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ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS AND PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION
General Option
This program is designed for K-12 classroom teachers, administrators, and other educators who wish to extend or refine their knowledge and skills beyond the level attained in their previous studies.  
School of Education, application download  -  www.csusm.edu/education
University application, apply online  -  www.csumentor.edu
School of Education Student Services Center (760) 750-4277

THE PROGRAM IS CALIFORNIA COMMISSION ON TEACHER CREDENTIALING (CCTC) AND

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR ACCREDITATION OF TEACHER EDUCATION (NCATE) APPROVED.

Requirements are subject to state and federal changes in credential law.
MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the School of Education Community is to collaboratively transform public education by preparing thoughtful educators and advancing professional practices. We are committed to diversity, educational equity, and social justice, exemplified through reflective teaching, life-long learning, innovative research, and ongoing service. Our practices demonstrate a commitment to student centered education, diversity, collaboration, professionalism, and shared governance.

Philosophy

The Master of Arts in Education Program in the School of Education at Cal State San Marcos is characterized by its emphasis on critical pedagogy and reflective practice.  The program’s view of educators as an instructional, ethical, and curricular leader places high value on individual empowerment, on multiple ways of knowing, the construction of meaning and the production (vs. reproduction) of knowledge.

Objective

The Master of Arts in Education is designed for classroom teachers, administrators, and other educators who wish to extend or refine their knowledge and skills beyond the level attained in their previous studies. For some, Master’s level study is a way to improve their performance in the classroom; others seek preparation for leadership roles at the school or district level; still others may wish to use Master’s studies as the basis for graduate work at the Doctoral level.

Admission Requirements

General requirements are listed below.  Different or additional requirements for the advanced credential certification options are found in the description for that option.

Required:
· Basic credential. 
· Application for the Master of Arts in Education in the School of Education and $25 fee.
· Interview with appropriate College of Education Admissions Committee.
· Two (2) letters of recommendation from individuals familiar with the candidate’s work in the field of education.
· Statement of Purpose describing the candidate’s interest in pursuing the degree.
· GPA according to the University admission policy.
· Completion of the Graduate/ Post-baccalaureate Application to the University.
· Official transcripts mailed directly to the Office of Admissions from EACH college or university attended. Submit a copy of transcripts with the Master of Arts application. CSUSM students with transcripts on file do not need to submit.  

All materials will be evaluated to assess an applicant's qualifications for admission; however, no one indicator shall determine acceptance of an applicant.

Special Conditions for the Master of Arts in Education

All coursework preceding the culminating experience (EDUC 698) will earn a letter grade.  A grade-point average of 3.0 must be maintained and any grade of less than B- will be subject to review by the option coordinator.

Upon faculty approval, up to nine (9) units of graduate-level and/or Credential course work in education and/or BTSA units or a related field may be transferred into the program.
Coursework for the BLA (Bilingual Language Authorization) can be used towards the MA General Option program. EDUC 653 and EDUC 654
English Learner Requirement
All options of the Master of Arts in Education degree may require students to achieve competence in instructing English learners.  Students who do not currently hold an English Learner (EL) authorization such as an SB 2042 or other credential with EL authorization or a CLAD/CTEL certificate or emphasis program are required to complete additional coursework to obtain full English Learner authorization prior to issuance of the Master’s degree.  Coursework in the CSUSM CTEL authorization program may be used toward the Master of Arts degree in Education General Option with approval.

MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION

General Option

Program Overview

The Master of Arts in Education consists of three components; core coursework, the option, and the culminating experience.

