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ALGEBRA RADICAL EVALUATION !

Determining Whether the Solution to a Radical Needs to 
Contain an Absolute Value Symbol or if it is a Real Value. 

START: 
Is the Index 

Number Even 
or Odd? 

Even 

Is a Negative 
Part of the 
Radicand? 

Yes 

Not a Real 
Value. 

!.iJ csusm.edu/ stemsc O xxx 

No 

Odd 

No Absolute 
Value 

Symbol 
Required. 

Answer is a 
Real Value. 

Are the 
Variable( s) Unrestricted 

(i.e. Any Real 
Number)? 

Use 
Absolute 

Value 
Symbol 

Around Odd 
Powered 

Variable(s). 

No Absolute 
Value 

Symbol 
Required. 

Answer is a 
Real Value. 
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