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Students Engagement at Cal State San Marcos:

Key Findings of the Spring 2012 National Survey of Student Engagement


The National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) is a nationally recognized survey that delves into the extent to which students at four-year colleges and universities engage in an array of good educational practices. Rather than asking about students' satisfaction with academic and other activities, as is typical of many surveys done on college campuses, many of the NSSE items ask respondents to estimate the amount of time they devote to various activities and the impact of their college education.
Data Collection Procedures


The 2012 administration of the NSSE took place in Spring 2012 and involved entering and exiting students at 546 four-year colleges and universities. Late in Fall 2011, our campus submitted lists our first-time freshmen and graduating seniors to the Center for Survey Research at Indiana University, which, in turn, distributed the survey to 1,432 CSUSM freshmen and 1,030 seniors in the Spring 2010 term. Of the more than 285,962 students who responded nationwide, 609 attended Cal State San Marcos. Close to 20% of freshmen and 31% of seniors in the San Marcos sample completed questionnaires, a response rate that is higher than other participating institutions. These respondents are largely representative of the larger groups from which they are drawn with a few exceptions: women are over-represented and, among seniors, traditional college age students are under-represented.
  


The first part of this report summarizes the differences between CSUSM and those of two groups of respondents: other Far-West Public campuses and other Master’s-level institutions participating in the 2012 NSSE. 
  The second part looks at the responses of freshmen and senior respondents separately
 and within those two groups, looks at responses by underrepresented minority (URM) status,
 first generation status
 and gender. Finally, because Cal State San Marcos has participated in the NSSE since its inception in 2000, we have accumulated valuable data about our students’ experiences over time. 
 When relevant, findings from these sets of longitudinal data are included in the report. 
CSUSM Respondents vs. Respondents from Comparison Campuses


NSSE findings show that CSUSM continues to be strong in the areas of academic challenge, diversity and active and collaborative learning.  Our campus is weaker than other participating campuses in terms of co-curricular involvement and the demand on our students’ time from activities that interfere with engagement. However, as will be discussed in this report, our first-year students, in particular, are reporting positive changes in many of these historically weaker areas. More importantly, the students who are most likely to be involved in activities that hinder engagement are also the most likely to see the campus as supportive of their non-academic needs. The table below summarizes NSSE findings at CSUSM compared with those at similar campuses. Complete results comparing CSUSM to similar campuses, can be found in Appendix C.
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Freshmen Respondents

Summary
Respondent Characteristics

CSUSM freshmen respondents differ from respondents from other participating campus in several key ways: they are more likely to be Hispanic, female, 19 years old or younger, and to have parents without a college degree. They are much less likely to be living on campus and more likely to be working, providing care for dependents, and spending more than 5 hours per week commuting—all activities that tend to interfere with student engagement. As shown below, the percentage of respondents living on campus has declined over time and the time spent commuting and caring for
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In comparison with other In comparison with other
Far West campuses , this Master's-level institutions, 



feature/element is a this feature/element is a



Academic Challenge



  Emphasis on writing clear strength clear strength



  Emphasis on studying (Senior) clear strength clear strength



  Emphasis on speaking clearly (Seniors) clear strength clear strength



Enriching Experiences
  Second language acquisition clear strength clear strength



  Opportunities for interaction with diverse
     racial and ethnic groups clear strength modest strength



  Emphasis on understanding people of other racial
      and ethnic backgrounds clear strength -



  Participation in co-curricular activities (Seniors) modest weakness modest weakness



Active & Collaborative Learning



  Class presentations clear strength clear strength



  Worked with other students on projects during class 
(Freshmen) clear strength -



   Participate in community-based project as part of
     a class (Seniors) clear strength



Campus Environment



  Providing assistance with non-academic respon. 
     responsibilities (e.g., work, family) (Freshmen) clear strength -



Other



  Lack of on-campus employment clear weakness clear weakness



  Distance lived from campus clear weakness clear weakness



  Time spent commuting to class clear weakness clear weakness



  Time spent on off-campus
     employment clear weakness clear weakness



   Time spent providing care for dependents (Freshmen) clear weakness modest weakness



  Students' satisfaction with their
      educational experience (Seniors) clear strength -



Summary of Key Differences between Cal State San Marcos and Comparison Campuses (NSSE; Spring 2012)



Note: A difference of more than 10% between the comparison percentages indicates a clear difference; a 5% -10% margin indicates a 
modest difference between the comparison campuses.
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Note: A difference of more than 10% between the comparison percentages indicates a clear difference; a 5% -10% margin indicates a 

modest difference between the comparison campuses.

[image: image19.emf]


0%	
  



10%	
  



20%	
  



30%	
  



40%	
  



50%	
  



60%	
  



70%	
  



80%	
  



Had	
  serious	
  conversa8ons	
  
with	
  students	
  of	
  differing	
  



race/ethnicity	
  



Had	
  serious	
  conversa8ons	
  
with	
  students	
  whose	
  
values/opinions	
  differ	
  



Worked	
  w/	
  others	
  during	
  
class	
  



Asked	
  Ques8on	
  in	
  class	
  



Collabora've	
  Ac'vi'es	
  Done	
  O2en/Very	
  O2en	
  by	
  	
  
First	
  Genera'on	
  Status	
  



First	
  Genera8on	
   Non-­‐First	
  Genera8on	
  










0%	

10%	

20%	

30%	

40%	

50%	

60%	

70%	

80%	

Had	serious	conversaons	

with	students	of	differing	

race/ethnicity	

Had	serious	conversaons	

with	students	whose	

values/opinions	differ	

Worked	w/	others	during	

class	

Asked	Queson	in	class	

Collabora ve	Ac vi es	Done	O en/Very	O en	by		

First	Genera on	Status	

First	Generaon	 Non-First	Generaon	

for dependents has increased. However, the percentage of respondents working or relaxing/socializing more than 11 hours/week, both activities that interfere with engagement, has decreased. 
Academic Challenge

Most freshmen respondents (86%) say that the CSUSM emphasizes spending significant time studying and 64% say they often or very often worked harder than they thought they could to meet an instructor’s standards. Although just over half say they spend more than 10 hours per week studying, this seems to be in line with respondents at similar campuses. The NSSE findings suggest that our freshmen are much more likely than those at comparison institutions to have done the following last semester:

· Written more than 4 papers between 5 and 19 pages

· Made a class presentation

· Worked with other students on projects during class

· Completed foreign language coursework

As a result, the vast majority of our freshmen say that their education has helped them be able to:

· Write clearly and effectively (82%)

· Speak clearly and effectively (84%)

· Work effectively with others (79%)

Campus Climate and Diversity


CSUSM respondents are generally positive about the campus’ commitment to diversity and about the support they have received. Two-thirds of freshmen respondents say that CSUSM encourages contact among students from different social and racial/ethnic backgrounds and more than half have had serious conversations with students who are different than themselve. More than 70% say that their education has contributed to their understanding of both themselves and of people of other racial and ethnic backgrounds—a higher percentage than respondents at comparison campuses. Most say they include diverse perspectives in their assignments and have learned something that changed their views on a issue. CSUSM respondents are also more likely than others to say that the campus provides support for social and other non-academic needs and that they receive prompt feedback from faculty on their academic performance. A majority have discussed grades, assignments or career plans with faculty members. 
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Overall rating of their time at CSUSM

The vast majority of freshmen gave high ratings to their educational experience at CSUSM with ratings increasing from 79% rating their experience as good or excellent in 2005 to 90% in 2012. Similarly, 83% of respondents say they would choose CSUSM again if they had to start over compared with 65% in the Spring 2005 survey. As one first-year student commented: “Excellent university, it has good professors, great sports programs, and its a clean campus.” 
Underrepresented Minority (URM) vs. Non-underrepresented Minority Students


Although URM respondents are no more likely than non-URM respondents to work off campus or provide care for dependents, they are more likely than non-URM to say the campus provides help to students with non-academic responsibilities (58% vs. 46%). URM students are less likely than non-URM students to: 
· Use email to help with class assignments (47% vs. 58%) 

· Work with other students on projects during class (42% vs. 54%)  
· Discuss grades or assignments with an instructor (31% vs. 58%)

· Exercise (41% vs. 55%)

· Spend more than 10 hours/week relaxing and socializing (25% vs. 54%)

First Generation vs. Non-First Generation Students

More than one-third (38%) of our freshmen respondents are first generation college students
 and findings show that they are different from students who have at least one parent with a college education in both their characteristics and their college experiences. First generation students are more likely to be female, Hispanic, live off campus and to attend school part-time. As shown below, they are more likely to be involved in activities that hinder academic engagement (working and caring for dependents) and spend less time relaxing than non-first generation students. They are also less likely to spend more than 10 hours per week studying (46% vs. 61%) or to have earned “mostly A’s” (24% vs. 41%). As shown in the second figure they are less likely to engage in collaborative activities inside and outside of the classroom. As a group, first generation students face obstacles to succeeding in college but they are also more likely to believe the campus [image: image21.emf]


0	
  



10	
  



20	
  



30	
  



40	
  



50	
  



60	
  



70	
  



80	
  



2002	
   2003	
   2005	
   2006	
   2008	
   2010	
   2012	
  



Pe
rc
en



ta
ge
s	
  



Survey	
  year	
  



Academic	
  Challenge	
  by	
  Survey	
  Year	
  



Worked	
  harder	
  	
  than	
  I	
  
thought	
  I	
  could	
  to	
  
meet	
  an	
  instructor's	
  
standards	
  



Studied	
  more	
  than	
  10	
  
hrs./	
  week	
  










0	

10	

20	

30	

40	

50	

60	

70	

80	

2002	 2003	 2005	 2006	 2008	 2010	 2012	

P

e

r

c

e

n

t

a

g

e

s

	

Survey	year	

Academic	Challenge	by	Survey	Year	

Worked	harder		than	I	

thought	I	could	to	

meet	an	instructor's	

standards	

Studied	more	than	10	

hrs./	week	

provides help with non-academic needs.
[image: image22.emf]


0	
  



10	
  



20	
  



30	
  



40	
  



50	
  



60	
  



70	
  



80	
  



2002	
   2003	
   2005	
   2006	
   2010	
   2012	
  



Pe
rc
en



ta
ge
s	
  



Survey	
  Year	
  



Academic	
  Ac4vites	
  by	
  Survey	
  year	
  



Wrote	
  more	
  than	
  10	
  short	
  
papers	
  



Wrote	
  at	
  least	
  1	
  long	
  
paper	
  



Read	
  more	
  than	
  10	
  
assigned	
  books	
  










0	

10	

20	

30	

40	

50	

60	

70	

80	

2002	 2003	 2005	 2006	 2010	 2012	

P

e

r

c

e

n

t

a

g

e

s

	

Survey	Year	

Academic	Ac vites	by	Survey	year	

Wrote	more	than	10	short	

papers	

Wrote	at	least	1	long	

paper	

Read	more	than	10	

assigned	books	


Men vs. women


Although men and women are equally likely to say they are happy overall with their time at CSUSM, their characteristics and many of their activities during their first semester are quite different. Women are more likely to be Hispanic or multiracial and to plan to major in nursing They are also more likely than men to make higher grades their first semester and to come to class prepared. However, men are more likely to do the following activities that tend to increase engagement:

· Participate in co-curricular activities
· Read books for personal enjoyment (not assigned for a class)
· Ask questions in class

· Discuss readings/class with faculty outside of class

· Have serious conversations with students different from themselves  
Senior Respondents
Summary

CSUSM senior respondents are much like those elsewhere with a few exceptions: they more likely to be Hispanic (27% vs. 11% - 12%), to be transfer students (67% vs. 51% from Master’s Level campuses) and much less likely to live within walking distance of campus (9% vs. 30% - 35%). 

