, sculpture) 17.2% 18.6% 17.2%
Becoming accomplished in a performing art 15.8% 20.6% 17.9%

Writing original works (e.g., poems, novels) 15.8% 18.6% 16.9%
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  Improving my understanding of other countries and culture s 44.1% 46.0% 45.0%
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  Becoming a community leader  36.7% 38.6% 34.9%

  Participating in a community action program 32.1% 33.8% 28.0%

  Keeping up to date with political affairs 31.3% 31.4% 32.2%

  Influencing the political structure  24.9% 25.2% 22.3%

Intellectual and career objectives

  Obtaining recognition from my colleagues for

    contributions to my special field 59.5% 60.1% 57.2%

  Becoming an authority in my field  58.7% 59.9% 58.7%

  Becoming successful in a business of my own 44.4% 49.8% 42.2%

  Adopting "green" practices to protect the environment 35.9% 38.1% 36.2%

  Becoming involved in programs to clean 

     up the environment  27.7% 30.6% 25.6%

  Making a theoretical contribution to science 25.7% 25.8% 23.3%

  Creating artistic work (e.g., painting, sculpture)  17.2% 18.6% 17.2%

  Becoming accomplished in a performing art 15.8% 20.6% 17.9%

  Writing original works (e.g., poems, novels) 15.8% 18.6% 16.9%
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Students in Students in
San Marcos Similar Four-Year Public Four-Year
Response Categories Responses Colleges Colleges
Student rated self above average or in highest 10%
as compared with the average person of his/her age in:
Intellectual traits
Drive to achieve 73.9% 75.7% 74.6%
Leadership ability 55.4% 60.3% 59.8%
Academic ability 51.0% 55.0% 61.0%
Self-confidence (intellectual) 50.4% 56.4% 56.5%
Creativity 48.7% 53.4% 53.8%
Computer skills 36.5% 37.1% 36.5%
Writing ability 35.9% 38.6% 41.9%
Public speaking ability 33.5% 33.6% 34.5%
Mathematical ability 32.6% 34.6% 39.1%
Artistic ability 25.0% 27.2% 28.5%
Personality traits
Understanding of others 71.4% 68.9% 68.4%
Cooperativeness 70.5% 70.3% 70.3%
Competitiveness 55.5% 57.6% 56.9%
Self-understanding 53.8% 57.5% 56.3%
Self-confidence (social) 48.5% 51.1% 48.3%
Risk-taking 42.4% 45.5% 44.4%
Spirituality 38.9% 41.4% 37.5%
Other
Physical health 52.2% 50.4% 53.1%
Emotional health 48.3% 49.8% 50.2%
Popularity 30.0% 34.3% 33.8%
Considers the following to be Major Strengths/Somewhat Strong
Ability to work cooperatively with diverse people 83.3% 83.6% 83.8%
Ability to get along with people of different races/cultures 82.2% 81.2% 81.4%
Tolerance of others with different beliefs 78.7% 74.7% 76.7%
Ability to see the world from someone else's perspective 71.7% 71.6% 74.0%
General knowledge 70.7% 70.4% 72.5%
Ability to discuss and negotiate controversial issues 63.6% 66.1% 67.8%
Openness to having my own views challenged 62.9% 63.3% 62.0%
Problem-solving skills 58.6% 60.3% 64.1%
Knowledge of a particular field or discipline 56.3% 61.4% 63.9%
Leadership abilities 55.9% 59.3% 59.8%
Critical thinking skills 51.7% 53.5% 57.6%
Ability to manage their time effectively 49.0% 51.2% 49.9%
Knowledge of people from different races/cultures 44.8% 44 1% 42.6%
Interpersonal skills 43.9% 42.3% 44.3%
Understanding of the problems facing their communities 39.4% 44.7% 42.1%
Foreign language ability 36.8% 30.0% 29.6%
Understanding of national issues 34.3% 34.8% 36.8%

Understanding of global issues 31.3% 31.6% 33.1%
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Table 7. Self Ratings of Fall 2013 CIRP Respondents 
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Students in Students in
San Marcos Similar Four-Year Public Four-Year
Response Categories Responses Colleges Colleges
Student agrees "strongly" or "somewhat"
Gays and lesbians should have the legal right to adopt
a child 82.9% 79.0% 81.8%
The chief benefit of a college education is that it
increases one's earning power 78.4% 76.7% 75.5%
Wealthy people should pay a larger share of taxes than
they do now 68.6% 73.7% 71.9%
A national health care plan is needed to cover
everybody's medical costs 65.5% 70.5% 64.6%
The federal government should do more to control the
sale of handguns 63.6% 66.7% 62.6%
Addressing global warming should be a federal priority 59.8% 62.8% 60.7%
Affirmative action in college admissions should be
abolished 48.9% 48.6% 50.9%
The federal government should raise taxes to reduce
the deficit 37.8% 34.6% 35.8%

