
 

 

Dear faculty and staff, 

Welcome to the fall! It’s always exciting to feel the vibrant energy on campus at the 

beginning of the semester. I have loved seeing our university come alive again today 

with new and returning students, faculty, and staff. 

A huge thank you to everyone for your tireless support in helping our students settle 

into CSUSM life. Whether you are teaching class, assisted with housing move-ins or 

contributed to events like our New Student & Family Convocation, Cougar Question 

Marts and Weeks of Welcome, your collective efforts are making a vital impact. Around 

every corner of campus, work is being done to ensure that our students feel welcomed, 

encouraged and prepared. 

Looking ahead 

Our role as an anchor institution in the region, committed to transforming the lives of 

students, their families and our communities, is inspiring. At the employee convocation 

last week, I shared some remarkable strides we’ve achieved, including: 

• Two philanthropic donations totaling $20 million, marking the largest gifts 

in university history; 

• $20 million in external grant awards surpassed for the second year in a row; 

• Over $1 million raised for student success and social mobility initiatives at 

our annual Blue & Silver Fundraising Dinner; 

• Seven of the 52 students selected for the CSU Chancellor’s Doctoral 

Incentive Program being graduates of CSUSM; 

• $5.5 million given to CSUSM at Temecula by the County of Riverside to 

support program development to meet the workforce demands of the region. 

These accomplishments are just a few examples of your incredible work and deep 

dedication. I shared many more faculty and staff achievements at the employee 

convocation. I also shared updates on the strategic plan, including our progress on 

inclusive excellence initiatives, expanding research and grant activities, the launch of 

the new Long-Range Academic Master Plan (LAMP), the start of our very first 

Strategic Enrollment Plan, and our preparations for the largest campaign in the 

university’s history. I invite you to watch the video of my remarks. 

https://public-usa.mkt.dynamics.com/api/orgs/38fb8631-b3da-4e5b-b58c-8b72a33ea828/r/vlm3arszh0WXId4OgPtMDQEAAAA?target=%7B%22TargetUrl%22%3A%22https%253A%252F%252Fnews.csusm.edu%252Fcsusm-receives-gifts-totaling-20-million-largest-in-35-year-history%252F%22%2C%22RedirectOptions%22%3A%7B%221%22%3Anull%2C%222%22%3A%7B%22utm_medium%22%3A%22email%22%2C%22utm_term%22%3A%22N%2FA%22%2C%22utm_source%22%3A%22Dynamics365%22%2C%22utm_content%22%3A%2208.26.24%20Fac%20Staff%20President%20Welcome%20Back%20Message%22%2C%22utm_campaign%22%3A%22082624%3A%20Faculty%2FStaff%20-%20Welcome%20Back%20from%20President%22%7D%7D%7D&digest=7ksU7aWWByrpCzzntFQULOd7tzI24GggfuDO8glIYa0%3D&secretVersion=a587597bbd2d4ba3bb4334f6d8be15ee
https://public-usa.mkt.dynamics.com/api/orgs/38fb8631-b3da-4e5b-b58c-8b72a33ea828/r/vlm3arszh0WXId4OgPtMDQIAAAA?target=%7B%22TargetUrl%22%3A%22https%253A%252F%252Fnews.csusm.edu%252Fcsusm-hosts-second-record-breaking-blue--silver-fundraising-dinner%252F%22%2C%22RedirectOptions%22%3A%7B%221%22%3Anull%2C%222%22%3A%7B%22utm_medium%22%3A%22email%22%2C%22utm_term%22%3A%22N%2FA%22%2C%22utm_source%22%3A%22Dynamics365%22%2C%22utm_content%22%3A%2208.26.24%20Fac%20Staff%20President%20Welcome%20Back%20Message%22%2C%22utm_campaign%22%3A%22082624%3A%20Faculty%2FStaff%20-%20Welcome%20Back%20from%20President%22%7D%7D%7D&digest=oxnw3%2FwVyj4A5joG1qoUpjWe3ckOLGV8EdC84bNfkaE%3D&secretVersion=a587597bbd2d4ba3bb4334f6d8be15ee
https://public-usa.mkt.dynamics.com/api/orgs/38fb8631-b3da-4e5b-b58c-8b72a33ea828/r/vlm3arszh0WXId4OgPtMDQMAAAA?target=%7B%22TargetUrl%22%3A%22https%253A%252F%252Fnews.csusm.edu%252Fseven-alumni-selected-for-prestigious-doctoral-program%252F%22%2C%22RedirectOptions%22%3A%7B%221%22%3Anull%2C%222%22%3A%7B%22utm_medium%22%3A%22email%22%2C%22utm_term%22%3A%22N%2FA%22%2C%22utm_source%22%3A%22Dynamics365%22%2C%22utm_content%22%3A%2208.26.24%20Fac%20Staff%20President%20Welcome%20Back%20Message%22%2C%22utm_campaign%22%3A%22082624%3A%20Faculty%2FStaff%20-%20Welcome%20Back%20from%20President%22%7D%7D%7D&digest=4M%2F07%2Bok9i5jfZMtUIrVlhaYs2fpgTIU3qRGlqehYHU%3D&secretVersion=a587597bbd2d4ba3bb4334f6d8be15ee
https://public-usa.mkt.dynamics.com/api/orgs/38fb8631-b3da-4e5b-b58c-8b72a33ea828/r/vlm3arszh0WXId4OgPtMDQQAAAA?target=%7B%22TargetUrl%22%3A%22https%253A%252F%252Fwww.youtube.com%252Flive%252FTsv5JAwxObg%22%2C%22RedirectOptions%22%3A%7B%225%22%3Anull%2C%221%22%3Anull%2C%222%22%3A%7B%22utm_medium%22%3A%22email%22%2C%22utm_term%22%3A%22N%2FA%22%2C%22utm_source%22%3A%22Dynamics365%22%2C%22utm_content%22%3A%2208.26.24%20Fac%20Staff%20President%20Welcome%20Back%20Message%22%2C%22utm_campaign%22%3A%22082624%3A%20Faculty%2FStaff%20-%20Welcome%20Back%20from%20President%22%7D%7D%7D&digest=MBGg1JQckked2IO4Oa%2FKR9sa5Y94EWS65LqLCq4Pe28%3D&secretVersion=a587597bbd2d4ba3bb4334f6d8be15ee


Thank you for all you do for CSUSM, our students and our region. I wish you a 2024-25 

year filled with renewed excitement, meaningful relationships and a strong sense of 

purpose that comes from our shared mission of student success and vision of social 

mobility. 

Sincerely,  

Ellen Neufeldt 

President  


