Tuesday, June 26, 2018
Dear Campus Community,
Thursday, the Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Education and Immigration – of
which I am a proud member – issued a statement regarding President Trump’s
Executive Order on Family Separations. Although the executive order stops family
separations at the border, it does not stipulate how the 2,300 children already
separated from their parents will be reunited.
As a social worker and president of a university guided by values of diversity,
inclusive excellence and social justice, I am concerned about the treatment of
children and families. I invite you to read the full text of the statement below, which
urges lawmakers to act in support of strong, protective and compassionate
immigration reform.
At CSUSM, we will continue to support every member of our community
regardless of their immigration status or nation of origin. I would like to share the
links for our Dreamer Resource Office and the CSUSM Undocumented and AB
540 Student Support Services web portal, which provide resources for our
students who may be undocumented or come from mixed immigration-status
families.
Together, we must continue to send a strong message that at CSUSM, all are
welcome here.
Sincerely,
Karen S. Haynes, Ph.D.
President

Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Education and Immigration Calls the
Executive Order on Family Separations Inadequate and Misdirected

June 21, 2018
Washington, D.C.— The Executive Order issued yesterday that halted the
Administration’s policy to separate children from their families was needed,
but is inadequate and misdirected. It does not address the thousands of
children who have already been separated from their families, and, indeed,
its solution will lead to the increased detention of children, bringing further
harm to families crossing the border.
President Nancy Cantor, Rutgers University-Newark and Co-Chair of the
Presidents’ Alliance Steering Committee, Louis Caldera, President, and
Miriam Feldblum, Executive Director of the Presidents’ Alliance have
released the following statements with respect to these matters.
“When we formed the Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Education and
Immigration, we committed to speak with moral clarity on how immigration
issues impact our students, campuses and communities. Although family
separation at the border may not seem like an issue that impacts higher
education, it is not one that we as educators and leaders of institutions
committed to advancing human understanding and development can ignore.
We are all too aware of the lifelong impacts that toxic stress can have on
developing minds and bodies of the children being separated from their
parents. The short and long-term impact of detention for children and
families is also severe in its toll, while the harm and distress ripples through
entire communities.”
-Nancy Cantor, President, Rutgers University-Newark, Co-Chair, Steering
Committee of the Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Education and Immigration
“Yesterday’s Executive Order does not address the harm already inflicted on
thousands of children and families, and falls far short of the level of decency
we expect of a policy of our nation. Families fleeing from dangerous
conditions need to be treated with dignity. As many of us know from our
own family histories, the desperate actions of those who undertake perilous
journeys to search for a better life for themselves and their children deserves
our government’s respectful and empathetic engagement in providing for the
basic human needs of the displaced, keeping families together, and working
to understand and solve the challenges that are fueling such migrations. We
urge both the Administration and Congress to embrace bipartisan
immigration efforts that protect children and families, and uphold our values

and heritage as a nation of immigrants and a land where those fleeing
persecution can find refuge”
-Miriam Feldblum, Executive Director, and Louis Caldera, President,
Presidents’ Alliance
The non-partisan Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Education and Immigration
brings together college and university leaders dedicated to increasing public
understanding of how immigration policies and practices impact our
students, campuses and communities, and supporting policies that create a
welcoming environment for undocumented, other immigrant, and
international students. Launched last December with 29 founding members,
the Alliance has grown rapidly and now comprises over 365 presidents and
chancellors of public and private colleges and universities from 41 states,
D.C. and Puerto Rico.