Undocumented immigrants should be denied access to
public education 36.9% 36.3% 41.3%
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Affirmative action in college admissions should be 

abolished 48.9% 48.6% 50.9%
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[image: image17.emf]Table 9. Background and Demographic Characteristics of Fall 2013 CIRP Survey
Respondents by First-Generation Status (Percentages)

Both parents

One or both

One or both

high school parents with parents with a

Response Categories or less some college college degree

Number of Respondents 665 354 811

1. What is your best estimate of your parents’ total income last year?
(Consider income from all sources before taxes)

Less than $30,000 44 1% 24.9% 11.5%

$30,000 to $74,999 41.9% 36.5% 27.9%

$75,000 or more 14.0% 38.6% 60.6%

2. Racial and ethnic identity:

URM 74.1% 47.0% 34.1%
American Indian 1.8% 2.5% 3.0%
Pacific Islander/Native Hawaiian 1.3% 4.0% 4.5%
African American 2.6% 5.7% 7.5%
Hispanic 68.4% 34.8% 19.1%

Asian 5.5% 9.6% 14.3%

White/Caucasian 17.3% 38.9% 47.9%

Other 3.1% 4.5% 3.7%

3. Racial composition of neighborhood

Completely non-White 14.5% 6.6% 3.4%

Mostly non-White 32.4% 20.5% 14.9%

Roughly half non-White 28.7% 24.8% 25.7%

Mostly White 22.0% 44.6% 47.4%

Completely White 2.4% 3.6% 8.5%

4. Racial composition of high school

Completely non-White 71% 4.1% 1.9%

Mostly non-White 33.4% 24.4% 18.6%

Roughly half non-White 39.1% 40.8% 40.9%

Mostly White 19.9% 30.1% 35.5%

Completely White 0.5% 0.6% 3.0%

5. Is English your native language?
Yes 46.4% 13.9% 8.7%
No 53.6% 86.1% 91.3%
6. Where do you plan to live during the fall term?

With parents or relatives 57.0% 42.9% 42.6%

Other private home or apartment 10.7% 13.3% 6.7%

College dormitory/other campus housing 29.8% 40.1% 45.7%

Other 2.4% 3.7% 4.9%

7. Miles from permanent home

10 for fewer 30.4% 30.9% 19.8%

11-50 37.6% 45.7% 47.0%

51-100 20.8% 19.7% 18.4%

More than 100 11.2% 13.7% 14.8%
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$30,000 to $74,999   41.9% 36.5% 27.9%

$75,000 or more 14.0% 38.6% 60.6%
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  African American 2.6% 5.7% 7.5%

  Hispanic 68.4% 34.8% 19.1%
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Completely White 0.5% 0.6% 3.0%

5. Is English your native language? 

Yes  46.4% 13.9% 8.7%

No  53.6% 86.1% 91.3%

6. Where do you plan to live during the fall term?

With parents or relatives  57.0% 42.9% 42.6%

Other private home or apartment 10.7% 13.3% 6.7%

College dormitory/other campus housing 29.8% 40.1% 45.7%

Other  2.4% 3.7% 4.9%

7. Miles from permanent home

10 for fewer 30.4% 30.9% 19.8%

11 - 50 37.6% 45.7% 47.0%

51 - 100 20.8% 19.7% 18.4%

More than 100 11.2% 13.7% 14.8%


[image: image18.emf]Table 10. College Financing Plans of Fall 2013 CIRP Survey Respondents by First-Generation
Status (Percentages)

Both parents One or both One or both
high school parents with parents with a
Response Categories or less some college college degree

