Safety Training II

Radioactive Materials Safety

This California State University, San Marcos Safety Training II handout includes information regarding the potential hazards associated with radioactive materials in your lab area and trains you to work safely with those substances. It is important that you adhere to these safety guidelines.

This handout has been prepared by Safety, Risk & Sustainability (SR&S). SR&S is available to answer any questions you might have regarding radioactive materials in the labs (tel. 750-4502: Regina Frasca).
________________________________________________________________

Handling Protocol
1. Before using any radioactive material, your instructor will advise you of the hazards of the specific isotope being used as well as proper handling procedures for working with this isotope. You are required to read the CSUSM Radiation Safety Manual. If you are female, also read the supplement entitled: "The Pregnant or Potentially Pregnant Nuclear Medicine Technologist".

2. Mark off any area where radioactive materials will be used. Lay down an absorbent bench liner. Use a tray to contain a spill if a large amount of liquid is being used, e.g. >10 mls.
3. Label all containers, even temporary ones, with appropriate radiation warning labels.
4. Wear disposable latex gloves and protective goggles and clothing when working with radioactive materials.

5. Do not pipette any radioactive materials by mouth.

6. Dispose of any contaminated materials in the appropriate radioactive waste container. Check with your instructor before disposing of any radioactive waste.

7. Users of radioactive materials who are pregnant should declare themselves pregnant so SR&S can register you properly and act to control your exposure to radiation. The user must declare in written form to SR&S that they are pregnant.  In most cases, this means you will be asked to wear an exposure badge. You should tell your instructor and the Radiation Safety Officer that you are pregnant so we can adequately protect you and your developing baby. You are encouraged to discuss this issue with your physician. However, you are not required to declare your pregnancy. 
8. In the event of a spill, notify your instructor and the Radiation Safety Officer immediately. Keep people away from the spill.

9. Wash your hands with soap and water when work is completed.

10. You will be asked by your instructor to sign off on your training (see below). Your instructor and the office of Safety, Risk & Sustainability will retain a copy of this sign-off.

You will not be permitted to handle radioactive materials until you:

A. Have read this handout and the Radiation Safety Manual

B. Had any questions answered

C. Have been trained by your respective supervisor

D. Have signed off on your training.

Dealing With Emergencies

In the event of a spill:  Do not try to clean up the spill yourself!  Evacuate the areas that have been contaminated.  Alert your instructor.

I have been trained in Radiation Safety and I have read the Radiation Safety Manual.

Name (Print):
________________________________
 Date: ___________________

Signature:
_________________________________________________________
Principal Investigator: __________________________________________________