More than anything, our senior respondents have changed over time, sometimes in contradictory ways. Respondents to the 2012 NSSE are much more likely than respondents from earlier surveys to say they studied more and worked harder than they thought they could, yet they report writing and reading less than respondents in previous surveys. 
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Active and collaborative learning activities continue to be an important feature of our campus and the percentage of senior respondents who are involved in community service has been steadily increasing. Meanwhile, in-class activities, such as class presentations and group work, have decreased the last few years. One important area showing positive change for our seniors is the increase in faculty interaction as shown in the figure below on the right. 
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Finally, much like our freshmen respondents, a majority of seniors are happy with their overall experience at CSUSM. Both groups showed a decline in their ratings of the university in the Spring 2005 survey, with a bump up in 2006; however, unlike freshmen respondents, seniors’ ratings declined after 2006.
Underrepresented Minority (URM) vs. Non-underrepresented Minority Students


Underrepresented minority senior respondents are more likely than non-URM seniors to have done volunteer work, included diverse perspectives in their assignments and to say that CSUSM has contributed to their understand of people of other racial and ethnic backgrounds. However, they are less likely to report interacting with faculty in the following ways:
· Discussing grades or assignments 

· Working with faculty on research projects

· Receiving prompt feedback on coursework

First Generation vs. Non-First Generation Students


Senior respondents who are considered first generation college students are more likely than non-first generation students to be Hispanic, over 25 years old and to be providing care for dependents who live with them. They report spending more than 10 hours per week studying yet they are less likely to be making “mostly As”. They are also more likely to say that their college education substantially contributed to the following abilities:
· Using computing and information technology

· Solving complex real-world problems

· Contributing the welfare of their communities

· Improving their job or work-related knowledge and skills
Men vs. Women


Although male and female freshmen are just as likely to be traditional college age (i.e. 22 or younger), male senior respondents are much more likely than females to be over 25 (55% vs. 35%). They are also more likely to work more than 20 hours per week and to spend time on leisure activities--both activities that tend to lower engagement with studies. Men are also somewhat less likely than women to say they are happy with their experience here (84% vs. 90%) or that they would choose CSUSM again. 
Appendix A
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Institution Name City State Institution Name City State



California State University-Chico
Chico



CA Adams State University Alamosa CO



California State University-Dominguez Hills
Carson



CA Alvernia University Reading PA



Central Washington University
Ellensburg



WA Avila University Kansas City MO



Evergreen State College, The Olympia WA Butler University Indianapolis IN



Nevada State College at Henderson Henderson NV Centenary College Hackettstown NJ



Oregon Institute of Technology Klamath Falls OR Central Washington University Ellensburg WA



Sonoma State University Rohnert Park CA College of Mount St. Joseph Cincinnati OH



Southern Oregon University Ashland OR College of Saint Scholastica, The Duluth MN



University of Nevada-Las Vegas Las Vegas NV Colorado Technical University Denver CO



University of Oregon Eugene OR Columbia College Chicago Chicago IL



Washington State University Pullman WA Cumberland University Lebanon TN
Curry College Milton MA
Davenport University Grand Rapids MI
DeVry University-Texas Irving TX
Elmhurst College Elmhurst IL



Fayetteville State University Fayetteville NC
Grambling State University Grambling LA
Hood College Frederick MD
Husson University Bangor ME
Indiana University Northwest Gary IN
Indiana University South Bend South Bend IN
Lee University Cleveland TN
Madonna University Livonia MI
Manhattan College Bronx NY
Mansfield University of Pennsylvania Mansfield PA
Midwestern State University Wichita Falls TX
Misericordia University Dallas PA
Mount St. Mary's University Emmitsburg MD
New England College Henniker NH
New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology Socorro NM
Nicholls State University Thibodaux LA
North Central College Naperville IL
Oklahoma Christian University Edmond OK
Otterbein University Westerville OH
Palm Beach Atlantic University-West Palm Beach West Palm Beach FL
Queens University of Charlotte Charlotte NC
Ramapo College of New Jersey Mahwah NJ
Richard Stockton College of New Jersey, The Galloway NJ
Rosemont College Rosemont PA
Rutgers University-Camden Camden NJ
Siena Heights University Adrian MI
Sierra Nevada College Incline Village NV
Southern Arkansas University Magnolia AR
Southern University at New Orleans New Orleans LA
Southwestern College Winfield KS
Southwestern Oklahoma State University Weatherford OK
Truman State University Kirksville MO
University of Minnesota-Duluth Duluth MN
University of Montevallo Montevallo AL
University of Sacred Heart Santurce PR
University of Saint Mary Leavenworth KS
University of South Florida-St. Petersburg Campus St. Petersburg FL
University of Tennessee Martin, The Martin TN
University of Texas at Brownsville, The Brownsville TX
University of Texas of the Permian Basin, The Odessa TX
Upper Iowa University Fayette IA
Wagner College Staten Island NY
Walsh University North Canton OH
Western New England University Springfield MA
Western New Mexico University Silver City NM
Westminster College Salt Lake City UT
Winston-Salem State University Winston-Salem NC
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Sonoma State University Rohnert Park CA College of Mount St. Joseph Cincinnati OH

Southern Oregon University Ashland OR College of Saint Scholastica, The Duluth MN

University of Nevada-Las Vegas Las Vegas NV Colorado Technical University Denver CO

University of Oregon Eugene OR Columbia College Chicago Chicago IL

Washington State University Pullman WA Cumberland University Lebanon TN

Curry College Milton MA

Davenport University Grand Rapids MI

DeVry University-Texas Irving TX

Elmhurst College Elmhurst IL

Fayetteville State University Fayetteville NC

Grambling State University Grambling LA

Hood College Frederick MD

Husson University Bangor ME

Indiana University Northwest Gary IN

Indiana University South Bend South Bend IN

Lee University Cleveland TN

Madonna University Livonia MI

Manhattan College Bronx NY

Mansfield University of Pennsylvania Mansfield PA

Midwestern State University Wichita Falls TX

Misericordia University Dallas PA

Mount St. Mary's University Emmitsburg MD

New England College Henniker NH

New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology Socorro NM

Nicholls State University Thibodaux LA

North Central College Naperville IL

Oklahoma Christian University Edmond OK

Otterbein University Westerville OH

Palm Beach Atlantic University-West Palm Beach West Palm Beach FL

Queens University of Charlotte Charlotte NC

Ramapo College of New Jersey Mahwah NJ

Richard Stockton College of New Jersey, The Galloway NJ

Rosemont College Rosemont PA

Rutgers University-Camden Camden NJ

Siena Heights University Adrian MI

Sierra Nevada College Incline Village NV

Southern Arkansas University Magnolia AR

Southern University at New Orleans New Orleans LA

Southwestern College Winfield KS

Southwestern Oklahoma State University Weatherford OK

Truman State University Kirksville MO

University of Minnesota-Duluth Duluth MN

University of Montevallo Montevallo AL

University of Sacred Heart Santurce PR

University of Saint Mary Leavenworth KS

University of South Florida-St. Petersburg Campus St. Petersburg FL

University of Tennessee Martin, The Martin TN

University of Texas at Brownsville, The Brownsville TX

University of Texas of the Permian Basin, The Odessa TX

Upper Iowa University Fayette IA

Wagner College Staten Island NY

Walsh University North Canton OH

Western New England University Springfield MA

Western New Mexico University Silver City NM

Westminster College Salt Lake City UT

Winston-Salem State University Winston-Salem NC

"Far West" NSSE ComparisonGroup "Carnegie Class" NSSE ComparisonGroup


APPENDIX B
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First-time Percentage of
Freshmen Respondents (No. of freshmen



Completing Spring 2012 Among All on which



Characteristic Survey Freshmen Freshmen percentage based)



All Respondents * 254 1,372 18.5 (1,342)



1. Gender 
  Women 72.4 59.2 21.7 (1,272) Chi-square 15.32 (.000); df=1



  Men 27.6 40.8 13.3 (804) Cramer's V=.106



    Total 100.0 100.0



2. Age at Entry to CSUSM
  18 or younger 77.6 78.5 18.7 (1,051) NS



  19 years old 20.1 20.0 19.0 (269)
  20 or older 2.4 1.5 27.3 (16)



    Total 100.0 100.0



3. Racial and Ethnic Background 
    African American 0.7 3.5 2.6 (38)
    Asian/Filipino 10.0 9.9 20.0 (140)
    Pacific Islander 0.3 0.4 25.0 (4)
    Latino/a 42.4 37.6 20.9 (534)
    Native American 0.3 0.4 33.3 (2)



  White 34.5 33.8 18.1 (459)



  Unknown (and other) 4.1 5.3 15.2 (66)
  Non-US citizen 2.4 2.0 16.2 (37)
  Multiple race 5.2 7.0 13.3 (90)



    Total 100.0 100.0



4. Major Discipline 
  Undeclared 13.8 15.7 16.7 (210)
  Pre-Business 13.0 16.6 15.1 (219)
  Humanities 4.7 5.7 15.8 (76) NS



  Social science 19.3 20.6 17.6 (279)
  Math & science 14.6 15.7 17.4 (213)
  Liberal studies 5.9 4.3 23.8 (63)
  Nursing (includes pre-nursing) 17.7 14.0 22.4 (201)
  Health Sciences 11.0 7.4 25.2 (111)



    Total 100.0 100.0



5. Attendance Status^
   Full-time (12 or more units) 87.4 86.9 18.6 (1,193) NS



   Part-time 12.6 13.1 17.9 (179)
    Total 100.0 100.0



* Includes only those respondents who could be matched, by Student ID, with ERSS data. Demographics based on ERSS data.



^ Excludes remediation courses



Table 1. Selected Characteristics of All Freshmen Enrolled in Spring 2012 and Those Responding 
to Spring 2012 NSSE Survey (Percentages)










First-time Percentage of

Freshmen Respondents

(No. of freshmen

Completing Spring 2012 Among All

on which

Characteristic

Survey Freshmen Freshmen

percentage based)

All Respondents * 254 1,372 18.5

(1,342)

1. Gender 

  Women 72.4 59.2 21.7

(1,272)

Chi-square 15.32 (.000); df=1

  Men 27.6 40.8 13.3

(804)

Cramer's V=.106

    Total 100.0 100.0

2. Age at Entry to CSUSM

  18 or younger 77.6 78.5 18.7

(1,051)

NS

  19 years old 20.1 20.0 19.0

(269)

  20 or older 2.4 1.5 27.3

(16)

    Total 100.0 100.0

3. Racial and Ethnic Background 

    African American 0.7 3.5

2.6

(38)

    Asian/Filipino 10.0 9.9

20.0

(140)

    Pacific Islander 0.3 0.4

25.0

(4)

    Latino/a 42.4 37.6

20.9

(534)

    Native American 0.3 0.4

33.3

(2)

  White 34.5 33.8 18.1

(459)

  Unknown (and other) 4.1 5.3 15.2

(66)

  Non-US citizen 2.4 2.0 16.2

(37)

  Multiple race 5.2 7.0 13.3

(90)

    Total 100.0 100.0

4. Major Discipline 

  Undeclared 13.8 15.7 16.7

(210)

  Pre-Business 13.0 16.6 15.1

(219)

  Humanities 4.7 5.7 15.8

(76)

NS

  Social science 19.3 20.6 17.6

(279)

  Math & science 14.6 15.7 17.4

(213)

  Liberal studies 5.9 4.3 23.8

(63)

  Nursing (includes pre-nursing) 17.7 14.0 22.4

(201)

  Health Sciences 11.0 7.4 25.2

(111)

    Total 100.0 100.0

5. Attendance Status^

   Full-time 

(12 or more units)

87.4 86.9 18.6(1,193)

NS

   Part-time 12.6 13.1 17.9

(179)

    Total 100.0 100.0

* Includes only those respondents who could be matched, by Student ID, with ERSS data. Demographics based on ERSS data.