1. Do you have any concern about your ability to finance your
college education?

None (I am confident that | will

have the funds) 13.2% 19.5% 31.5%
Some (but | probably will have

enough funds) 61.8% 66.2% 58.4%
Maijor (not sure | will have enough

funds) 25.0% 14.3% 10.2%

2. Sources expected to cover at least $3,000 of first year's
educational expenses

Aid that doesn't have to be repaid 69.2% 52.6% 39.9%

Family resources 26.6% 53.0% 64.1%

3. Reasons noted as very important in influencing student's decision to
attend CSUSM

Cost of attending 59.2% 49.1% 44.6%

| was offered financial assistance 56.4% 39.8% 28.6%
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Major (not sure I will have enough 

funds) 25.0% 14.3% 10.2%

2. Sources expected to cover at least $3,000 of first year's 
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Aid that doesn't have to be repaid 69.2% 52.6% 39.9%

Family resources 26.6% 53.0% 64.1%
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parents with a

One or both 

college degree

3. Reasons noted as very important in influencing student's decision to 

attend CSUSM

Cost of attending 59.2% 49.1% 44.6%

I was offered financial assistance  56.4% 39.8% 28.6%


[image: image19.emf]Table 11. Adequacy of High School Preparation of Fall 2013 CIRP Survey Respondents by
First-Generation Status (Percentages)

Both parents One or both One or both
high school parents with parents with a
Response Categories or less some college college degree

1. During last year of high school spent more than
five hours per week:

Socializing with friends 45.2% 57.5% 61.6%

Exercising or sports 33.5% 46.5% 52.3%

2. High school activities during the past year

Was frequently bored in class 29.7% 37.3% 40.7%
Frequently discussed politics 18.3% 25.9% 31.1%
Frequently used the internet for research 73.0% 79.9% 81.6%
Frequently socialized with someone of another

racial/ethnic group 66.9% 77.6% 78.2%
Drank beer 30.4% 34.9% 42.7%
Drank wine or liquor 35.2% 39.9% 45.4%

Table 12. Self Perceptions of Fall 2013 CIRP Survey Respondents by First-Generation Status

(Percentages)
Both parents One or both One or both
high school parents with parents with a
Response Categories or less some college college degree

Student rated self above average or in highest 10% as compared with the
average person of his/her age in the following traits:

Intellectual traits

Competitiveness 47.9% 56.0% 61.0%
Artistic Ability 20.3% 21.0% 30.8%
Computer Skills 29.4% 41.1% 39.9%
Public speaking ability 26.4% 33.0% 39.2%
Leadership ability 49.8% 57.0% 59.1%

Writing ability 28.7% 38.1% 41.3%
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Exercising or sports 33.5% 46.5% 52.3%
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Frequently discussed politics 18.3% 25.9% 31.1%
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Frequently socialized with someone of another 

racial/ethnic group 66.9% 77.6% 78.2%

Drank beer 30.4% 34.9% 42.7%

Drank wine or liquor 35.2% 39.9% 45.4%
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Student rated self above average or in highest 10% as compared with the 

average person of his/her age in the following traits:

Intellectual traits

Competitiveness 47.9% 56.0% 61.0%

Artistic Ability 20.3% 21.0% 30.8%

Computer Skills 29.4% 41.1% 39.9%

Public speaking ability 26.4% 33.0% 39.2%

Leadership ability 49.8% 57.0% 59.1%

Writing ability 28.7% 38.1% 41.3%
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[image: image20.emf]Table 13. Habits of the Mind of Fall 2013 CIRP Survey Respondents by First-Generation
Status (Percentages)

Both parents One or both One or both
high school parents with parents with a
Response Categories or less some college college degree
During the past year, respondents Frequently:
Sought solutions to problems and explain them
to others 41.9% 51.3% 53.2%
Supported their opinions with a logical
37.0% 45.0% 52.5%

argument

Table 14. Potential Activities of Fall 2013 CIRP Survey Respondents by First Generation Status

(Percentages)
Both parents One or both One or both
high school parents with parents with a
Response Categories or less some college college degree
Chances are very good that student will:
Get a job to help pay for college 59.5% 52.5% 49.8%
Make at least a "B" average 49.0% 54.6% 59.8%
Objectives considered to be essential or very important
Helping to promote racial understanding 44.0% 34.6% 35.7%
Becoming involved in programs to clean
up the environment 32.6% 28.1% 23.1%
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Make at least a "B" average 49.0% 54.6% 59.8%

Objectives considered to be essential or very important

  Helping to promote racial understanding  44.0% 34.6% 35.7%

  Becoming involved in programs to clean 

     up the environment  32.6% 28.1% 23.1%


[image: image21.emf]Table 15. Opinions of Fall 2013 CIRP Survey Respondents by First Generation Status

(Percentages)