Core Coursework

All Master’s students in the School of Education will complete the core coursework for a total of nine (9) units.  Students must complete all of the following 3-unit education courses:  EDUC 602 (Schooling in a Multicultural Society), EDUC 622 (Research Methods, 3 units) and EDUC 698 (Culminating Experience Seminar, 3 units) 
The Culminating Experience

All MA students in the School of Education must complete EDUC 698 – Master’s Culminating Experience Seminar (3 units) as part of the culminating experience for Master's study. The culminating experience may be a thesis, or project including the National Board Certification Teacher (NBCT) process, or an examination. Master's candidates are encouraged to work collaboratively and may choose from a variety of forms to present their work.
OPTIONS

Students may pursue their particular areas of interest according to their individual needs and goals. Students pursuing a Master of Arts in Education can choose the General Option in Education or may pursue advanced credential certifications in the following areas: Educational Administration (See Educational Administration Brochure), Literacy Education, and Special Education (See Special Education Brochure).  

General Education
(30 units)
In the General Option in Education, students must complete the following requirements: the core coursework (9 units); the culminating experience; and 21 units of 600-level elective courses selected to best suit their interests and goals. The elective courses may be chosen from the following areas: Literacy Education; Schooling, Culture and Language; Science, Mathematics and Educational Technology for Diverse Populations. It is possible to earn optional certificates by completing certain collections of courses in some of these areas.

Areas:

· Schooling, Culture and Language 

Schooling, Culture and Language courses prepare educators to take on leadership roles for social change.  Areas of focus may include but are not limited to:  multicultural curriculum development; differentiated instruction for English learners; culturally and linguistically diverse students; students with special needs; and working collaboratively with families and communities.
 Students also can earn an optional Multicultural Specialist Certificate by completing specified coursework: 
EDUC 641: Sociocultural Contexts of Language & Learning - 3 units* 

EDUC 642: Voices in the Community: Cultures in Action – 3 units

EDUC 643: Critical Ethnography of Education – 3 units*
EDUC 644: Multicultural Students & Families in Public Schools – 3 units*
EDUC 646: Second Language Acquisition: Research & Practice – 3 units

EDUC 647: Multicultural Curriculum & Application – 3 units*
EDUC 649: Practicum in Social Action – 3 units


*
Denotes courses required to receive a Multicultural Specialist Certificate

· English Learner Authorization

All options of the Master of Arts in Education degree require students to achieve competence in instructing English learners.  Students who do not currently hold an English Learner (EL) authorization such as an SB 2042 or other credential with EL authorization or a CLAD/CTEL certificate or emphasis program may complete additional coursework to obtain full English Learner authorization prior to issuance of the Master’s degree.  Coursework in the CSUSM CTEL authorization program may be used toward the Master of Arts degree in Education General Option with approval.  

EDUC 602 or EDAD 610 and EDAD 614

EDUC 606 or EDUC 646

EDUC 614A&B or EDUC 641 or EDAD 614 and EDAD 618

EDUC 647 or EDUC 612 or EDUC 613
· Literacy Education

Literacy Education courses prepare teachers to assist other teachers and administrators in creating literacy programs that promote not only the learning of reading and writing, but also the learning of subject matter across the curriculum. 
Graduates of this program will be knowledgeable about current reading and writing theory, literacy research and pedagogy, literacy development and learning, children's and adolescent literature (taught in Spanish as well as English), and curriculum development. A graduate of this area will also have the ability to assist in the development of assessment instruments and procedures at the school district level. 

The Literacy Program offers a Reading Certificate, a Reading/Language Arts Specialist Credential, and a Master's degree. The Reading Certificate and the Reading, Language Arts Specialist Credential requires a valid teaching credential and three (3) years of successful full-time teaching experience.
EDUC 606: Foundations of Reading & Writing Instruction – 3 units*

EDUC 610: Reading & Writing Theory & Research – 3 units*

EDUC 613: Reading & Writing Strategies for Mono/Bi-lingual Learners– 3 units*

EDUC 614A: Reading & Writing Assessment – 3 units*

EDUC 616: Advanced Literature for Young Readers – 3 units*

EDUC 618: Teaching Writing in Diverse Classrooms – 3 units**

EDUC 621: Literacy Program Leadership – 3 units**
EDUC 627: Literacy in a Multicultural Society – 3 units**

*
Denotes courses required to receive a California Commission on Teacher Credentialing approved Reading Certificate. NOTE: EDUC 614B-Field Experience must also be completed for this certificate-take with 614 A or after.
**
Denotes courses required in addition to courses for Reading Certificate to receive a California Commission on Teacher Credentialing approved Reading/Language Arts Specialist Credential. NOTE:  EDUC 623-Advanced Clinical Practice must also be completed for this credential after completing the Reading Certificate. 