^ Excludes remediation courses

Table 1. Selected Characteristics of All Freshmen Enrolled in Spring 2012 and Those Responding 

to Spring 2012 NSSE Survey (Percentages)
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Seniors Percentage of (No. of seniors



Completing All Respondents on which



Characteristic Survey Seniors Among Seniors percentage based)



All Respondents 318 1,030 30.9 (1,030)



1. Gender (Percentages)
  Women 73.3 63.5 63.5 (684) Chi-square 18.97 (.000); df=1



  Men 26.7 36.5 36.5 (376) Cramer's V=.136



    Total 100.0 100.0



2. Age at time of survey
  22 or younger 34.3 39.0 28.8 (378)
  23 - 25 35.2 36.1 28.4 (394) Chi-square 16.92 (.001); df=1



  26 - 35 22.0 19.5 33.3 (210) Cramer's V=.128



  36 or older 8.5 5.5 56.3 (48)



    Total 100.0 100.0



3. Racial and Ethnic Background 
  Minority 40.3 40.5 30.7 (417) NS



    African American 3.1 3.0 32.3 (31)
    Asian 7.9 9.4 25.8 (97)
    Filipino & Pacific Islander 0.0 0.4 0.0 (4)
    Latino/a 28.0 27.1 31.9 (279)
    Native American 1.3 0.6 66.7 (6)



  White 44.0 46.4 29.3 (478)



  Unknown 11.9 10.0 36.9 (103)
  Multiple race 1.9 1.4 42.9 (14)
  More than one race 1.9 1.7 33.3 (18)



    Total 100.0 100.0



4. Major Discipline 
  Business 16.4 13.5 37.4 (139) NS



  Humanities 7.9 10.6 22.9 (109)
  Social science 33.6 36.9 28.2 (380)
  Math & science 10.7 9.8 33.7 (101)
  Liberal studies 8.2 8.3 30.6 (85)
  Nursing 4.4 3.6 37.8 (37)
  Health Sciences 18.9 17.4 33.5 (179)



    Total 100.0 100.0



5. Entry Status
  First-time freshmen 32.8 37.0 27.4 (380) NS



  Transfer student 67.2 63.0 32.9 (647)



    Total 100.0 100.0



8. Number of academic years CSUSM 
  One 31.1 27.5 35.0 (283) NS



  Two 26.4 25.1 32.4 (259)
  Three 13.8 15.7 27.2 (162)
  Four 18.6 20.3 28.2 (209)
  Five 6.6 7.2 28.4 (74)



  Six or more 3.5 4.2 25.6 (43)



Table 2. Selected Characteristics of Seniors Seniors Likely to Graduate in Spring 2010  and 
Those Responding to Spring 2010 NSSE Survey (Percentages)



9. Attendance Status
   Full-time (12 or more units) 79.9 78.4 31.4 (808) NS



   Part-time 20.1 22.2 28.8 (222)



    Total 100.0 100.0



11. CSUSM Grade Point Average 
  Under 2.00 1.3 2.0 20.0 (20) Chi-square = 21.45  (.001); df=4



  2.00 to 2.49 7.6 12.9 18.1 (127) Cramer's V=.147



  2.50 to 2.99 23.0 25.6 27.7 (253)
  3.00 to 3.49 32.2 31.4 31.6 (310)
  3.50 to 4.00 35.9 28.1 39.4 (277)



    Total 100.0 100.0
    (No. of graduating seniors) (377) (984)



Source: ERSS files










Seniors Percentage of

(No. of seniors

Completing All Respondents

on which

Characteristic

Survey Seniors Among Seniors

percentage based)

All Respondents 318 1,030 30.9

(1,030)

1. Gender (Percentages)

  Women 73.3 63.5 63.5

(684)

Chi-square 18.97 (.000); df=1

  Men 26.7 36.5 36.5

(376)

Cramer's V=.136

    Total 100.0 100.0

2. Age at time of survey

  22 or younger 34.3 39.0 28.8

(378)

  23 - 25 35.2 36.1 28.4

(394)

Chi-square 16.92 (.001); df=1

  26 - 35 22.0 19.5 33.3

(210)

Cramer's V=.128

  36 or older 8.5 5.5 56.3

(48)

    Total 100.0 100.0

3. Racial and Ethnic Background 

  Minority 40.3 40.5 30.7

(417)

NS

    African American 3.1 3.0 32.3(31)

    Asian 7.9 9.4 25.8(97)

    Filipino & Pacific Islander 0.0 0.4 0.0(4)

    Latino/a 28.0 27.1 31.9(279)

    Native American 1.3 0.6 66.7(6)

  White 44.0 46.4 29.3

(478)

  Unknown 11.9 10.0 36.9

(103)

  Multiple race 1.9 1.4 42.9

(14)

  More than one race 1.9 1.7 33.3

(18)

    Total 100.0 100.0

4. Major Discipline 

  Business 16.4 13.5 37.4

(139)

NS

  Humanities 7.9 10.6 22.9

(109)

  Social science 33.6 36.9 28.2

(380)

  Math & science 10.7 9.8 33.7

(101)

  Liberal studies 8.2 8.3 30.6

(85)

  Nursing 4.4 3.6 37.8

(37)

  Health Sciences 18.9 17.4 33.5

(179)

    Total 100.0 100.0

5. Entry Status

  First-time freshmen 32.8 37.0 27.4

(380)

NS

  Transfer student 67.2 63.0 32.9

(647)

    Total 100.0 100.0

8. Number of academic years CSUSM 

  One 31.1 27.5 35.0

(283)

NS

  Two 26.4 25.1 32.4

(259)

  Three 13.8 15.7 27.2

(162)

  Four 18.6 20.3 28.2

(209)

  Five 6.6 7.2 28.4

(74)

  Six or more 3.5 4.2 25.6

(43)

Table 2. Selected Characteristics of Seniors Seniors Likely to Graduate in Spring 2010  and 

Those Responding to Spring 2010 NSSE Survey (Percentages)

9. Attendance Status

   Full-time 

(12 or more units)

79.9 78.4 31.4

(808)

NS

   Part-time 20.1 22.2 28.8

(222)

    Total 100.0 100.0

11. CSUSM Grade Point Average 

  Under 2.00 1.3 2.0 20.0

(20)

Chi-square = 21.45  (.001); df=4

  2.00 to 2.49 7.6 12.9 18.1

(127)

Cramer's V=.147

  2.50 to 2.99 23.0 25.6 27.7

(253)

  3.00 to 3.49 32.2 31.4 31.6

(310)

  3.50 to 4.00 35.9 28.1 39.4

(277)

    Total 100.0 100.0

    (No. of graduating seniors) (377) (984)

Source: ERSS files


APPENDIX C

Tables
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Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie
Characteristic San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class



1. Age
     19 or younger 94.6% 87.6% 77.5% 0.0% 0.6% 0.3%
     20-23 4.6% 9.0% 11.0% 46.0% 49.1% 53.2%



     24 - 39 0.5% 2.4% 8.0% 46.8% 37.8% 31.1%
     Over 39 0.3% 1.0% 3.5% 7.2% 12.5% 15.4%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
    (No. of respondents) (251) (3,211) (9,688) (287) (6,129) (13,249)



2. Gender (institution provided)
   Men 38.8% 44.7% 44.1% 36.5% 45.1% 38.9%
   Women 61.2% 55.3% 55.9% 63.5% 54.9% 61.1%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
    (No. of respondents) (234) (3,011) (9,087) (278) (5,820) (12,532)



3. Racial and Ethnic Background
  Underrepresented Minority 52.3% 31.3% 29.4% 40.8% 26.2% 25.5%
      African American/Black 0.6% 4.0% 12.8% 3.5% 5.3% 11.1%
      Am. Ind./Alaska Native 0.3% 0.5% 0.7% 1.1% 0.8% 0.6%
      Asian/Pacific Islander 10.5% 9.5% 2.6% 9.2% 8.2% 2.7%
      Hispanic 41.0% 17.3% 13.3% 26.9% 12.0% 11.1%
  White 34.0% 53.5% 60.2% 43.5% 60.6% 66.0%
  Foreign 2.7% 3.7% 2.7% 2.2% 2.0% 2.4%
  Multi-racial 5.3% 8.2% 1.7% 1.7% 4.7% 1.3%
  Other/Unknown 5.7% 3.2% 6.0% 11.7% 6.5% 4.8%
    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
    (No. of respondents) (290) (3,788) (10,256) (319) (6,799) (13,341)



4. Percentage of Internat'l. Students Among Respondents 5.8% 6.4% 5.9% 3.1% 4.8% 5.4%
    (No. of respondents) (248) (3,186) (9,614) (287) (6,096) (13,203)



5. Percentage Beginning College at Current Institution 98.3% 92.1% 86.0% 33.4% 37.3% 48.5%
    (No. of respondents) (250) (3,205) (9,668) (289) (6,123) (13,255)



6. Attending School Full-time 91.0% 94.3% 91.6% 78.4% 79.5% 76.1%
    (No. of respondents) (290) (3,807) (11,177) (319) (6,836) (14,609)



7. Major or Expected Major^
Arts and Humanities 11.6% 14.5% 15.0% 14.0% 14.7% 13.9%
Biological Science 11.5% 10.4% 8.6% 5.6% 7.4% 6.3%
Business 16.7% 14.0% 15.5% 17.5% 18.4% 21.7%
Education 0.7% 4.8% 8.1% 0.9% 5.5% 10.4%
Engineering 0.9% 5.9% 4.2% 0.0% 5.8% 2.9%
Physical Science 2.3% 3.1% 3.1% 2.3% 3.4% 3.1%
Professional (other) 15.3% 11.5% 14.9% 5.7% 9.8% 13.1%
Social Science 9.7% 12.8% 10.3% 23.0% 18.1% 13.6%
Other 28.5% 18.0% 17.6% 30.9% 16.8% 15.1%
Undecided 2.8% 5.0% 2.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (247) (3,093) (9,437) (286) (6,011) (13,021)



Table 3. Selected Characteristics of  NSSE Respondents by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 Percentages)



Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents










Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie

Characteristic

San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class

1. Age

     19 or younger 94.6% 87.6% 77.5% 0.0% 0.6% 0.3%

     20-23 4.6% 9.0% 11.0% 46.0% 49.1% 53.2%

     24 - 39 0.5% 2.4% 8.0% 46.8% 37.8% 31.1%

     Over 39 0.3% 1.0% 3.5% 7.2% 12.5% 15.4%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

    (No. of respondents) (251) (3,211) (9,688) (287) (6,129) (13,249)

2. Gender (institution provided)

   Men 38.8% 44.7% 44.1% 36.5% 45.1% 38.9%

   Women 61.2% 55.3% 55.9% 63.5% 54.9% 61.1%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

    (No. of respondents) (234) (3,011) (9,087) (278) (5,820) (12,532)

3. Racial and Ethnic Background

  Underrepresented Minority 52.3% 31.3% 29.4% 40.8% 26.2% 25.5%

      African American/Black 0.6% 4.0% 12.8% 3.5% 5.3% 11.1%

      Am. Ind./Alaska Native 0.3% 0.5% 0.7% 1.1% 0.8% 0.6%

      Asian/Pacific Islander 10.5% 9.5% 2.6% 9.2% 8.2% 2.7%

      Hispanic 41.0% 17.3% 13.3% 26.9% 12.0% 11.1%

  White 34.0% 53.5% 60.2% 43.5% 60.6% 66.0%

  Foreign 2.7% 3.7% 2.7% 2.2% 2.0% 2.4%

  Multi-racial 5.3% 8.2% 1.7% 1.7% 4.7% 1.3%

  Other/Unknown 5.7% 3.2% 6.0% 11.7% 6.5% 4.8%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

    (No. of respondents) (290) (3,788) (10,256) (319) (6,799) (13,341)

4. Percentage of Internat'l. Students Among Respondents 5.8% 6.4% 5.9% 3.1% 4.8% 5.4%

    (No. of respondents) (248) (3,186) (9,614) (287) (6,096) (13,203)

5. Percentage Beginning College at Current Institution 98.3% 92.1% 86.0% 33.4% 37.3% 48.5%

    (No. of respondents) (250) (3,205) (9,668) (289) (6,123) (13,255)