Both parents

One or both

One or both

high school parents with parents with a

Response Categories or less some college college degree
How respondents characterize political views

Conservative/Far right 14.3% 23.4% 24.9%

Middle of the road 54.6% 53.0% 51.1%

Liberal/Far left 31.1% 23.7% 24.0%
Agreement with the following statements:

Undocumented immigrants should be denied

access to public education 21.8% 42.5% 47.3%

Wealthy people should pay a larger share of

taxes than they do now 72.4% 74.6% 62.8%

The federal government should do more to

control the sale of handguns 39.3% 61.1% 59.7%

A national health care plan is needed to cover

everybody's medical costs 72.3% 64.4% 59.5%
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Students in Students in
on-campus all other
Response Categories housing housing
Number of Respondents 760 1214
How many miles is this college from your
permanent home?
10 or fewer 7% 35%
11 to 50 34% 50%
5110 100 32% 11%
More than 100 27% 5%
Racial and ethnic identity: A
URM 31.0% 45.6%
African American/Black 6.1% 1.9%
American Indian/Alaskan Native 0.0% 0.3%
Latino/a 24.9% 43.4%
Asian American/Pacific Islanders 8.0% 12.7%
White/Caucasian 38.1% 24.8%
Other/Unknown 1.5% 1.6%
Two or more races 21.4% 15.4%
Is English your native language?
Yes 86.5% 70.0%
No 13.5% 30.0%
Parents' education
Both parents: High school or less 24.9% 39.4%
At least one parent: Some college or other
postsecondary education 22.9% 21.5%
At least one parent: College Degree or more 52.2% 39.1%
Parent's income
Under $50,000 36.2% 47.5%
$50,000 - $74,999 18.4% 18.0%
$75,000 or more 45.4% 34.5%
Racial composition of high school
Mostly non-White 29.9% 29.2%
Roughly half non-white 33.1% 44 4%
Mostly White 37.0% 26.4%










Students in  Students in 

on-campus all other

Response Categories housing housing

Number of Respondents 760 1214

How many miles is this college from your 

permanent home? 

10 or fewer 7% 35%

11 to 50 34% 50%

51 to 100 32% 11%

More than 100 27% 5%

Racial and ethnic identity: ^

URM 31.0% 45.6%

  African American/Black  6.1% 1.9%

  American Indian/Alaskan Native  0.0% 0.3%

  Latino/a 24.9% 43.4%

Asian American/Pacific Islanders 8.0% 12.7%

White/Caucasian  38.1% 24.8%

Other/Unknown  1.5% 1.6%

Two or more races 21.4% 15.4%

Is English your native language? 

Yes  86.5% 70.0%

No  13.5% 30.0%

Parents' education 

Both parents: High school or less 24.9% 39.4%

At least one parent: Some college or other 

postsecondary education 22.9% 21.5%

At least one parent: College Degree or more 52.2% 39.1%

Parent's income

Under $50,000 36.2% 47.5%

$50,000 - $74,999 18.4% 18.0%

$75,000 or more 45.4% 34.5%

Racial composition of high school

Mostly non-White 29.9% 29.2%

Roughly half non-white 33.1% 44.4%

Mostly White 37.0% 26.4%

Table 16. Background Characteristics of Fall 2013 CIRP Survey Respondents by 

Housing Status (Percentages)


[image: image23.emf]Table 17. Activities of Fall 2013 CIRP Respondents During the Past Year by
Housing Status (Percentages)

Students in Students in
on-campus all other
Response Categories housing* housing
During last year of high school spent more than
five hours per week:
Exercising or playing sports 50.7% 41.1%
Partying 17.1% 8.9%
Activities which respondents did at least occasionally
during the past year:
Drank wine or liquor 52.2% 32.2%
Drank beer 47.9% 29.4%
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Students in Students in
on-campus all other
Response Categories housing housing
To how many colleges other than this one did you
apply for admission this year?
None 3.9% 11.4%
1-4 45.5% 56.4%
More than 4 50.7% 32.2%
Current economic situation significantly affected
college choice 68.8% 76.4%
Sources expect to use to cover at least $3,000 of first year's
educational expenses (i.e., room, board, tuition & fees)
Family resources 59.6% 39.3%
Aid which must be repaid 44.8% 29.9%
Chances are very good that student will
Get a job to help pay for college expenses 48.9% 57.8%
Reasons noted as very important in influencing student's
decision to attend CSUSM
Parents wanted student to attend CSUSM 20.8% 31.7%
Offer of financial assistance 35.6% 44.4%
Cost of attending CSUSM 43.4% 54.6%
Could not afford first choice 12.9% 21.6%
Wanted to live near home 26.9% 44 1%
A visit to the campus 40.6% 20.9%
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educational expenses (i.e., room, board, tuition & fees)
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Aid which must be repaid 44.8% 29.9%

