Thesis or Project Abstract -  Rubric

Objective: Abstracts typically serve five main goals:


• 
Help readers decide if they should read the entire text

• 
Help readers and researchers remember key findings on a topic 


• 
Help readers understand a text by acting as a pre-reading outline of key points 


• 
Index articles for quick recovery and cross-referencing 

•   Allow supervisors to review technical work without becoming bogged down in details

Note: The abstract is written in third person. No references or quotations are allowed.
	Component & Criteria
	Novice
	Proficient
	Advanced

	Topic & Purpose
	Author describes main idea & purpose of the research or project
	…& research or project question(s) 
	… & reasons behind this research or project. 


	Scope
	Author describes the focus of this research or project 
	… & where the author concentrates his/her attention


	… & foundation for this work.


	Method
	Author describe what the he/she did (qualitative/quantitative research or project)
	…& the kinds of evidence provided (and how it was created/collected/analyzed)
	… & how author convinces the reader of the validity of his/her main idea.


	Results
	Author describes what he/she learned
	… & the major results 
	… & the consequences of the problem or issue that the author is discussing.


	Recommendations
	Author describes solutions to the reader to resolve the problem or issue in the piece
	… & recommend action or change based on the research findings or the completed project


	… & explain why this matters - Point to at least one significant implication. 


	Conclusions
	Author describes the cause and effect relationship of the problem/issue
	… & the conclusions that he/she draws from the research or project
	… & how this work will contribute to the field




(Adapted from information retrieved on October 25, 2006 from http://papyr.com/hypertextbooks/comp2/abstract.htm)