6. Attending School Full-time 91.0% 94.3% 91.6% 78.4% 79.5% 76.1%

    (No. of respondents) (290) (3,807) (11,177) (319) (6,836) (14,609)

7. Major or Expected Major^

Arts and Humanities 11.6% 14.5% 15.0% 14.0% 14.7% 13.9%

Biological Science 11.5% 10.4% 8.6% 5.6% 7.4% 6.3%

Business 16.7% 14.0% 15.5% 17.5% 18.4% 21.7%

Education 0.7% 4.8% 8.1% 0.9% 5.5% 10.4%

Engineering 0.9% 5.9% 4.2% 0.0% 5.8% 2.9%

Physical Science 2.3% 3.1% 3.1% 2.3% 3.4% 3.1%

Professional (other) 15.3% 11.5% 14.9% 5.7% 9.8% 13.1%

Social Science 9.7% 12.8% 10.3% 23.0% 18.1% 13.6%

Other 28.5% 18.0% 17.6% 30.9% 16.8% 15.1%

Undecided 2.8% 5.0% 2.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (247) (3,093) (9,437) (286) (6,011) (13,021)

Table 3. Selected Characteristics of  NSSE Respondents by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 Percentages)

Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents
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Table 3 cont'd. - 2



Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie
Characteristic San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class



8. Where are you living this year while attending college?
   Dormitory or other campus housing 22.2% 54.0% 55.7% 1.3% 4.2% 13.0%
   Residence (e.g., house or apartment) within walking distance 3.4% 12.1% 7.4% 7.7% 30.7% 16.9%
   Residence (e.g., house or apartment) within driving distance 67.7% 29.6% 32.3% 86.7% 56.9% 59.4%
   Fraternity or sorority house 0.0% 1.1% 0.1% 0.0% 0.8% 0.4%
   None of the above 6.8% 3.2% 4.4% 4.3% 7.4% 10.3%



   Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
    (No. of respondents) (250) (3,183) (9,615) (288) (6,092) (13,173)



9. Member of Social Fraternity or Sorority 5.1% 8.3% 6.6% 6.1% 7.0% 9.3%
    (No. of respondents) (250) (3,199) (9,650) (288) (6,118) (13,218)



10. Father's educational attainment
   High school or less 47.7% 37.5% 40.5% 39.8% 35.6% 42.7%
   Some college* 20.7% 23.8% 24.3% 30.8% 25.8% 23.9%
   Bachelor's education 19.4% 23.2% 21.6% 18.2% 23.0% 20.9%
   Graduate education 12.1% 15.5% 13.5% 11.3% 15.6% 12.5%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
    (No. of respondents) (246) (3,147) (9,523) (281) (6,042) (13,074)



11. Mother's educational attainment
   High school or less 46.5% 31.5% 31.3% 39.0% 35.0% 38.6%
   Some college** 20.4% 28.8% 30.4% 35.1% 29.6% 28.6%
   Bachelor's education 24.8% 25.9% 25.2% 17.9% 23.1% 21.5%
   Graduate education 8.2% 13.7% 13.1% 7.9% 12.3% 11.3%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
    (No. of respondents) (248) (3,164) (9,566) (284) (6,077) (13,115)



Note: figures in bold indicate that a pair of percentages is moderately different, while bolded figures in a shaded cell denote a significantly different pair of percentages.
* Figures include parents who completed an AA degree. 
^ The categories for major were determined by NSSE based on majors written by respondents. Liberal Studies was not a distinct category and is included in the 
"Arts & Humanities" area.



Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents










Table 3 cont'd. - 2

Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie

Characteristic

San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class

8. Where are you living this year while attending college?

   Dormitory or other campus housing  22.2% 54.0% 55.7% 1.3% 4.2% 13.0%

   Residence 

(e.g., house or apartment)

 within walking distance 3.4% 12.1% 7.4% 7.7% 30.7% 16.9%

   Residence 

(e.g., house or apartment)

 within driving distance 67.7% 29.6% 32.3% 86.7% 56.9% 59.4%

   Fraternity or sorority house 0.0% 1.1% 0.1% 0.0% 0.8% 0.4%

   None of the above 6.8% 3.2% 4.4% 4.3% 7.4% 10.3%

   Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

    (No. of respondents) (250) (3,183) (9,615) (288) (6,092) (13,173)

9. Member of Social Fraternity or Sorority 5.1% 8.3% 6.6% 6.1% 7.0% 9.3%

    (No. of respondents) (250) (3,199) (9,650) (288) (6,118) (13,218)

10. Father's educational attainment

   High school or less 47.7% 37.5% 40.5% 39.8% 35.6% 42.7%

   Some college* 20.7% 23.8% 24.3% 30.8% 25.8% 23.9%

   Bachelor's education 19.4% 23.2% 21.6% 18.2% 23.0% 20.9%

   Graduate education 12.1% 15.5% 13.5% 11.3% 15.6% 12.5%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

    (No. of respondents) (246) (3,147) (9,523) (281) (6,042) (13,074)

11. Mother's educational attainment

   High school or less 46.5% 31.5% 31.3% 39.0% 35.0% 38.6%

   Some college** 20.4% 28.8% 30.4% 35.1% 29.6% 28.6%

   Bachelor's education 24.8% 25.9% 25.2% 17.9% 23.1% 21.5%

   Graduate education 8.2% 13.7% 13.1% 7.9% 12.3% 11.3%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

    (No. of respondents) (248) (3,164) (9,566) (284) (6,077) (13,115)

Note: figures in bold indicate that a pair of percentages is moderately different, while bolded figures in a shaded cell denote a significantly different pair of percentages.

* Figures include parents who completed an AA degree. 

^ The categories for major were determined by NSSE based on majors written by respondents. Liberal Studies was not a distinct category and is included in the 

"Arts & Humanities" area.

Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents
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Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie
Number of Hours Typically Spent San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class



Fosters Engagement with Studies
  Preparing for class (e.g., studying, reading, writing, rehearsing)
    10 or fewer hours per week 44.7% 38.7% 41.8% 37.8% 34.6% 39.8%
         Zero hours per week 0.0% 0.2% 0.4% 0% 0% 0%
         1 - 5 hours per week 19.6% 13.0% 16.4% 13% 12% 15%
         6 - 10 hours per week 25.1% 25.4% 25.0% 24% 22% 24%
    11 or more hours per week 55.3% 61.3% 58.2% 62.2% 65.4% 60.2%
       11 - 20 hours per week 37.2% 39.5% 38.2% 36% 36% 36%
       More than 20 hours per week 18.1% 21.8% 20.0% 26% 29% 24%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100% 100% 100%
    (No. of respondents) (260) (3,315) (9,973) (296) (6,295) (13,508)



  Working for Pay On Campus
   No 91% 84% 81% 85.9% 74.7% 74.5%
   Yes 9% 16% 19% 14% 25% 26%
       1 - 5 hours per week 1% 3% 4% 1% 4% 5%
       6 - 10 hours per week 3% 4% 7% 3% 6% 7%
     11 - 20 hours per week 4% 8% 7% 9% 12% 11%
    More than 20 hours per week 0% 1% 1% 1% 3% 3%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100% 100% 100%
    (No. of respondents) (259) (3,313) (9,975) (294) (6,285) (13,476)



  Participation in co-curricular activities
   (e.g., campus organ. or publications, student government, sports, fraternities/sororities)
   None 53% 46% 42% 60% 54% 52%
   Some 47% 54% 58% 40% 46% 48%
       1 - 5 hours per week 23% 26% 28% 20% 24% 25%
       6 - 10 hours per week 10% 13% 13% 9% 11% 10%
     11 - 20 hours per week 8% 10% 12% 7% 8% 9%
     More than 20 hours per week 5% 5% 5% 3% 4% 5%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
    (No. of respondents) (258) (3,324) (9,983) (297) (6,294) (13,533)



Table 4. Number of Hours NSSE Respondents Typically Spend on Selected Activities by Class Level and Respondent Grouping 
(Spring 2012 Percentages)



Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents










Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie

Number of Hours Typically Spent

San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class

Fosters Engagement with Studies

  Preparing for class 

(e.g., studying, reading, writing, rehearsing)

    10 or fewer hours per week 44.7% 38.7% 41.8% 37.8% 34.6% 39.8%

         Zero hours per week 0.0% 0.2% 0.4% 0% 0% 0%

         1 - 5 hours per week 19.6% 13.0% 16.4% 13% 12% 15%

         6 - 10 hours per week 25.1% 25.4% 25.0% 24% 22% 24%

    11 or more hours per week 55.3% 61.3% 58.2% 62.2% 65.4% 60.2%

       11 - 20 hours per week 37.2% 39.5% 38.2% 36% 36% 36%

       More than 20 hours per week 18.1% 21.8% 20.0% 26% 29% 24%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100% 100% 100%

    (No. of respondents) (260) (3,315) (9,973) (296) (6,295) (13,508)

  Working for Pay On Campus

   No 91% 84% 81% 85.9% 74.7% 74.5%

   Yes 9% 16% 19% 14% 25% 26%

       1 - 5 hours per week 1% 3% 4%

1% 4% 5%

       6 - 10 hours per week 3% 4% 7%

3% 6% 7%

     11 - 20 hours per week 4% 8% 7%

9% 12% 11%

    More than 20 hours per week 0% 1% 1% 1% 3% 3%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100% 100% 100%

    (No. of respondents) (259) (3,313) (9,975) (294) (6,285) (13,476)

  Participation in co-curricular activities

   (e.g., campus organ. or publications, student government, sports, fraternities/sororities)

   None 53% 46% 42% 60% 54% 52%

   Some 47% 54% 58% 40% 46% 48%

       1 - 5 hours per week 23% 26% 28% 20% 24% 25%

       6 - 10 hours per week 10% 13% 13% 9% 11% 10%

     11 - 20 hours per week 8% 10% 12% 7% 8% 9%

     More than 20 hours per week 5% 5% 5% 3% 4% 5%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

    (No. of respondents) (258) (3,324) (9,983) (297) (6,294) (13,533)

Table 4. Number of Hours NSSE Respondents Typically Spend on Selected Activities by Class Level and Respondent Grouping 

(Spring 2012 Percentages)

Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents
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Table 4 cont'd. p. 2



Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie
Characteristic San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class



Does Not Foster Engagement with Studies
  Working for Pay Off Campus
   No 58.2% 75.4% 64.9% 24.1% 47.0% 38.2%
   Yes; 20 or fewer hours per week 41.8% 24.6% 35.1% 75.9% 53.0% 61.8%
       1 - 5 hours per week 5.6% 4.2% 4.7% 5.4% 5.0% 4.7%
       6 - 10 hours per week 6.1% 3.3% 5.2% 8.0% 6.0% 6.0%
     11 - 20 hours per week 17.8% 9.0% 11.3% 17.2% 13.3% 14.0%
   Yes; more than 20 hours per week 12.3% 8.2% 14.0% 45.3% 28.7% 37.1%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
    (No. of respondents) (261) (3,313) (9,965) (296) (6,287) (13,486)



  Providing care for dependents living with you (e.g., parents, children, spouse)
   No 46.0% 70.2% 65.3% 47.0% 55.8% 51.0%
   Yes 54.0% 29.8% 34.7% 53.0% 44.2% 49.0%
         1 - 5 hours per week 25.9% 13.9% 14.2% 20.3% 12.4% 13.2%
         6 - 10 hours per week 10.6% 6.8% 6.6% 10.6% 8.1% 7.4%
       11 - 20 hours per week 11.2% 5.4% 6.2% 5.7% 7.9% 8.2%
       More than 20 hours per week 6.2% 3.7% 7.7% 16.4% 15.8% 20.2%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
    (No. of respondents) (257) (3,292) (9,925) (292) (6,252) (13,472)