Chances are very good that student will

Get a job to help pay for college expenses 48.9% 57.8%

Reasons noted as very important in influencing student's

 decision to attend CSUSM

Parents wanted student to attend CSUSM 20.8% 31.7%

Offer of financial assistance 35.6% 44.4%

Cost of attending CSUSM 43.4% 54.6%
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Wanted to live near home 26.9% 44.1%

A visit to the campus 40.6% 20.9%
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Response Categories Male Female

Number of Respondents 671 1,256
1. Parental Income

Less than $30,000 21.8% 30.8%

$30,000 - $74,999 34.9% 33.6%

$75,000 or more 43.2% 35.5%
2. What was your average grade in high school?

A+, A, or A- 18.4% 22.6%

B+ or B or B- 75.8% 72.7%

C+ 5.7% 4.7%

CorD

3. During last year of high school, respondent frequently

Discussed politics 30.5% 22.5%
Studied with other students 29.3% 38.8%
Felt overwhelmed by all they had to do 23.4% 46.0%
Performed volumnteer work 27.6% 42.2%
Performed community service as part of a class 21.0% 31.0%

4. During last year of high school, respondent:#

Helped raise money for a cause 40.7% 51.3%
Failed to complete homework on time 60.5% 51.3%
Fell asleep in class 48.2% 38.3%
Smoked cigarettes 14.9% 8.5%
Drank beer 41.5% 33.8%

Felt depressed 41.4% 57.5%










Response Categories Male Female

Number of Respondents 671 1,256

1. Parental Income

Less than $30,000 21.8% 30.8%

$30,000 - $74,999 34.9% 33.6%
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A+, A, or A-

18.4% 22.6%

B+ or B or B-

75.8% 72.7%

C+ 

5.7% 4.7%

C or D

Discussed politics 30.5% 22.5%

Studied with other students 29.3% 38.8%

Felt overwhelmed by all they had to do 23.4% 46.0%

Performed volumnteer work 27.6% 42.2%

Performed community service as part of a class 21.0% 31.0%

4. During last year of high school, respondent:^

Helped raise money for a cause 40.7% 51.3%

Failed to complete homework on time 60.5% 51.3%

Fell asleep in class 48.2% 38.3%

Smoked cigarettes 14.9% 8.5%

Drank beer 41.5% 33.8%

Felt depressed 41.4% 57.5%

Table 19. Characteristics & High School Activities of Fall 2013 CIRP Survey Respondents by 

Gender

3. During last year of high school, respondent frequently
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Response Categories Male Female
5. During last year of high school spent more than
five hours per week:
Exercising or sports 55.3% 39.4%
Playing video/computer games 22.5% 4.7%
Spent at least 1 hour/week:
Volunteering 65.7% 75.7%
Student clubs 50.3% 63.1%
Household/childcare duties 74.5% 84.7%
Reading for pleasure 47.8% 62.6%
Playing video games 82.5% 34.9%
Online social networks 89.1% 95.0%
6. Habits of the mind
During the past year, respondents Frequently:
Revised their papers to improve their writing 36.4% 47.2%
Supported their opinions with a logical argument 51.4% 42.4%
Took a risk because they felt they had more to gain 42.9% 35.8%
Explored topics on their own, even though it was not required
for a class 34.6% 25.8%
Sought feedback on their academic work 35.4% 49.8%
Worked with other students on group projects 44.0% 53.2%

Alncludes "Frequently & Occassionally”.










