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Nursing Programs at CSU San Marcos

Pre-Nursing Core





California State University San Marcos requires completion of the CSU Pre-Nursing Core coursework, or equivalent, prior to being admitted into any of our Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) Programs or RN to MSN program. The GPA requirements for these Pre-Nursing Core courses differ amongst the various CSU San Marcos programs, described below.  Students should strive for the highest grades possible in these Pre-Nursing courses, as these courses provide the foundation for all future Nursing courses.  With the exception of AP, IB, or CLEP credit, all courses for the Nursing degree must be taken for a letter grade.  Students must complete all Pre-Nursing Core courses with a grade of C or better; courses with a grade of C or better cannot be repeated. Pre-Nursing Core courses with substandard grades, C- or below, can be repeated only once, and grades for both attempts will be averaged.  
Administration of Nursing Programs at CSU San Marcos

All Nursing courses are taught by the School of Nursing faculty, yet the administration of the Nursing programs listed below will either be through the School of Nursing or through the University’s Extended Learning division. The primary difference between these two types of program administration is whether the program is offered through the regular state-support CSU tuition, or if the program is self-support and is offered through Extended Learning.  All of the University’s Nursing programs have been accredited by CCNE, and there isn’t any distinction or difference once the degree is awarded by the University.  Please refer to the Web site listed at the end of each program description, below, for more information about a particular Nursing Program at CSU San Marcos. 
Nursing Program Options
	When Admit
	Programs
	Length of Program
	Description

	Fall Admit Only Currently


	Generic/Basic BSN

COHORT Program
	3 Years

Full time
	This Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) program is intended for students who do not hold an LVN (Licensed Vocational Nurse) or RN (Registered Nurse) license, hence the name "generic" and "basic".  This program will lead to a Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing (BSN). Students will be eligible to sit for the NCLEX State Board Examination (RN Nursing License) just as soon as they complete this BSN degree.   THIS PROGRAM has two levels of  IMPACTION CRITERIA: (1) Determines who can take the Pre-Nursing Core science courses at CSUSM; and (2) Supplemental Criteria or Point System, which determines who gets admitted to this program.  See the School of Nursing Web site: www.csusm/edu/nursing.


	Fall admits only
	LVN to BSN

Admission in on space-available basis.
COHORT Program
	3 Years --

Part Time for 1st year; full time for final 2 yrs.
	The LVN to BSN program is designed for licensed LVN's to complete the Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing (BSN).  Students will be eligible to sit for the NCLEX State Board Examination (RN Nursing License) once they have officially graduated from this BSN program.  LVN to BSN students will be admitted on a space-available basis to fill slots lost through attrition in the Generic/Basic program. See the School of Nursing Web site:  www.csusm.edu/nursing.

	Fall admits

only
	RN to BSN


	2 Years 
Part Time
	The RN to BSN Program is designed for the ‘working’ RN, leading to a Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing.  Courses are generally concentrated on one day per week.  See the Extended Learning Web site for more information: http://www.csusm.edu/el/.  Available in San Marcos and Temecula.


	Fall and Spring admits – Temecula
Spring only – San Marcos
	Accelerated  BSN Program

COHORT Program
	24 mos.

Full time 
	This program is designed for students who have already completed a Bachelor’s degree in another discipline. Students will complete an additional Bachelor’s degree in Nursing and be eligible to sit for the RN exam at the conclusion of the program. San Marcos and Temecula Cohorts. Extended Learning Web site: (http://www.csusm.edu/el/) 


	Contact Extended Learning
	RN to MSN
	 Estimated at 4 years part-time
	This program is designed for nurses seeking careers as:  (1) Nurse Educator; (2) Clinical Nurse Specialist in one of four optional tracks – Adult Health, Pediatrics, Gerontology or Psychiatric/Mental Health; or (3) Clinical Nurse Leader.  A BSN degree will be awarded as the undergraduate requirements are fulfilled. These programs are available through Extended Learning: (http://www.csusm.edu/el).   Available in San Marcos and Temecula.

	Fall admits only
	MSN
	Minimum 2.5 Years Part-time
	Seven Master of Science in Nursing programs are available for those who have already earned a BSN degree: (1) Nurse Educator; (2) Clinical Nurse Specialist; (3) Clinical Nurse Leader; (4) Family Nurse Practitioner; (5) Advanced Public Health Nurse; (6) Family Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner; (7) Psychiatric Mental Health Clinical Nurse Specialist. These programs are available through Extended Learning (http://www.csusm.edu/el).
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Admission to a Nursing Program
More specific details about each of these Nursing programs and admissions requirements are provided on either the 
School of Nursing Web site (http://www.csusm.edu/nursing/ or the University’s Extended Learning Web site (http://www.csusm.edu/el/).  Admission to the University does not guarantee acceptance into any of the University’s Nursing Programs.  Students must apply separately to the School of Nursing or Office of Extended Learning for admission to a Nursing program.  The process for getting admitted to the University varies by the Nursing program.
Information Packets Available for our RN to BSN Program
Most hospitals in the area have been provided with Information Packets on our RN to BSN program for interested employees.  Consult with your educational liaison at your work site.  If packets are not available, please call 750-4020. 
Point System for Generic/Basic BSN Program – Impacted Program
The Generic/Basic BSN program at California State University San Marcos has been designated as an ‘Impacted’ program by the CSU Chancellor’s Office.  Supplemental Admission Criteria have been created by which all applicants will be evaluated.  While students are completing the Pre-Nursing Core, applicants will want to focus on gaining as many ‘points’ as possible from the Supplemental Admission Criteria.  Please see our School of Nursing Web site. 
Language other than English  
Bachelor Degree students at the University, except additional Bachelor students, must meet a University Language other than English requirement.  For a thorough explanation of how this requirement can be met, please visit the University’s Language Learning Center Web site (http://www.csusm.edu/llc). Some examples of how this University requirement can be met include, but are not limited to: Completing the equivalent of the third college semester (through the 201 course level) of a language other than English, by scoring a 3 or higher on an AP Spanish exam, taking a proficiency exam, or completing an approved Study abroad program.  
Nursing Information Sessions and Contact Information
The School of Nursing offers Information Sessions for the Generic/Basic and LVN to BSN programs.  As part of these sessions we will give a general comparison between the Generic/Basic BSN and Accelerated BSN program, but specific details on the Accelerated BSN are not provided as part of the School of Nursing Info Sessions.
Extended Learning offers Information Sessions for the RN to BSN, the Accelerated BSN, and MS degree programs.

These Information Sessions are posted on the respective Web site below, depending on which Nursing program you are interested in pursuing. At these sessions we go into more detail about respective Nursing program options and we provide approximately 30 minutes just for individual questions and answers at the end of each session.  

School of Nursing:
Web Site:  http://www.csusm.edu/nursing/
Phone:  760-750-7550
Extended Learning:
Web Site:  http://www.csusm.edu/el/

Phone:  760-750-4020
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