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Subject:Subject:Subject:Subject: Important Message to the Campus Community
Date:Date:Date:Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2026 at 12:25:06 PM Pacific Daylight Time
From:From:From:From: OHice of the President
To:To:To:To: Christine Paik

(View this email in a browser)

Dear CSUSM community,

By now many of us have heard disturbing reports surfacing against Cesar Chavez
regarding sexual abuse of women and minors.
 
My thoughts are with survivors, and I want you to know that you are seen and you are
not alone. I extend my compassion to anyone who may have experienced harm
within our community and beyond. We hold that pain with deep concern and care.

I know that on our campus and in our community, Cesar Chavez’s legacy is very
personal. In my time here, colleagues have helped me understand how our
connection to Cesar Chavez has been strongly tied to CSUSM's evolution and
commitment to social justice. And what I want to affirm is that what we’ve built
extends far beyond a single individual. This moment may bring up a range of
emotions, including disappointment, betrayal or hurt. All of those emotions being felt
are real, they matter, and I want to acknowledge that.

In times like this, we are called to hold both truth and care, and to remain grounded in
our shared commitment to justice, dignity and community. We will approach this
developing situation thoughtfully, starting with a renaming of our annual day of
service for this year. The North County Day of Service will move ahead as an event
focused on serving others. We will also place a temporary cover over the statue on
campus. In the coming days, we will engage further with the campus community
about how to move forward together.
 
The Center for Contemplative Practices will host a healing circle tomorrow, March 19,
from noon-12:50 p.m. in SBSB 1109. Registration is not required. As we learn more,
we will share additional opportunities to voice your thoughts and concerns.
In the meantime, I want to remind everyone there are campus resources here for you:

Cougar Care Network
CAMP
Compass Center

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-usa.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2F38fb8631-b3da-4e5b-b58c-8b72a33ea828%2Fr%2FHH8SRx2jAUWFW32-9ysAAAAAAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Fpublic-usa.mkt.dynamics.com%25252Fapi%25252Fv1.0%25252Forgs%25252F38fb8631-b3da-4e5b-b58c-8b72a33ea828%25252Fchannels%25252Fmails%25252Fvib%25252F6c21c170-957b-ef11-a670-000d3a3b24e7_db871837-ff22-f111-8341-000d3a3ba109_1d228088-0886-fdd3-a29f-5c3474a6fc71_a8883db9-fd22-f111-8341-000d3a3ba109%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25225%2522%253Anull%252C%25221%2522%253Anull%252C%25222%2522%253A%257B%2522utm_medium%2522%253A%2522email%2522%252C%2522utm_term%2522%253A%2522N%252FA%2522%252C%2522utm_source%2522%253A%2522Dynamics365%2522%252C%2522utm_content%2522%253A%2522031826%253A%2520Cesar%2520Chavez%2520Allegations%2520from%2520the%2520President%2522%252C%2522utm_campaign%2522%253A%2522SN%253A%2520031826%253A%2520Cesar%2520Chavez%2520Allegati%252091646c%2522%257D%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3DAFUvbcKoXHA461LR9cUkKbwGWSozjbpYl3UFbD9mU1k%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3Da3955a744d9049f88dd8bdc1907bf2bf&data=05%7C02%7Ccpaik%40csusm.edu%7Ce0c7d8f6bafe4d8e0b7308de85240ac8%7C128753abcb284f8297332b9b91d2aca9%7C0%7C0%7C639094587046496799%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EDmoahOQotK1OEPaUFMzCy3IyytRELK6AvU4%2BgPUQbQ%3D&reserved=0
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Student Life Centers
Domestic and Sexual Violence Resources
Employee Assistance Program
Faculty & Staff Associations

With care,

Ellen J. Neufeldt, Ed.D.
President
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