  Relaxing and socializing (e.g., watching TV, partying, exercising, playing games)
  10 or fewer hours per week 57.5% 52.2% 54.9% 69.8% 59.9% 63.3%
      Zero hours per week 3.9% 1.3% 1.2% 2.2% 1.5% 1.8%
       1 - 5 hours per week 24.0% 22.7% 25.6% 35.8% 27.2% 31.5%
       6 - 10 hours per week 29.6% 28.2% 28.1% 31.9% 31.2% 30.0%
  11 or more hours per week 42.5% 47.8% 45.1% 30.2% 40.1% 36.7%
     11 - 20 hours per week 29.9% 33.3% 31.0% 21.3% 30.2% 27.4%
     More than 20 hours per week 12.7% 14.5% 14.2% 8.8% 9.9% 9.3%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
    (No. of respondents) (257) (3,305) (9,951) (297) (6,265) (13,484)



  Commuting to class (driving, walking, etc.)
  5 or fewer hours per week 58.4% 74.0% 76.4% 60.5% 71.5% 71.1%
      Zero hours per week 5.8% 10.3% 19.2% 4.2% 8.9% 13.5%
       1 - 5 hours per week 52.5% 63.7% 57.2% 56.3% 62.6% 57.5%
  More than 5 hours per week 41.6% 26.0% 23.6% 39.5% 28.5% 28.9%
       6 - 10 hours per week 23.8% 16.0% 12.4% 26.8% 19.6% 17.4%
     11 - 20 hours per week 14.1% 7.2% 8.0% 10.3% 7.0% 8.3%
     More than 20 hours per week 3.8% 2.8% 3.2% 2.4% 1.9% 3.2%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
    (No. of respondents) (257) (3,309) (9,972) (295) (6,279) (13,516)



Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents










Table 4 cont'd. p. 2

Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie

Characteristic

San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class

Does Not Foster Engagement with Studies

  Working for Pay Off Campus

   No 58.2% 75.4% 64.9% 24.1% 47.0% 38.2%

   Yes; 20 or fewer hours per week 41.8% 24.6% 35.1% 75.9% 53.0% 61.8%

       1 - 5 hours per week 5.6% 4.2% 4.7% 5.4% 5.0% 4.7%

       6 - 10 hours per week 6.1% 3.3% 5.2% 8.0% 6.0% 6.0%

     11 - 20 hours per week 17.8% 9.0% 11.3% 17.2% 13.3% 14.0%

   Yes; more than 20 hours per week 12.3% 8.2% 14.0% 45.3% 28.7% 37.1%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

    (No. of respondents) (261) (3,313) (9,965) (296) (6,287) (13,486)

  Providing care for dependents living with you (e.g., parents, children, spouse)

   No 46.0% 70.2% 65.3% 47.0% 55.8% 51.0%

   Yes 54.0% 29.8% 34.7% 53.0% 44.2% 49.0%

         1 - 5 hours per week 25.9% 13.9% 14.2% 20.3% 12.4% 13.2%

         6 - 10 hours per week 10.6% 6.8% 6.6% 10.6% 8.1% 7.4%

       11 - 20 hours per week 11.2% 5.4% 6.2% 5.7% 7.9% 8.2%

       More than 20 hours per week 6.2% 3.7% 7.7% 16.4% 15.8% 20.2%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

    (No. of respondents) (257) (3,292) (9,925) (292) (6,252) (13,472)

  Relaxing and socializing (e.g., watching TV, partying, exercising, playing games)

  10 or fewer hours per week 57.5% 52.2% 54.9% 69.8% 59.9% 63.3%

      Zero hours per week 3.9% 1.3% 1.2% 2.2% 1.5% 1.8%

       1 - 5 hours per week 24.0% 22.7% 25.6% 35.8% 27.2% 31.5%

       6 - 10 hours per week 29.6% 28.2% 28.1% 31.9% 31.2% 30.0%

  11 or more hours per week 42.5% 47.8% 45.1% 30.2% 40.1% 36.7%

     11 - 20 hours per week 29.9% 33.3% 31.0% 21.3% 30.2% 27.4%

     More than 20 hours per week 12.7% 14.5% 14.2% 8.8% 9.9% 9.3%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

    (No. of respondents) (257) (3,305) (9,951) (297) (6,265) (13,484)

  Commuting to class (driving, walking, etc.)

  5 or fewer hours per week 58.4% 74.0% 76.4% 60.5% 71.5% 71.1%

      Zero hours per week 5.8% 10.3% 19.2% 4.2% 8.9% 13.5%

       1 - 5 hours per week 52.5% 63.7% 57.2% 56.3% 62.6% 57.5%

  More than 5 hours per week 41.6% 26.0% 23.6% 39.5% 28.5% 28.9%

       6 - 10 hours per week 23.8% 16.0% 12.4% 26.8% 19.6% 17.4%

     11 - 20 hours per week 14.1% 7.2% 8.0% 10.3% 7.0% 8.3%

     More than 20 hours per week 3.8% 2.8% 3.2% 2.4% 1.9% 3.2%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

    (No. of respondents) (257) (3,309) (9,972) (295) (6,279) (13,516)

Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents
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Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie
San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class



During the current school year, coursework has substan-
 tially emphasized* the following mental activities:



    Analyzing basic elements of an idea, experience or theory (e.g., 
     examining case or situation in depth and considering components) 83.7% 81.7% 81.7% 89.9% 85.8% 86.2%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (273) (3,451) (10,300) (303) (6,471) (13,852)



    Applying theories or concepts to practical problems or in new
    situations 74.3% 72.1% 76.5% 85.0% 79.8% 83.7%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (272) (3,452) (10,330) (304) (6,489) (13,887)



    Making judgments  about value of information/arguments/methods
    (e.g., assessing soundness of data gathered & interpreted by others) 74.7% 71.5% 72.2% 83.6% 74.1% 77.0%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (270) (3,452) (10,299) (305) (6,475) (13,862)



    Synthesizing and organizing ideas/information/experiences into 
    new, more complex interpretations and relationships 76.3% 71.1% 72.6% 83.5% 77.6% 78.3%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (268) (3,438) (10,284) (306) (6,460) (13,828)



    Memorizing facts, ideas or methods from courses/readings and
    repeating them 74.3% 71.8% 71.4% 63.8% 62.7% 61.4%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (272) (3,461) (10,347) (307) (6,500) (13,913)



Often or very often put together ideas/concepts from different
courses in completing assignments or during class discussion 60.5% 56.3% 57.6% 74.6% 71.7% 72.0%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (273) (3,563) (10,573) (311) (6,573) (14,058)



Worked on a paper or project that required integrating ideas or 
   information from various sources 85.1% 80.7% 80.4% 93.2% 87.2% 88.7%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (289) (3,783) (11,073) (317) (6,791) (14,477)



 * Substantial emphasis includes respondents saying that specific activities have been emphasized  "very much" and "quite a bit".



Table 7. NSSE Items Relating to the Emphasis on Abstract Thinking Skills in Coursework by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 
Percentages)



Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents










Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie

San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class

During the current school year, coursework has substan-

 tially emphasized* the following mental activities:

    Analyzing basic elements of an idea, experience or theory 

(e.g., 

     examining case or situation in depth and considering components)

83.7% 81.7% 81.7% 89.9% 85.8% 86.2%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(273) (3,451) (10,300) (303) (6,471) (13,852)

    Applying theories or concepts to practical problems or in new

    situations

74.3% 72.1% 76.5% 85.0% 79.8% 83.7%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(272) (3,452) (10,330) (304) (6,489) (13,887)

    Making judgments about value of information/arguments/methods

    (e.g., assessing soundness of data gathered & interpreted by others)

74.7% 71.5% 72.2% 83.6% 74.1% 77.0%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(270) (3,452) (10,299) (305) (6,475) (13,862)

    Synthesizing and organizing ideas/information/experiences into 

    new, more complex interpretations and relationships

76.3% 71.1% 72.6% 83.5% 77.6% 78.3%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(268) (3,438) (10,284) (306) (6,460) (13,828)

    Memorizing facts, ideas or methods from courses/readings and

    repeating them

74.3% 71.8% 71.4% 63.8% 62.7% 61.4%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(272) (3,461) (10,347) (307) (6,500) (13,913)

Often or very often put together ideas/concepts from different

courses in completing assignments or during class discussion 60.5% 56.3% 57.6% 74.6% 71.7% 72.0%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(273) (3,563) (10,573) (311) (6,573) (14,058)

Worked on a paper or project that required integrating ideas or 

   information from various sources 85.1% 80.7% 80.4% 93.2% 87.2% 88.7%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(289) (3,783) (11,073) (317) (6,791) (14,477)

 * Substantial emphasis includes respondents saying that specific activities have been emphasized  "very much" and "quite a bit".

Table 7. NSSE Items Relating to the Emphasis on Abstract Thinking Skills in Coursework by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 

Percentages)

Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents
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Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie
San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class



My entire educational experience at this institution has been
  Excellent 39% 32% 40% 43% 34% 42%
  Good 51% 53% 48% 44% 49% 44%
  Fair 10% 13% 10% 9% 14% 12%
  Poor 1% 2% 2% 3% 3% 2%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
    (No. of respondents) (249) (3,193) (9,652) (288) (6,129) (13,245)



If you could start over again, would you go to the 
  institutions you are now attending?
  Definitely Yes 34% 39% 45% 40% 41% 45%
  Probably Yes 49% 43% 40% 42% 40% 36%



  Probably No 15% 13% 11% 13% 14% 13%
  Definitely No 2% 4% 4% 6% 6% 6%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
    (No. of respondents) (249) (3,206) (9,685) (288) (6,139) (13,257)



Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie
San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class



Spending significant time studying and on academic work has been
  substantially emphasized* in the current academic year. 86.0% 79.7% 82.6% 91.4% 79.2% 81.6%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (256) (3,271) (9,883) (296) (6,235) (13,415)



During the current school year, I have often or very often worked 
 harder than I thought I could to meet an instructor's standards. 64.0% 56.2% 63.2% 67.7% 60.2% 66.4%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (272) (3,505) (10,420) (306) (6,510) (13,974)



Number of Hours Typically Spent Preparing for Class During 2011-12
  (e.g., studying, reading, writing, rehearsing)
    10 or fewer hours per week 44.7% 38.7% 41.8% 37.8% 34.6% 39.8%
    11 or more hours per week 55.3% 61.3% 58.2% 62.2% 65.4% 60.2%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
    (No. of respondents) (260) (3,315) (9,973) (296) (6,295) (13,508)



Number of Assigned Textbooks and Books Read During 2011-2012
 (includes book-length packets of xeroxed readings)
    Fewer than five 23% 22% 26% 23% 26% 31%
    Between 5 and 10 44% 43% 42% 40% 39% 38%
    More than 10 33% 35% 32% 36% 35% 32%



    Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
    (No. of respondents) (270) (3,454) (10,287) (306) (6,474) (13,876)



  * Substantial emphasis includes respondents saying that specific activities have been emphasized  "very much" and "quite a bit".



Table 5. NSSE Respondents' Views of the Adequacy of the Education They Are Receiving by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2010 
Percentages) 



Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents



Table 6. NSSE Items Relating to the Rigor of the Curriculum by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 Percentages)



Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents










Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie

San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class

My entire educational experience at this institution has been

  Excellent 39% 32% 40% 43% 34% 42%

  Good 51% 53% 48% 44% 49% 44%

  Fair 10% 13% 10% 9% 14% 12%

  Poor 1% 2% 2% 3% 3% 2%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

    (No. of respondents) (249) (3,193) (9,652)

(288) (6,129) (13,245)

If you could start over again, would you go to the 

  institutions you are now attending?

  Definitely Yes 34% 39% 45% 40% 41% 45%

  Probably Yes 49% 43% 40% 42% 40% 36%

  Probably No 15% 13% 11% 13% 14% 13%

  Definitely No 2% 4% 4% 6% 6% 6%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

    (No. of respondents)

(249) (3,206) (9,685) (288) (6,139) (13,257)

Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie

San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class

Spending significant time studying and on academic work has been

  substantially emphasized* in the current academic year.

86.0% 79.7% 82.6% 91.4% 79.2% 81.6%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(256) (3,271) (9,883) (296) (6,235) (13,415)

During the current school year, I have often or very often worked 

 harder than I thought I could to meet an instructor's standards.

