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Housing and Residential Education underwent significant restructuring in the 2015-2016 academic year, 
which resulted in the department transitioning from the University Corporation to the Division of 
Student Affairs. This change shifted the focus of Housing and Residential Education and aligned its 
mission and goals with the university’s commitment to support academic success and promote co-
curricular learning. 
 
Residence Facilities 
There are 1,532 bed spaces between University Village and the QUAD. 
 
Occupancy Rates: 
Fall 2016 – 94.6% 
Fall 2017 – 99.4% 
Fall 2018 – 99.7% 
 
Academic Success 
Recent data shows that compared to all CSUSM first-year students, those who participated in a 
residential learning community (RLC) had higher one-year retention and 
four- and six-year graduation rates. 
 

First-Year RLC Students: 
One-Year Retention Rate – 87.1% 
Four-Year Graduation Rate – 22% 
Six-Year Graduation Rate – 61.7% 

All CSUSM First-Year Students: 
One-Year Retention Rate – 77.9% 
Four-Year Graduation Rate – 15% 
Six-Year Graduation Rate – 52.3% 

 
In 2017-2018, 77.2% of housing students reported that living on campus was important to their 
academic success.* 
 
Residential Peer Mentor (RPM) Program 
The purpose of the RPM program is to enhance the impact of living on campus has on the academic 
success of CSUSM students. 
 
Six student mentors offered 26 programs that served 513 residents. 
 
In addition to programming efforts, mentors meet with students to review a 26-point checklist of 
academic success tools and resources. 
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RA’s and Co-Curricular Learning 
Resident Advisors (RA’s) positively contribute to students’ co-curricular learning through their on-site 
programming. 
 
2017-2018 RA Programs by Learning Domain: 
Civic Engagement & Social Responsibility – 92 
Leadership& Interpersonal Development – 40 
Career & Professional Development – 18 
Critical Thinking & Ethical Reasoning – 28 
Holistic Development – 99 
 
Student Experience 
Students who live on campus at CSUSM are more likely to say… 

• their living situation had a positive impact on their ability to make friends in college. 
• they had discussions with people with political viewpoints other than their own. 

“Being able to live on campus has been an extraordinary experience. I got to meet life-long friends and 
gained a love for the campus. One of the best things is that there is always something going on, campus 
offices are close by, and free food from events never hurts.” 
-Axia Hernandez, Fourth-Year Political Science Major 
 
2016-2017 date for this report comes from Skyfactor/EBI survey (2017). 2017-2018 data comes from the National Survey of 
Student Engagement (NSSE) (2018). All date points are for first-year students living at either UVA or The QUAD. 
 
*Data collected from the 2017-2018 CSUSM Housing Resident Survey facilitated at the close of the fall semester.  
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