**The Literacy Program will launch a new CTC Reading and Literacy Added Authorization and Reading and Literacy Leadership Specialist in the Fall 2012.  Student currently enrolled in the Reading Certificate and/or Reading Specialist Credential will be able to finish their program.
· Science, Mathematics and Educational Technology for Diverse Populations

Science, Mathematics and Educational Technology for Diverse Populations courses prepare teachers for positions of leadership at the school or district level in the areas of science, mathematics and/or educational technology.  This coursework is designed for teachers who wish to strengthen their knowledge and performance or to become educational leaders in science, mathematics and/or educational technology.  Students also can earn an optional Science Education Certificate.
EDST 610: Current Issues & Research in Science Education – 3 units*

EDST 611: Adv. Meth. in Science Teaching I: Life Science Emphasis – 3 units*


EDST 612: Adv. Meth. in Science Teaching II: Phys. Science Emphasis – 3 units*

EDST 613: Topics in Science Education – 3 units*

EDST 620: Current Issues & Research in Mathematics Education – 3 units

EDST 621: Students’ Thinking in Mathematics Education – 3 units

EDST 622: Instructional Practices in Mathematics Education – 3 units

EDST 623: Topics in Mathematics Education – 3 units

EDST 630: Teacher Leadership: Current Issues & Research in Ed. Tech. – 3 units**

EDST 631: Impact of Technology on Teaching and Learning – 3 units

EDST 632: Using Emerging Technologies to Customize Learning – 3 units
EDST 633: Topics in Educational Technology – 3 units

EDST 635: Hardware Operations & Function to Support Tchng. & Lrng. – 3 units**

EDST 636: Software & Web Site Evaluation & Tools – 3 units**

EDST 637: Instructional Technology Planning & Management – 3 units** and ***

EDST 638: Using Visual Literacy to Improve K-12 Student Learning ***

EDST 639: Digital Storytelling to Inspire Creativity 
EDST 640: Using Web 2.0 Tools for Coll. Video and Audio Projects***
*Denotes courses required to receive a Science
**Denotes courses required to receive a California Commission o**n Teacher Credentialing approved Supplementary Authorization in Computer Concepts and Applications

***Denotes courses required to receive a Video Production in K-12 Education Certificate. 
NOTE: EDST 639 can be taken in place of EDST 635 for Supplementary Authorization
· Global Teacher Studies and Preparation: International Baccalaureate Primary Years Program/Middle Years Program

The successful completion of this course of study qualifies participants to apply for the IB Teacher Award, a certificate that verifies the candidate has completed the comprehensive training to work in an International Baccalaureate PYP or MYP World School. The candidates for this program are newly credentialed teachers, experienced teachers, teacher leaders, site administrators, teachers already working at IB World Schools, and teachers new to IB.  The courses in this program can be applied to the Masters of Arts: General Option.
Primary Years Program (10units)



EDUC 630: Philosophy, International Mindedness, Inquiry, Curriculum Design, and Technology-3 units
EDAD 632A:  Field Study Related to EDUC 630-2 units





EDAD 631:  Assessment Philosophy, Action, Grading/Reporting, and Reflection Process-3 units
EDAD 632B:  Field Study Related to EDUC 631-2 units
Middle Years Program (10 units)


EDUC 633: Philosophy, International Mindedness, Inquiry, Curriculum Design, and Technology-3 units
EDAD 632A:  Field Study Related to EDUC 633-2 units





EDAD 634:  Assessment Philosophy, Action, Grading/Reporting, and Reflection Process- 3 units
EDAD 632B:  Field Study Related to EDUC 634- 2 units
For more information please visit www.csusm.edu/education/programs offered or contact Lori Solarski at solarski@csusm.ed
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