64.0% 56.2% 63.2% 67.7% 60.2% 66.4%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(272) (3,505) (10,420) (306) (6,510) (13,974)

Number of Hours Typically Spent Preparing for Class During 2011-12

  (e.g., studying, reading, writing, rehearsing)

    10 or fewer hours per week 44.7% 38.7% 41.8% 37.8% 34.6% 39.8%

    11 or more hours per week 55.3% 61.3% 58.2% 62.2% 65.4% 60.2%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

    (No. of respondents) (260) (3,315) (9,973) (296) (6,295) (13,508)

Number of Assigned Textbooks and Books Read During 2011-2012

 (includes book-length packets of xeroxed readings)

    Fewer than five 23% 22% 26% 23% 26% 31%

    Between 5 and 10 44% 43% 42% 40% 39% 38%

    More than 10 33% 35% 32% 36% 35% 32%

    Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

    (No. of respondents) (270) (3,454) (10,287) (306) (6,474) (13,876)

  * Substantial emphasis includes respondents saying that specific activities have been emphasized  "very much" and "quite a bit".

Table 5. NSSE Respondents' Views of the Adequacy of the Education They Are Receiving by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2010 

Percentages) 

Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents

Table 6. NSSE Items Relating to the Rigor of the Curriculum by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 Percentages)

Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents
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Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie
San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class



During the current school year, coursework has substan-
 tially emphasized* the following mental activities:



    Analyzing basic elements of an idea, experience or theory (e.g., 
     examining case or situation in depth and considering components) 83.7% 81.7% 81.7% 89.9% 85.8% 86.2%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (273) (3,451) (10,300) (303) (6,471) (13,852)



    Applying theories or concepts to practical problems or in new
    situations 74.3% 72.1% 76.5% 85.0% 79.8% 83.7%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (272) (3,452) (10,330) (304) (6,489) (13,887)



    Making judgments  about value of information/arguments/methods
    (e.g., assessing soundness of data gathered & interpreted by others) 74.7% 71.5% 72.2% 83.6% 74.1% 77.0%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (270) (3,452) (10,299) (305) (6,475) (13,862)



    Synthesizing and organizing ideas/information/experiences into 
    new, more complex interpretations and relationships 76.3% 71.1% 72.6% 83.5% 77.6% 78.3%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (268) (3,438) (10,284) (306) (6,460) (13,828)



    Memorizing facts, ideas or methods from courses/readings and
    repeating them 74.3% 71.8% 71.4% 63.8% 62.7% 61.4%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (272) (3,461) (10,347) (307) (6,500) (13,913)



Often or very often put together ideas/concepts from different
courses in completing assignments or during class discussion 60.5% 56.3% 57.6% 74.6% 71.7% 72.0%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (273) (3,563) (10,573) (311) (6,573) (14,058)



Worked on a paper or project that required integrating ideas or 
   information from various sources 85.1% 80.7% 80.4% 93.2% 87.2% 88.7%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (289) (3,783) (11,073) (317) (6,791) (14,477)



 * Substantial emphasis includes respondents saying that specific activities have been emphasized  "very much" and "quite a bit".



Table 7. NSSE Items Relating to the Emphasis on Abstract Thinking Skills in Coursework by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 
Percentages)



Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents










Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie

San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class

During the current school year, coursework has substan-

 tially emphasized* the following mental activities:

    Analyzing basic elements of an idea, experience or theory 

(e.g., 

     examining case or situation in depth and considering components)

83.7% 81.7% 81.7% 89.9% 85.8% 86.2%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(273) (3,451) (10,300) (303) (6,471) (13,852)

    Applying theories or concepts to practical problems or in new

    situations

74.3% 72.1% 76.5% 85.0% 79.8% 83.7%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(272) (3,452) (10,330) (304) (6,489) (13,887)

    Making judgments about value of information/arguments/methods

    (e.g., assessing soundness of data gathered & interpreted by others)

74.7% 71.5% 72.2% 83.6% 74.1% 77.0%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(270) (3,452) (10,299) (305) (6,475) (13,862)

    Synthesizing and organizing ideas/information/experiences into 

    new, more complex interpretations and relationships

76.3% 71.1% 72.6% 83.5% 77.6% 78.3%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(268) (3,438) (10,284) (306) (6,460) (13,828)

    Memorizing facts, ideas or methods from courses/readings and

    repeating them

74.3% 71.8% 71.4% 63.8% 62.7% 61.4%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(272) (3,461) (10,347) (307) (6,500) (13,913)

Often or very often put together ideas/concepts from different

courses in completing assignments or during class discussion 60.5% 56.3% 57.6% 74.6% 71.7% 72.0%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(273) (3,563) (10,573) (311) (6,573) (14,058)

Worked on a paper or project that required integrating ideas or 

   information from various sources 85.1% 80.7% 80.4% 93.2% 87.2% 88.7%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(289) (3,783) (11,073) (317) (6,791) (14,477)

 * Substantial emphasis includes respondents saying that specific activities have been emphasized  "very much" and "quite a bit".

Table 7. NSSE Items Relating to the Emphasis on Abstract Thinking Skills in Coursework by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 

Percentages)

Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents
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Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie
San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class



Writing clearly and effectively was substantially emphasized* at
  respondents' institutions during the 2011-2012 academic year: 82.4% 71.8% 77.2% 85.5% 75.3% 79.8%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (251) (3,221) (9,733) (290) (6,138) (13,244)



Number of Papers Written During 2011-2012 That Are
  Fewer Than Five Pages Long
    Fewer than five 37.8% 34.0% 35.1% 34% 37% 40%
    Five or more 62.2% 66.0% 64.9% 66% 63% 60%
      Between 5 and 10 32.1% 37.2% 33.1% 30% 27% 27%
      More than 10 30.1% 28.8% 31.8% 35% 36% 33%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100% 100% 100%
    (No. of respondents) (271) (3,455) (10,325) (307) (6,479) (13,921)



  Between Five and Nineteen Pages Long
   Fewer than five 57.2% 68.9% 67.5% 36.1% 52.6% 52.9%
      None 7% 14% 15% 5% 9% 9%
      Between 1 and 4 50% 55% 52% 31% 43% 44%
  Five or more 42.8% 31.1% 32.5% 63.9% 47.4% 47.1%
    Between 5 and 10 33% 24% 25% 35% 31% 31%
    More than 10 10% 7% 8% 28% 16% 16%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100% 100% 100%
    (No. of respondents) (270) (3,450) (10,294) (306) (6,478) (13,902)



  Twenty Pages or Longer
    None 82% 80% 79% 44% 52% 50%
    One or more 18.5% 19.6% 21.2% 56.0% 48.0% 50.1%
      Between 1 and 4 10% 14% 15% 43% 38% 40%
      Between 5 and 10 4% 3% 4% 9% 6% 6%
      More than 10 4% 3% 3% 4% 3% 4%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100% 100% 100%
    (No. of respondents) (270) (3,444) (10,276) (306) (6,477) (13,895)



Often or very often rewrote a paper/assignment several times 64% 61% 60% 51% 49% 52%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (287) (3,771) (11,038) (317) (6,781) (14,458)



* Substantial emphasis includes respondents saying that specific activities have been emphasized  "very much" and "quite a bit". 



Table 8. NSSE Items Relating to Writing Intensive Character of the Curriculum by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 
Percentages)



Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents










Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie

San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class

Writing clearly and effectively was substantially emphasized* at

  respondents' institutions during the 2011-2012 academic year: 82.4% 71.8% 77.2% 85.5% 75.3% 79.8%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(251) (3,221) (9,733) (290) (6,138) (13,244)

Number of Papers Written During 2011-2012 That Are

  Fewer Than Five Pages Long

    Fewer than five 37.8% 34.0% 35.1% 34% 37% 40%

    Five or more 62.2% 66.0% 64.9% 66% 63% 60%

      Between 5 and 10 32.1% 37.2% 33.1% 30% 27% 27%

      More than 10 30.1% 28.8% 31.8% 35% 36% 33%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100% 100% 100%

    (No. of respondents) (271) (3,455) (10,325) (307) (6,479) (13,921)

  Between Five and Nineteen Pages Long

   Fewer than five 57.2% 68.9% 67.5% 36.1% 52.6% 52.9%

      None 7% 14% 15% 5% 9% 9%

      Between 1 and 4 50% 55% 52% 31% 43% 44%

  Five or more 42.8% 31.1% 32.5% 63.9% 47.4% 47.1%

    Between 5 and 10 33% 24% 25% 35% 31% 31%

    More than 10 10% 7% 8% 28% 16% 16%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100% 100% 100%

    (No. of respondents) (270) (3,450) (10,294) (306) (6,478) (13,902)

  Twenty Pages or Longer

    None 82% 80% 79% 44% 52% 50%

    One or more 18.5% 19.6% 21.2% 56.0% 48.0% 50.1%

      Between 1 and 4 10% 14% 15% 43% 38% 40%

      Between 5 and 10 4% 3% 4% 9% 6% 6%

      More than 10 4% 3% 3% 4% 3% 4%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100% 100% 100%

    (No. of respondents) (270) (3,444) (10,276) (306) (6,477) (13,895)

Often or very often rewrote a paper/assignment several times 64% 61% 60% 51% 49% 52%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (287) (3,771) (11,038) (317) (6,781) (14,458)

* Substantial emphasis includes respondents saying that specific activities have been emphasized  "very much" and "quite a bit". 

Table 8. NSSE Items Relating to Writing Intensive Character of the Curriculum by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 

Percentages)

Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents
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Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie
San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class



During the current academic year, respondents have often
  or very often



Used electronic technology* to discuss/complete class assignments 53.3% 54.1% 57.2% 71.7% 65.5% 65.1%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (275) (3,577) (10,595) (311) (6,588) (14,094)



Used e-mail to communicate with instructor 77.4% 75.7% 81.1% 89.3% 85.6% 89.1%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (275) (3,569) (10,577) (308) (6,572) (14,070)



Using computers in academic work has been emphasized
    quite a bit or very much 73.3% 66.4% 74.2% 79.7% 76.1% 79.8%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (250) (3,216) (9,730) (288) (6,140) (13,255)



  * Electronic technology includes e-mail, list-serves, chat groups, etc. 



Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie
San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class



During the current school year, respondents have done 
 the following often or very often:



    Made a class presentation 56.6% 31.9% 41.9% 71.2% 57.6% 67.1%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (289) (3,773) (11,067) (317) (6,779) (14,466)



    Discussed ideas from readings/classes with others* outside class 60.9% 58.2% 60.4% 74.5% 67.8% 66.1%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (272) (3,495) (10,422) (308) (6,517) (13,958)



    Asked questions in class or contributed to class discussion 60.2% 52.8% 67.0% 72.4% 70.8% 79.4%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (286) (3,779) (11,089) (319) (6,781) (14,468)



    Worked with other students on projects during class 52.6% 42.3% 48.7% 53.2% 52.0% 54.1%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (289) (3,781) (11,078) (318) (6,793) (14,480)



    Worked with classmates outside class to prepare class assignments 38.5% 45.0% 46.0% 57.6% 60.4% 59.1%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (288) (3,796) (11,121) (318) (6,813) (14,528)



    Tutored or taught other students 15.0% 15.0% 16.6% 21.2% 21.8% 22.1%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (273) (3,576) (10,590) (309) (6,578) (14,087)



    Participated in a community-based project as part of regular course 13.2% 14.3% 18.0% 33.1% 18.5% 21.9%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (274) (3,551) (10,520) (308) (6,561) (14,003)



Participate in a learning community** prior to graduation 49.0% 45.3% 44.5% 39.3% 36.5% 39.0%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (254) (3,337) (10,003) (295) (6,313) (13,522)



  * Others includes students, family members, co-workers.
** Formal program in which groups of students take 2 or more classes together. Includes students who are planning to or have already participated in a learning 
community. 



Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents



Table 9. NSSE Items Relating to the Use of Electronic Media by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 Percentages)



Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents



Table 10. NSSE Items Relating to Emphasis on Active and Collaborative Learning by Class Level and Respondent Group (Spring 2012 
Percentages)










Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie

San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class

During the current academic year, respondents have often

  or very often

Used electronic technology* to discuss/complete class assignments 53.3% 54.1% 57.2% 71.7% 65.5% 65.1%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(275) (3,577) (10,595) (311) (6,588) (14,094)

Used e-mail to communicate with instructor 77.4% 75.7% 81.1% 89.3% 85.6% 89.1%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(275) (3,569) (10,577) (308) (6,572) (14,070)

Using computers in academic work has been emphasized

    quite a bit or very much 73.3% 66.4% 74.2% 79.7% 76.1% 79.8%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(250) (3,216) (9,730) (288) (6,140) (13,255)

  * Electronic technology includes e-mail, list-serves, chat groups, etc. 

Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie

San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class

During the current school year, respondents have done 

 the following often or very often:

    Made a class presentation

56.6% 31.9% 41.9% 71.2% 57.6% 67.1%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(289) (3,773) (11,067) (317) (6,779) (14,466)

    Discussed ideas from readings/classes with others* outside class 

60.9% 58.2% 60.4% 74.5% 67.8% 66.1%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(272) (3,495) (10,422) (308) (6,517) (13,958)

    Asked questions in class or contributed to class discussion

60.2% 52.8% 67.0% 72.4% 70.8% 79.4%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(286) (3,779) (11,089) (319) (6,781) (14,468)

    Worked with other students on projects during class 52.6% 42.3% 48.7% 53.2% 52.0% 54.1%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(289) (3,781) (11,078) (318) (6,793) (14,480)

    Worked with classmates outside class to prepare class assignments 38.5% 45.0% 46.0% 57.6% 60.4% 59.1%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(288) (3,796) (11,121) (318) (6,813) (14,528)

    Tutored or taught other students

15.0% 15.0% 16.6% 21.2% 21.8% 22.1%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(273) (3,576) (10,590) (309) (6,578) (14,087)

    Participated in a community-based project as part of regular course 

13.2% 14.3% 18.0% 33.1% 18.5% 21.9%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(274) (3,551) (10,520) (308) (6,561) (14,003)

Participate in a learning community** prior to graduation 49.0% 45.3% 44.5% 39.3% 36.5% 39.0%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(254) (3,337) (10,003) (295) (6,313) (13,522)

  * Others includes students, family members, co-workers.

** Formal program in which groups of students take 2 or more classes together. Includes students who are planning to or have already participated in a learning 

community. 

Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents

Table 9. NSSE Items Relating to the Use of Electronic Media by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 Percentages)

Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents

Table 10. NSSE Items Relating to Emphasis on Active and Collaborative Learning by Class Level and Respondent Group (Spring 2012 

Percentages)
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Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie
Enriching experience San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class



During the current school year, respondents have done 
 the following often or very often:



Attended an art exhibit, play, dance, theatre or other performance 17.6% 27.0% 32.5% 17.0% 20.1% 23.7%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (269) (3,416) (10,156) (301) (6,402) (13,741)



Participated in activities to enhance spirituality 23.2% 22.1% 29.6% 23.6% 25.6% 33.0%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (269) (3,410) (10,141) (302) (6,384) (13,709)



Experiences respondents expect to complete before graduating:



Foreign language coursework 78.9% 52.9% 53.0% 76.9% 44.4% 44.5%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (258) (3,350) (10,037) (297) (6,339) (13,590)



On-the-job experience  (e.g., internship, practicum, field/co-op exper.) 78.2% 80.2% 82.5% 75.2% 74.3% 75.2%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (259) (3,351) (10,047) (296) (6,317) (13,545)



Community service or volunteer work 85.6% 81.1% 80.8% 75.2% 74.3% 75.2%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (259) (3,344) (10,025) (296) (6,317) (13,545)



Culminating senior experience (e.g., capstone course, thesis, project) 50.6% 48.4% 54.2% 60.8% 63.2% 68.2%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (258) (3,352) (10,034) (297) (6,345) (13,594)



Study abroad 37.1% 47.2% 43.7% 18.1% 20.5% 21.5%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (259) (3,346) (9,999) (298) (6,315) (13,522)



Independent study or self-designed major 15.7% 18.9% 24.0% 23.3% 22.4% 27.5%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (255) (3,331) (9,985) (293) (6,281) (13,474)



Table 11. NSSE Items Relating to Enriching Educational Experiences Students Expect to Complete Before Graduating by Class Level and 
Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 Percentages)



Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents










Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie

Enriching experience

San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class

During the current school year, respondents have done 

 the following often or very often:

Attended an art exhibit, play, dance, theatre or other performance 17.6% 27.0% 32.5% 17.0% 20.1% 23.7%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (269) (3,416) (10,156) (301) (6,402) (13,741)

Participated in activities to enhance spirituality 23.2% 22.1% 29.6% 23.6% 25.6% 33.0%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (269) (3,410) (10,141) (302) (6,384) (13,709)

Experiences respondents expect to complete before graduating:

Foreign language coursework 78.9% 52.9% 53.0% 76.9% 44.4% 44.5%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (258) (3,350) (10,037) (297) (6,339) (13,590)

On-the-job experience  

(e.g., internship, practicum, field/co-op exper.)

78.2% 80.2% 82.5% 75.2% 74.3% 75.2%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (259) (3,351) (10,047) (296) (6,317) (13,545)

Community service or volunteer work 85.6% 81.1% 80.8% 75.2% 74.3% 75.2%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (259) (3,344) (10,025) (296) (6,317) (13,545)

Culminating senior experience 

(e.g., capstone course, thesis, project)

50.6% 48.4% 54.2% 60.8% 63.2% 68.2%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (258) (3,352) (10,034) (297) (6,345) (13,594)

Study abroad 37.1% 47.2% 43.7% 18.1% 20.5% 21.5%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (259) (3,346) (9,999) (298) (6,315) (13,522)

Independent study or self-designed major 15.7% 18.9% 24.0% 23.3% 22.4% 27.5%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (255) (3,331) (9,985) (293) (6,281) (13,474)

Table 11. NSSE Items Relating to Enriching Educational Experiences Students Expect to Complete Before Graduating by Class Level and 

Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 Percentages)

Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents
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Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie
San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class



Contact among students of differing economic, social, & racial/
  ethnic backgrounds is encouraged quite a bit or very much 68.2% 57.5% 62.5% 62.8% 49.5% 55.9%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (254) (3,254) (9,831) (294) (6,205) (13,377)



During the current academic year, respondents have often
  or very often



  Had serious conversations with students of differing race/ethnicity 55.1% 53.2% 51.5% 57.6% 55.0% 53.7%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (272) (3,504) (10,446) (309) (6,526) (13,984)



  Had serious conversations with students whose values/opinions differ 53.7% 55.3% 54.3% 58.1% 55.6% 54.5%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (271) (3,509) (10,447) (308) (6,523) (13,978)



  Included diverse perspectives in class discussions or 
   writing assignments 66.8% 64.9% 64.0% 71.0% 64.4% 67.5%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (285) (3,769) (11,069) (319) (6,773) (14,479)



  Examined the strengths and weaknesses of their own views on a topic or issue51.3% 51.5% 54.9% 55.9% 58.7% 59.1%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (267) (3,405) (10,146) (301) (6,383) (13,717)



  Tried to better understand someone else's views by imagining how an issue
     looks from another's perspective 64.4% 62.4% 64.1% 71.5% 67.7% 67.0%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (267) (3,417) (10,163) (303) (6,396) (13,733)



  Learned something that changed the way you understand an issue or 
concept 65.9% 67.0% 67.0% 75.4% 69.7% 68.8%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (268) (3,418) (10,181) (304) (6,418) (13,760)



Table 12. NSSE Items Relating to Emphasis on and Opportunities for Interaction with Diverse Student Groups by Class Level and Respondent 
Grouping (Spring 2012 Percentages) 



Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents










Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie

San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class

Contact among students of differing economic, social, & racial/

  ethnic backgrounds is encouraged quite a bit or very much 68.2% 57.5% 62.5% 62.8% 49.5% 55.9%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(254) (3,254) (9,831) (294) (6,205) (13,377)

During the current academic year, respondents have often

  or very often

  Had serious conversations with students of differing race/ethnicity

55.1% 53.2% 51.5% 57.6% 55.0% 53.7%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(272) (3,504) (10,446) (309) (6,526) (13,984)

  Had serious conversations with students whose values/opinions differ

53.7% 55.3% 54.3% 58.1% 55.6% 54.5%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(271) (3,509) (10,447) (308) (6,523) (13,978)

  Included diverse perspectives in class discussions or 

   writing assignments

66.8% 64.9% 64.0% 71.0% 64.4% 67.5%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(285) (3,769) (11,069) (319) (6,773) (14,479)

  Examined the strengths and weaknesses of their own views on a topic or i

ssu

e

51.3% 51.5% 54.9% 55.9% 58.7% 59.1%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(267) (3,405) (10,146) (301) (6,383) (13,717)

  Tried to better understand someone else's views by imagining how an issue

     looks from another's perspective

64.4% 62.4% 64.1% 71.5% 67.7% 67.0%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(267) (3,417) (10,163) (303) (6,396) (13,733)

  Learned something that changed the way you understand an issue or 

concept

65.9% 67.0% 67.0% 75.4% 69.7% 68.8%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(268) (3,418) (10,181) (304) (6,418) (13,760)

Table 12. NSSE Items Relating to Emphasis on and Opportunities for Interaction with Diverse Student Groups by Class Level and Respondent 

Grouping (Spring 2012 Percentages) 

Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents
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Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie
San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class



Mean scale score for quality of interpersonal relationships 
  with faculty members * 5.35 5.20 5.48 5.61 5.41 5.68
  (No. of responses on which the means are based) (261) (3,337) (10,035) (296) (6,630) (13,573)



During the current school year, respondents have often or very often
 engaged in the following activities:



  Received prompt feedback from faculty on academic performance 64.7% 56.9% 62.4% 65.4% 62.1% 69.5%
      (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (272) (3,504) (10,440) (307) (6,520) (13,985)
  Discussed ideas from reading/classes with faculty outside class 25.4% 22.1% 24.6% 26.6% 27.6% 32.0%
      (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (275) (3,579) (10,604) (309) (6,582) (14,105)



During the current school year, respondents have engaged 
in the following activities at least sometimes:



  Discussed grades or assignments with an instructor 88.4% 90.3% 93.0% 92.0% 94.3% 95.9%
      (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (273) (3,571) (10,588) (310) (6,583) (14,078)
  Talked about career plans with a faculty member or advisor 78.6% 73.7% 80.6% 81.1% 80.9% 84.0%
      (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (275) (3,568) (10,587) (310) (6,574) (14,066)



  Worked with faculty members on activities other than coursework** 44.4% 42.0% 48.2% 50.8% 50.2% 55.2%
      (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (271) (3,487) (10,394) (307) (6,497) (13,938)



Respondents have or plan to work with a faculty member
  on a research project outside of course/program requirements 35.6% 39.4% 39.6% 32.5% 34.7% 32.5%
    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (257) (3,346) (10,022) (295) (6,329) (13,576)



  * Ratings based on a 7-point scale where 1 equals "unavailable, unhelpful, unsympathetic" and 7 equals "available, helpful, supportive".
** Activities other than coursework include university committees, orientation, student life activities, etc.



Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie
San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class



Overall, the quality of academic advising I have received 
  at this institution has been
    Excellent 33.7% 28.8% 37.2% 28% 29% 37%
    Good 54.8% 49.6% 44.2% 43% 39% 38%
    Fair 10.1% 17.3% 14.3% 21% 22% 17%
    Poor 1.3% 4.4% 4.3% 8% 9% 8%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
    (No. of respondents) (249) (3,196) (9,673) (288) (6,134) (13,254)



Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents



Table 13. NSSE Items Relating to Student Interactions with Faculty Members by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 
Percentages)
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Table 14. NSSE Items Relating to Academic Advising by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 Percentages)










Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie

San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class

Mean scale score for quality of interpersonal relationships 

  with faculty members * 5.35 5.20 5.48 5.61 5.41 5.68

  (No. of responses on which the means are based) (261) (3,337) (10,035) (296) (6,630) (13,573)

During the current school year, respondents have often or very often

 engaged in the following activities:

  Received prompt feedback from faculty on academic performance

64.7% 56.9% 62.4% 65.4% 62.1% 69.5%

      (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(272) (3,504) (10,440) (307) (6,520) (13,985)

  Discussed ideas from reading/classes with faculty outside class

25.4% 22.1% 24.6% 26.6% 27.6% 32.0%

      (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(275) (3,579) (10,604) (309) (6,582) (14,105)

During the current school year, respondents have engaged 

in the following activities at least sometimes:

  Discussed grades or assignments with an instructor

88.4% 90.3% 93.0% 92.0% 94.3% 95.9%

      (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(273) (3,571) (10,588) (310) (6,583) (14,078)

  Talked about career plans with a faculty member or advisor

78.6% 73.7% 80.6% 81.1% 80.9% 84.0%

      (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(275) (3,568) (10,587) (310) (6,574) (14,066)

  Worked with faculty members on activities other than coursework**

44.4% 42.0% 48.2% 50.8% 50.2% 55.2%

      (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(271) (3,487) (10,394) (307) (6,497) (13,938)

Respondents have or plan to work with a faculty member

  on a research project outside of course/program requirements 35.6% 39.4% 39.6% 32.5% 34.7% 32.5%

    (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(257) (3,346) (10,022) (295) (6,329) (13,576)

  * Ratings based on a 7-point scale where 1 equals "unavailable, unhelpful, unsympathetic" and 7 equals "available, helpful, supportive".

** Activities other than coursework include university committees, orientation, student life activities, etc.
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    Excellent 33.7% 28.8% 37.2% 28% 29% 37%

    Good 54.8% 49.6% 44.2% 43% 39% 38%

    Fair 10.1% 17.3% 14.3% 21% 22% 17%

    Poor 1.3% 4.4% 4.3% 8% 9% 8%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

    (No. of respondents)

(249) (3,196) (9,673)

(288) (6,134) (13,254)
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Table 13. NSSE Items Relating to Student Interactions with Faculty Members by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 
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Table 14. NSSE Items Relating to Academic Advising by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 Percentages)
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Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie
San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class



The following were substantially emphasized* at respon-
 dents' institutions during the 2011-2012 academic year:
  Providing the support students need to succeed academically 80.5% 74.3% 80.5% 73.5% 68.7% 75.8%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (254) (3,248) (9,832) (294) (6,203) (13,361)



  Providing the support students need to thrive socially 55.4% 47.9% 54.2% 38.9% 35.8% 42.1%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (251) (3,249) (9,816) (293) (6,185) (13,301)



  Providing assistance with non-academic respon. (e.g., work, family) 50.2% 37.8% 43.5% 28.3% 26.3% 33.3%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (255) (3,261) (9,853) (295) (6,222) (13,368)



Participation in co-curricular activities **
   (e.g., campus organ. or publications, student government, sports, fraternities/sororities)
   None 53.3% 45.9% 42.1% 60.5% 53.8% 51.8%
   One or more hours per week 46.7% 54.1% 57.9% 39.5% 46.2% 48.2%



    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
    (No. of respondents) (258) (3,324) (9,983) (297) (6,294) (13,533)



Mean Scale Scores for the Quality of Interpersonal Relationships on Campus
Relationships with other students ^ 5.56 5.37 5.54 5.76 5.52 5.73
  (No. of responses on which the means are based) (262) (3,342) (10,045) (296) (6,333) (13,586)



Relationships with administrative personnel and offices ^^ 4.98 4.74 4.98 4.48 4.64 4.92  
  (No. of responses on which the means are based) (262) (3,339) (10,032) (295) (6,331) (13,607)



     *  Substantial emphasis includes respondents saying that specific things are emphasized "very much" or "quite a bit" on their campuses.
     ^  Ratings based on a 7-point scale where 1 equals "unfriendly & unsupportive" and 7 equals "friendly & supportive".   
  ^^  Ratings based on a 7-point scale where 1 equals "unhelpful, inconsiderate, rigid" and 7 equals "helpful, considerate,  flexible".



Table 15. NSSE Items Relating to the Nature of the Campus Environment by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 Percentages)



Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents










Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie

San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class

The following were substantially emphasized* at respon-

 dents' institutions during the 2011-2012 academic year:

  Providing the support students need to succeed academically 80.5% 74.3% 80.5% 73.5% 68.7% 75.8%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (254) (3,248) (9,832) (294) (6,203) (13,361)

  Providing the support students need to thrive socially 55.4% 47.9% 54.2% 38.9% 35.8% 42.1%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (251) (3,249) (9,816) (293) (6,185) (13,301)

  Providing assistance with non-academic respon. 

(e.g., work, family)

50.2% 37.8% 43.5% 28.3% 26.3% 33.3%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (255) (3,261) (9,853) (295) (6,222) (13,368)

Participation in co-curricular activities **

   (e.g., campus organ. or publications, student government, sports, fraternities/sororities)

   None 53.3% 45.9% 42.1% 60.5% 53.8% 51.8%

   One or more hours per week 46.7% 54.1% 57.9% 39.5% 46.2% 48.2%

    Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

    (No. of respondents) (258) (3,324) (9,983) (297) (6,294) (13,533)

Mean Scale Scores for the Quality of Interpersonal Relationships on Campus

Relationships with other students ^ 5.56 5.37 5.54 5.76 5.52 5.73

  (No. of responses on which the means are based) (262) (3,342) (10,045) (296) (6,333) (13,586)

Relationships with administrative personnel and offices ^^ 4.98 4.74 4.98 4.48 4.64 4.92  

  (No. of responses on which the means are based) (262) (3,339) (10,032) (295) (6,331) (13,607)

     *  Substantial emphasis includes respondents saying that specific things are emphasized "very much" or "quite a bit" on their campuses.

     ^  Ratings based on a 7-point scale where 1 equals "unfriendly & unsupportive" and 7 equals "friendly & supportive".   

  ^^  Ratings based on a 7-point scale where 1 equals "unhelpful, inconsiderate, rigid" and 7 equals "helpful, considerate,  flexible".

Table 15. NSSE Items Relating to the Nature of the Campus Environment by Class Level and Respondent Grouping (Spring 2012 Percentages)

Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents
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Question: Has your college education contributed very much or quite a bit  to Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie
your knowledge, skills, and personal development in the following areas? San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class



Intellectual Skills



Thinking critically and analytically 85.0% 81.5% 85.2% 91.2% 85.1% 87.8%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (248) (3,211) (9,724) (290) (6,138) (13,216)



Writing clearly and effectively 82.4% 71.8% 77.2% 85.5% 75.3% 79.8%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (251) (3,221) (9,733) (290) (6,138) (13,244)



Using computing and information technology 73.3% 66.4% 74.2% 79.7% 76.1% 79.8%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (250) (3,216) (9,730) (288) (6,140) (13,255)



Speaking clearly and effectively 83.5% 62.2% 70.2% 78.3% 69.5% 76.0%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (252) (3,210) (9,721) (286) (6,135) (13,198)



Working effectively with others 79.2% 67.9% 75.6% 84.2% 76.1% 80.9%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (251) (3,213) (9,738) (289) (6,142) (13,250)



Learning effectively on your own 76.6% 69.4% 72.9% 82.9% 73.2% 76.5%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (240) (3,154) (9,520) (286) (6,038) (13,028)



Analyzing quantitative problems 76.7% 68.2% 72.7% 79.0% 74.5% 75.7%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (250) (3,196) (9,696) (289) (6,112) (13,197)



Solving complex real-world problems 65.8% 56.2% 62.4% 63.1% 63.0% 66.6%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (243) (3,161) (9,534) (284) (6,044) (13,074)



Personal Virtues



Understanding people of other racial and ethnic backgrounds 70.5% 55.4% 61.1% 67.0% 55.0% 59.3%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (244) (3,155) (9,532) (286) (6,036) (13,064)



Understanding yourself 73.9% 62.0% 67.9% 66.9% 62.6% 67.6%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (239) (3,145) (9,502) (285) (6,043) (13,021)



Developing a personal code of values and ethics 65.3% 57.1% 63.1% 60.4% 55.5% 64.5%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (241) (3,153) (9,526) (285) (6,061) (13,066)



Contributing to the welfare of your community 54.4% 43.9% 50.5% 52.6% 46.5% 51.6%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (243) (3,155) (9,526) (286) (6,051) (13,067)



Other



Acquiring a broad general education 85.2% 81.0% 82.2% 79.9% 79.8% 83.4%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (251) (3,211) (9,732) (287) (6,135) (13,225)



Acquiring job or work-related knowledge and skills 60.4% 56.8% 67.3% 70.0% 71.2% 77.0%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (250) (3,205) (9,728) (290) (6,141) (13,227)



Voting in elections 41.5% 31.5% 26.8% 32.1% 28.1% 28.4%
  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (245) (3,160) (9,548) (286) (6,057) (13,059)



 * A substantial contribution includes respondents saying that their college education has contributed very much or quite a bit to the development of a skill or attribute.



Freshmen Respondents Senior Respondents



Table 16. Percentage of NSSE Respondents Saying Their College Education Has Contributed Substantially* to Their Knowledge, Skills, and 
Personal Development in Selected areas (Spring 2012)










Question: Has your college education contributed very much or quite a bit  to Cal State Far-West Carnegie Cal State Far-West Carnegie

your knowledge, skills, and personal development in the following areas? San Marcos Public Class San Marcos Public Class

Intellectual Skills

Thinking critically and analytically 85.0% 81.5% 85.2% 91.2% 85.1% 87.8%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based) (248) (3,211) (9,724) (290) (6,138) (13,216)
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(244) (3,155) (9,532) (286) (6,036) (13,064)

Understanding yourself 73.9% 62.0% 67.9% 66.9% 62.6% 67.6%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(239) (3,145) (9,502) (285) (6,043) (13,021)

Developing a personal code of values and ethics 65.3% 57.1% 63.1% 60.4% 55.5% 64.5%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(241) (3,153) (9,526) (285) (6,061) (13,066)

Contributing to the welfare of your community 54.4% 43.9% 50.5% 52.6% 46.5% 51.6%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(243) (3,155) (9,526) (286) (6,051) (13,067)
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Acquiring job or work-related knowledge and skills 60.4% 56.8% 67.3% 70.0% 71.2% 77.0%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(250) (3,205) (9,728) (290) (6,141) (13,227)

Voting in elections 41.5% 31.5% 26.8% 32.1% 28.1% 28.4%

  (No. of responses on which the percentages are based)

(245) (3,160) (9,548) (286) (6,057) (13,059)

 * A substantial contribution includes respondents saying that their college education has contributed very much or quite a bit to the development of a skill or attribute.
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Table 16. Percentage of NSSE Respondents Saying Their College Education Has Contributed Substantially* to Their Knowledge, Skills, and 

Personal Development in Selected areas (Spring 2012)


� See Appendix A, Table 1-2


 �  Master’s-level colleges and universities offer a variety of baccalaureate programs, as well as a number of graduate programs leading to the Master’s degree (Carnegie). A complete our comparison campuses can be found in Appendix B.


�  It’s important to remember that the responses of the seniors cannot be assumed to be similar to those that CSUSM freshmen respondents are likely to articulate at the close of their college careers because, the majority of the senior respondents came to Cal State San Marcos as transfer students.


� URM: African American, Native American and Hispanic.


� First Generation: neither parent went to college.


� Specifically, Cal State San Marcos students participated in the NSSE in 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2008 and 2010. 


� For CSUSM respondents, First Generation means neither parent went to college.