Table 19 cont'd. - 2

Response Categories Male Female

5. During last year of high school spent more than

five hours per week:

Exercising or sports 55.3% 39.4%

Playing video/computer games 22.5% 4.7%

Spent at least 1 hour/week:

Volunteering 65.7% 75.7%

Student clubs 50.3% 63.1%

Household/childcare duties 74.5% 84.7%

Reading for pleasure 47.8% 62.6%

Playing video games 82.5% 34.9%

Online social networks 89.1% 95.0%

6. Habits of the mind

Revised their papers to improve their writing 36.4% 47.2%

Supported their opinions with a logical argument 51.4% 42.4%
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During the past year, respondents Frequently:
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Response Categories Male Female
. Student rated self above average or in highest 10% as compared with the

average person of his/her age in the following traits:
Academic ability 67.2% 45.3%
Self-confidence (intellectual) 65.6% 42.0%
Computer skills 47.2% 30.8%
Competiveness 70.3% 47.0%
Mathematical ability 47.4% 25.0%
Emotional health 56.0% 43.8%
Physical health 65.6% 45.2%
Self-confidence (social) 56.6% 43.8%
Popularity 39.5% 24.5%
Leadership ability 61.5% 51.9%
Public speaking ability 40.8% 29.4%
Self-understanding 64.0% 48.3%
Risk-taking 54.9% 36.0%
Expects to need tutoring or remedial work in:

Mathematics 30.6% 48.3%

Science 11.7% 21.4%
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Response Categories Male Female
Miles from permanent home

10 for fewer 23.1% 24.5%

11-50 49.6% 39.6%

51-100 18.3% 20.1%

More than 100 9.0% 15.8%
3. Do you have any concern about your ability to finance your

college education?

None (I am confident that | will have the funds) 30.5% 17.7%

Some (but | probably will have enough funds) 57.5% 62.7%

Major (not sure | will have enough funds) 12.0% 19.6%
4. Reasons noted as very important in deciding to go to college

To make me a more cultured person 35.8% 43.9%

To prepare myself for graduate or prof. school 60.6% 69.6%
5. Reasons noted as very important in influencing student's decision to
attend CSUSM

Wanting to go to a college this size 19.6% 35.7%

Good academic reputation 31.2% 44 .3%

Visit to campus 20.1% 32.6%
6. Objectives considered to be essential or very important

Helping others who are in difficulty 68.3% 77.7%

Develop a meaningful philosophy of life 50.6% 40.8%

Keeping up to date with political affairs 37.6% 27.9%

Becoming successful in own business 50.6% 41.3%
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Miles from permanent home
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5. Reasons noted as very important in influencing student's decision to 

attend CSUSM

Wanting to go to a college this size 19.6% 35.7%

Good academic reputation 31.2% 44.3%

Visit to campus 20.1% 32.6%
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Table 21. College Plans of Fall 2013 CIRP Survey Respondents by Gender  

(Percentages)
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Response Categories Male Female
. Chances are very good that student will

Socialize with someone of another racial/ethnic group 48.8% 58.8%
Get a job to help pay expenses 44.5% 59.5%
Join a social fraternity or sorority 9.5% 18.5%
Be satisfied with CSUSM 36.9% 47.8%
Have a roommate of a different race/ethnicity 21.7% 32.2%
Participate in volunteer or community service work 16.9% 33.2%
Play intercollegiate athletics 15.7% 8.7%

Play club, intramural or recreational sports 25.2% 16.2%
Communicate regularly with professors 26.9% 40.2%
Participate in student clubs 26.5% 43.8%
Participate in a study abroad program 14.4% 32.4%
Discuss course content with students outside of class 28.8% 41.4%
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Response Categories Male Female

. How respondents characterize political views

Conservative/Far right 19.8% 21.1%
Middle of the road 58.9% 48.4%
Liberal/Far left 21.3% 30.5%

. "Strongly agree/Agree somewhat" with the following statements:
The federal government should do more to control the sale of

handguns 51.3 69.9
A national health care plan is needed to cover everybody's

medical costs 59.5% 69.1%
Addressing global warming should be a federal priority 54.3% 62.9%

Gays and lesbians should have the legal right to adopt a
child 76.2% 86.0%
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medical costs 59.5% 69.1%

Addressing global warming should be a federal priority 54.3% 62.9%

Gays and lesbians should have the legal right to adopt a 

child 76.2% 86.0%

Table 23. Opinions of Fall 2013 CIRP Survey Respondents by Gender (Percentages)


       � A special thanks to Student Affairs, the Orientation leaders and the O-team for their help with this survey.


        � Colleges similar to CSUSM are defined as those whose average SAT Composite Score (Verbal + Math) of entering class is less than 985 (as reported by the respondent). 


	� Such colleges are defined as institutions that offer an array of bachelor's degree programs and may offer post- baccalaureate programs, but few, if any, doctoral programs.


	� Detailed results, including a summary of key differences, can be found in Appendix A, Tables 1 – 22.


	� Historically, the majority of our students who graduate take five or six years to do so.





